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T1  r  u  i  and  Impartial  STATE 
Of  the  Province  of 

t  •  v 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Containing; 

•.  .  ,  ^,7  , 

An  exatt  Account  of  the  Nature  of  its  Government ;  the  Power 
of  the  Proprietaries,  and  their  Governors ;  as  well  thofe 
which  they  derive  under  the  Royal  Grant,  as  thofe  they  have 
assumed  in  manifeft  Violation  thereof,  their  Father’s  Char¬ 
ter,  and  the  Rights  of  the  People :  Alfo,  the  Rights  and 
Privileges  of  the  Affembly,  arid  People,  which  they  claim 
under  the  faid  Grant,  Charter,  and  Laws  of  their  Country, 
confirmed  by  the  Royal  Approbation. 

With  a  true  Narrative  of  the  Difpute  between  the  Governors 
and  Affemblies,  refpedling  the  Grants  of  Supplies  fo  often 
made  by  the  Latter,  and  rejected  by  the  Former.  In  which 
is demonftrated,  by  inconteftable  Vouchers,  that  arbitrary 
Proprietary  Inftru£ticms,  have  been  the  true  and  only  Caufe 
of  the  Refufal  of  fuch  Supplies,  and  the  late  defencelefs  State 
of  the  Province. 

The  whole  being  a  full  Anfvver  to  the  Pamphlets  intitled  A 
BRIEF  STATE,  and  A  BRIEF  VIEW,  &c,  of  the 
Conduct  of  Pennsylvania. 


Unlimited  Power  is  fo  wild  and  monftrous  a  Thing,  that  however  it  be  to  DE¬ 
SIRE  it,  it  is  as  natural  to  OPPOSE  it ;  nor  ought  it  to  be  trufted  with  any 
mortal  Man,  be  his  Intentions  ever  fo  Juft  :  For  befides  tfiat  he  will 
never  CARE  to  part  with  it,  he  will  rarely  DARE. 

Cato’s  Letters. 

That  Men  ought  to  fpcak  well  of  their  Governors  is  true,  while  their  Govet- 
nors  DESERVE  to  be  well  fpoken  of,  but  to  do  public  Mifchief  with-? 
out  hearing  of  it,  is  only  the  Prerogative  and  Felicity  of  Tyranny  :  A  FREE 
PEOPLE  will  be  flicwing  that  they  are  fo,  by  their  FREEDOM  OF 
SPEECH.  ibid. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

Printed  by  W.  Dunlap,  at  the  Neweft-Printing- 
Ofnce,  M,DCC,LIX. 
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The  Right  Honorable 

tVIL  L  I A  M  VI  TT,  Eft]  ♦ 

*  -  *  i. 

One  of  His  Majesty’s  principal  Secreta* 
ries  of  State. 

-  SIR, 

•»  j 

]yj  E  N  of  the  h;gheft  Eflimation  for  Vir» 
tueand  Learning  have  declared,  that 
no  Change  of  Climate,  no  diftance  of  Place 
can  deftroy,  or  even  abridge  thofe  Rights  and 
Privileges,  which  a  Briton  derives  from  his 
Nativity.  They  are  Bleffings  that  infepara- 
bly  wait  on  his  Perfon,  in  all  his  Migrations 
and  Settlements.  This  Opinion  founded  on 
the  Principles  of  Reafon  and  natural  Equity, 
has  received  an  additional  Sanction  and  Au¬ 
thority  from  your  Conduct  ever  fince  your 
deferved Exaltation,  to  the  important  Poll:  and 

Trull 
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Truft  you  have  filled  and  difeharged  with 
fuch  univerlal  Applaufe.  Your  Care  and  Ef¬ 
forts  which  have  been  long  wifely  and  fortu¬ 
nately  exerted  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Li¬ 
berties  of  Mankind,  have  not  been  confined 
to  the  happy  Ifland  you  live  in  ;  but  in  a  re¬ 
markable  Manner  extended  to  thefe  remote 
Parts  of  the  World,  whofe  infinite  Impor¬ 
tance  to  the  Glory  and  Interefi:  of  their 
Mother  Country,  you  have  been  one  of  the 
firfi:  to  difeover.  ’Tis  to  you  Sir,  under 
the  Influence  and  happy  Aufpices  of  our  mold 
gracious  and  good  Sovereign,  that  His  Ma- 
jefty’s  mod:  faithful  and  loyal  Subjects  in  /!- 
?nericai  are  indebted,  for  their  late  Efcape 
from  the  Barbarities  of  a  Savage  Enemy, 
the  Yoke  of  French  Servitude,  and  popijh  Su- 
perftition. 

The  Province  of  Pennfylvania  has,  by  her 
own  Indujlry  alone ,  made  great  Advances  to¬ 
wards  Commerce  and  Opulence,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fhort  fiEra  of  her  Settlement ; 
and,  tho’  fhe  has  encountered  many  Difficult 
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ties  and  Impediments  in  complying  with  the 
Demands  of  her  Sovereign,  may  juflly  claim 
no  inconfiaerable  Share,  in  the  Military  Opera¬ 
tions,  which  have  in  a  great  Meafure,  re¬ 
ared  Peace  to  her  own  and  the  Borders  of 
the  neighbouring  Provinces,  Her  prefent 
flourishing  State  has  flowed  intirely  from  the 
Excellence  of  her  Conflitution,  equally  a- 
dapted  to  preferve  the  juft  Prerogatives  of  the 
Crown,  and  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the 
Subject,  and  nearly  refembling  that  of  her 
Mother  Country.  Upon  the  Preservation  of 
this  Conflitution,  and  the  Liberties  derived 
from  it,  the  prefent  and  future  Happinefs  of 
the  People  entirely  depend.  When  any  At¬ 
tempt  therefore  has  been  made  to  wound  or 
fubvert  that  Conflitution,  to  enfeeble  its 
Laws,  to  weaken  its  Power  of  Defence,  and 
to  prevent  its  paying  a  chearful  and  reafona- 

ble  Obedience  to  the  royal  Commands,  to 
whom  can  fhe  Apply  ?  Whofe  Patronage 
and  Protection  can  She  implore  with  greater 
Propriety,  than  his,  whofe  extenfive  Bene-* 

volencs 


volence  and  public  Spirit,  have  been  fo  hap-, 
pily  experienced,  both  in  Europe  and  Atner - 
ica .  You  Sir,  have  by  your  Attention  to 
the  Welfare  of  thefe  Colonies,  relealed  us 
fiom  the  Apprehenfions  of  foreign  Tyranny, 
which  has  imbolden’d  us  to  beleech  you,  to 
compleat  the  glorious  Office,  and  relieve  us 
alfo  from  dome/Uc  OppreJJion. 

f  This  Pamphlet  therefore,  in  Vindication 
of  the  Conduct  of  the  Affembly  of  PennfyU 
vania>  and  the  Freedom  of  its  Inhabitants,, 
comes  naturally  to  crave  your  Patronage  and 
Protection,  as  the  conftant  and  generous  Pa¬ 
triot  of  your  Country,  as  a  lover  of  Liberty, 
and  as  the  great  and  faithful  Friend  of  At 
werica.  But  if  a  Stranger  to  your  Perfon, 
fhould  be  thought  too  prefumptuous  in  ad- 
dreffing  to  you  this  Performance  in  behalf  of 
the  injured  Community,  of  which  I  am  a 
Member,  the  high  refpeCt  and  Veneration  I 
entertain  for  your  great  Merit  and  Abilities, 
the  ReCritude  of  my  Intentions,  and  the 
'Duty  I  apprehend  I  am  under  of  difdofmg 
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the  Truth  to  a  Gentleman  fo  remarkable  for 
redrefling  the  injured  and  relieving  the 
Opprefled,  will  I  hope  fecure  me  a  Pardon 
and  incline  you  to  believe  that  I  am 
actuated  by  no  other  Motive  but  a  Share  of 
that  Spirit  and  Love  for  my  Country,  which 
constitutes  fo  noble  a  Part  of  your  public  Cha¬ 
racter.  I  am  Sir , 


With  the  highefi  Efleem  and  RefpeB, 


Tour  mod  Obedient 


Humble  Servant 9 


The  Author. 


\ 


\ 


True  and  Impartial  STATE,  &c 

'  '  '  1  1  i  ‘  •  '  •  )  .  .  ' 

rff  B  i  r  extraordinary  Performance 

|iM  wffjf  "eERIEF  STATE,  firft  appear. 

^  am0ng  US’  “  WaS  treatcd  w»th  *e 

' "f**  Utm0ft  C°ntempt  by  evcrL  Mm  of 

and  common  Capacity,  who,  from  the  noto- 

-rofs  n  '  6  ?aS  ,hmfehe* ’  cou,d  eafi,X  deteft  the 

c„  '  jtm/S’  3nd  flagrant  MifreP«fentations  it 
n tamed.  It  was  deemed  a  meet  Rhapfody  of  Ca- 

“mmeS  and  Invc<aives  againft  the  Quaker,  and  Gtr. 

“d  an  ^famous  Libel  againft  our  Affembly 
and  Conftitution ;  nay,  fo  generally  was  it  condem- 
,  that  the  Author  himfelf  grew  alhamed  of  his 
utfion,  and  publicly  difavowed  it.  From  this 

a  Rem  I  °  “*  u  ***  h"C’  ',0nC  thouShr  ic  worthy 
Remark,  much  lefs  a  formal  Refutation.  And  as 

«o  its  Effedfs  with  the  Parliament  and  Miniftry  of 

our  Mother  Country,  we  could  not,  without  arraign- 

g  dlst  ^njhce  we  have  fo  often  experienced,  that 

tender 
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gender  Concern  for  our  Rights  and  Properties,  which 
they  have,  more  than  once  convinced  us  of,  fuf- 
ped  that  a  Pamphlet  filled  only  with  Aflertions  asper- 
emptory  as  they  are  abfurd  and  improbable,  could 
have  any  Influence  with  theip.  For,  whoever  thinks 
fit  to  beftow  the  lead  Attention  upon  this,  and  the 
Performance  which  followed  it,  viz.  the  Brief  View, 
their  pernicious  Tendencies,  the  extraordinary  Re¬ 
medy  propofed,  and  Plans  laid  down  by  the  Pam¬ 
phleteer,  the  Schemes  he  would  have  executed  to 
fupport  them,  together  with  the  abufive  Raillery, 
and  low  Scurrilities  they  abound  in,  may,  without 
much  Penetration,  perceive  them  to  be  li|tle  more 
than  the  Effletts  of  baffled  MaUce ,  and  the  Rage  of  a 
difappointed  Party.  Such  are  the  Reafons  why  theft} 
invidious  Pamphlets  have  fo  long  remained  un- 
anfwered,  and  the  many  grofs  Fahhoods  and  Mifre- 
prefentations  they  contain,  uarefuced.  It  could  not 
be,  as  the  .  Pamphleteer  weakly  .fuggefts,  <c  B.eeaule 
“  they  contained  Fads  of  a.  fiubborn  Nature,”  And 
becaufe  “  we  found  it  in  vain  to  combat  the  cleared: 
“  Evidence,”  *  For  neither  of  the  Pamphlets  con¬ 
tain  a  Angle  Fad  material  to  his  Purpofe,  nor  has  he 
favored  the  Public  with  the  lead  Degree  of  Evidence, 
|o  induce  them  to  credit,  and.  confide  in  his  Afle r- 


Brief  View,  p. 
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iions.  T is  true,  he  has  inferred  in  his  Sequel, 

feveral  *»/*&»'  Remonfirances  to  the  AfTembly,  drawn 
up  by  himjelf  and  fig ned  by  a  few  only  of  his  own 
Party,  not  the  twentieth  Part  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  City;  and  alfo  feveral  of  the  Governor’s  *,*/«/ 
Metfagcs,  which  were  calculated  rather  to  blind  the 
Eyes  of  his  Superiors,  than  to  do  the  Country  Ser¬ 
vice:  But  he  has  defignedly  omitted  the  Anfrvers  of 
the  Afiembly,  and  their  Refolves  on  thofe  Medages 
and  Remonftrances,  which  contained  the  fullefc  Evi¬ 
dence  of  their  upright  Defigns  and  Intentions,  at 
the  fame  Time  expofing  the  Schemes  fet  on  Foot  to 
fubvert  the  Conftitution,  and  to  throw  greater  Power 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Proprietaries ,  and  their  Party, 
than  our  gracious  Sovereign  himfelf,  or  his  Miniftry 
ever  enjoyed.  This  obvious  Partiality,  is  fo  far  from 
being  the  «  clearefi. Evidence?  that  it  is  an  Argument 
of  a  bad  Caufe,  and  indicates  a  Heart  bent  upon  the 
wicked  Defign  of  imppfing  on  the  Wifdom  both  of 
King  and  Parliament,  to  alienate  His  Majefty’s  Favor 
and  affe&ion  from  this  Colony,  and  to  deftroy  that 
reciprocal  Confidence  between  him  and  his  People, 
which  is  the  great  Bafis  and  Support  of  his  Prerogative, 
and  of  their  Liberties.  That  having  robbed  us  ofthe 
Favor  we  had  long  enjoyed,  and  the  Proteftion  wc 
*™ij.ht  with  Confidence  hope  for  from  the  bed;  qf- 
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Kings,  his  Patrons  and  Party  might,  upon  the  Ruins 
pf  our  Liberties,  erect  their  defired  Superftructure  of 
defpotic  Power,  and  reduce  to  a  State  of  Vaffalage 
and  Slavery,  fome  of  His  Majedy’s  mod  faithful  and 
loyal  Subjects. 

Seer?,  and  none  other,  could  be  the  Defign  of 
thole  Pamphlets,  to  obviate  which,  and  to  prevent 
the  Prejudices  they  may  podibly  create  in  the  Mind 
of  the  unwary  Reader,  a  Stranger  to  the  Facts,  and, 
by  fo  doing,  difeharge  my  Duty  to  my  Country,  and 
Poderity,  1  have,  in  the  following  Sheets,  endea¬ 
voured  to  give  at  once,  a  fhort  and  clear  Idea  of  the 
Frame  of  Government  of  this  Province,  under  our 
prefent  Charters ;  the  Powers,  Rights,  and  Privileges 
of  the  two  Branches  of  Legiflature  *,  the  feveral  In¬ 
fringements  and  Innovations  that  have  been  arbitrarily 
made  in  our  Conditution,  by  Ambition  and  iC  a 
eC  Third;  of  others  Right  •>  ”  And  fully  evinced,  that 
the  People  of  this  Province,  have  ever  been  a  faith¬ 
ful,  loyal  and  affectionate  People ;  and  that  the  Af- 
femblies  have  been  fo  far  from  being  principled  a- 
gainft  Defence,  that  they  have  ever  offered  Supplies 
for  His  Majedy’s  Ufe,  in  fuch  Manner  as  they  judged 
mod  effectual,  and  at  they  fame  Time  lead  oppreflive 
so  rhejr  Condiments And  ladly,  that  the  trueCaufe, 


to 
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to  which  ALONE  our  Calamities  and  Difhefs  have  beef? 
jujftly  imputable,  is  arbitrary  Proprietary  InftruVthni* 
which  have  defeated  every  Meafure  a  free  People 
cou^ci  hink  of,  for  the  Defence  and  Prefervation  of 
their  Lives,  Liberties,  Religion,  and  Fortunes. 

In  the  firft  of  thefe  Pamphlets,  which  he  intitles 
A  Brief  State,  &c.  our  Author  aflerts  the  “  Neccf 
“  Jity  of  a  Change  in  our  Civil  Confiitution.  The 
unprejudiced  Mind  will  call  for  no  greater  Proof  of 
his  Partiality,  than  ^hat  flows  from  the  following 
Confideration.  In  Order  to  lay  a  Foundation,  upon 
which  to  eftablifli  this  Do&rine,  he  begins  with  in¬ 
forming  the  Public  what  Powers  and  Privileges  the 
AfTembly  are  in  PofTeflion  of ;  but  carefully  avoids 
every  Thing  that  has  a  Tendency  to  {hew  the  exorbi¬ 
tant  Power ,  and  unlimited  Authority ,  which  our  Pro¬ 
prietaries  and  their  Governors  not  only  claim,  but 
conftantly  exercife  over  the  difcontented  and  oppref* 
fed  Inhabitants.  This  is  what  Candor,  Honor, 
and  Confcience  fhould  have  prevailed  on  him  to 
have  done  :  For,  without  it,  no  true  Judgment 
could  be  formed  of  the  Dodtrine  he  intended  to 
inforce,  nor  could  the  King,  his  Miniftry  or  Par¬ 
liament,  for  whofe  Perufal  this  Performance  was 
chiefly  intended,  fee  the  Neceflity  of  any  Change, 

nor. 


if  they  did,  could  they  know  how  or  where  tW 
n-akc  it.  Whether,  by  depriving  the  Aftemblies  cff 
this  Colony,  of  thofe  Privileges  they  at  pre/enf 
iue  entitled  to ;  or,  by  clipping  the  Wings  of  enor¬ 
mous  Proprietary  Power;  or,  by  taking  his  faithful 
Subjects  of  this  Province,  under  His  Majeftys  im¬ 
mediate  Care  and  Protection.  But  a  true  Repre- 
fentation  of  Proprietary  Power,  did  not  quadrate  with 
this  Gentleman’s  Syftem  of  Politics  {  It  would  have 
rendered  his  Patrons  obnoxious  to  His  Majeftys  juft 
Rdentment,  for  having  deprived  his  loyal  Subjefts 
£>ere,  of  the  Liberties  granted  to  them  by  his  Royal 
Predeceflor.  It  would  have  demonftrated,  that  if 
any  Change  in  our  Civil  Conftitution  was  neceftary, 
’twas  that  only,  of  taking  his  faithful  and  affe&ionate 
Subjeds  under  his  immediate  Care  and  Prote&ion. 
But  this  would  be  ftabbing  their  Schemes  in  a  vital 
Part  ;  ’two ii Id  be  diverting  them  of  that  Power  they 
have  already  ufurped,  and  a  means  of  difappointing 

them  in  obtaining  that,  they  have  long  fo  eagerly 
fought  for. 

.  t 
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To  fap  the  foundation  of  this  Conftitution,  and 
raze  the  firm  Bafts  on  which  it  is  eftablifhed,  is  the 
evident  Defign  of  this  Author  ;  to  accomplifh  which, 
he  lays  down  the  following,  falfe  and  iniquitous  Po* 

«“  fttions 
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firions.  “  That,  altho*  Infant  Settlements  flourifh 

«  failed  under  a  Government  leaning  to  the  Repub- 
«  lican  or  popular  Form,  yet,  in  Proportion  as  a 

a  Country  grows  rich  and  populous,  more  Cheeks  are. 

<c  wanted  to  the  Power  of  the  People.  That  nice 
«  Regard  is  to  be  paid  to  all  the  Fluctuations  of 
«  Trade,  Property  and  other  Cafualties ,  and  the 
<c  Conltirution  alter'd  and  adjufied  to  thefe  Circum- 
“  dances.”  He  complains,  “  That  the  Peoples 
“  Power  here,  has  been  continually  increasing  with 
cc  their  Numbers,  and  Riches,  while  the  Power  of 

«  their  Governors,  far  from  keeping  Pace  with  theirs, 

«  hath  rather  been  decreajing  in  the  fame  Proportion. 

In  anfvver  to  thefe  Pofitions,  I  fhall  fhew  heieafter. 
That  this  Government,  in  its  firft  Eftablilhment,  and 
under  our  prefent  Charters,  does  not  incline  more  to 
a  popular  than  monarchical  Form,  but,  confider  d  as  a 
Charter-Government,  far  diftant  from  the  Parental 
Eye  of  it s  Mother-Country,  to  be  ruled  by  Perfonsno 
ways  connected  with  its  In  ter  eft  and  Property,  is  as 
near  the  mix’d  Form,  as  Wifdom  and  Prudence  could 
direct.  It  was  founded  on  the  fame  Principles  of 
'  Liberty  and  lnduflry ,  and  is  a  lively  Refemblance  of 
its  Parent  Confiitution.  Its  Foundation  was  broad 
and  capacious,  calculated  to  fupport  the  greatejl:  In - 

creafe  of  People,  and  the  Urgefi  Augmentation  of 

n  Trade, 
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Trade,  To  tha t  no  Alteration  can  be  made  in  it,  with¬ 
out  endangering  the  Ruin  of  its  S uper ft r udt ure.  A 
Government  eredled  on  a  narroro  confined  Bafis, 
deftitute  of  that  Libert)  which  the  Freedom  of  Trade, 
and  Security  of  Property  require,  fuch  as  the  flavijh 
Principles  of  this  Pamphleteer  and  his  Patrons  would 
naturally  frame,  might  indeed  call  for  conftant 
Patching  and  Amendment  ;  an  Alteration  both  in  its 
EJJence  and  Circumftances ,  and  an  adjuftment  of  its 
Conftitution  to  the  Increafe  of  Inhabitants,  and 
Flu&uation  of  Commerce.  In  fuch  a  Government , 
Maxims,  like  thole,  might  fafely  be  apply’d,  as  it 
would  without  them,  naturally  fall  into  Convulfions, 
“  and  unlefs  it  were  able  to  purge  Itfelf  by  the 
*c  Strength  of  its  Stamina. ,  from  thofe  narrow  and 
<c  oppreflive  Principlet  upon  which  itwasfirft  found-* 
c<  ed,  muft  linger  into  certain  Diffolution.  But  to 
apply  them  to  the  Englijh  Conftitution ,  or  the  Govern - 
ment  of  Pennfylvanta  lo  much  like  it,  whole 
Founder  is  juftly  compared,  for  his  Wifdom  and 
Policy  in  its  Conftrudfction,  to  the  great  Lycurgus ,  f 
is  the  Height  of  Nonfenfe  and  Abfurdity  :  It  is 
fecuring  the  Building  by  taking  away  its  Foundation} 
prelerving  the  Conftitution  by  adjufting  it  to  all  the 

Fliidluations  of  Trade,  Property  and  other  Cafualties 

and 

•J-  Montesquieu  de  L’  Elprit  de  Leix, 
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and  inftead  of  eftablilhing  it  on  th t  broad  capacious 
Rock,  on  which  it  now  lies,  his  ridiculous  Dottnne, 
would  inculcate  the  neceflity  of  fettling  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  by  expo  ling  it  to  a  perpetual  mutability  to  be 
blown  about  by  every  Wind,  and  tofs’d  by  every 
Wave,  that  its  Stamina  might  be  the  more  eafily 
changed,  its  Fundamentals  altered,  as  heft  fuited  the 
ambitious  Purpofes  of  bis  Mafters  Will. 

j 

But,  to  give  a  farther  Specimen  of  this  Author's 
Jufticc  and  Confute,  let  us  fuppofe,  tho’ we  art 
far  from  admitting  it,  that  this  Government  m  its 
fir  ft  Confutation  under  our  prefent  Charters,  was 
fnvefted  with  certain  Privileges  which  inclined  it 
rather  to  a  popular  than  monarchic  Form  :  The  e 
Privileges  were  granted  to  our  Fatheis  and  Prede- 
cefTors,  under  a  Royal  Contra, %  and  a  Proprietary 
Charter.  They  were  the  foie'  Confederation*  which 
induced  them  to  furrender  up  the  B Idlings  of  their 
native  Country ,  and  go  into  a  Kind  of  Exile  m  a 
favage  Wiidernefs  :  They  purchafed  them  as  an  In¬ 
heritance ,  which  they  expc&ed  would  be  perpetuated 
to  their  Pofeerity  *  and  therefore,  to  projed,  or  pro¬ 
mote  a  Scheme  to  deprive  fuch  Pofterity  of  thofe 
very  Privileges,  by  what  this  Author  calls  “  Checks 
«  to  the  Power  of  the  People,  as  loon  as  they  arrive 
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at  a  Capacity  to  enjoy  them,  is  a  flagitious  attempt  to 
violate  the  mo  ft  folemn  Contrails,  and  can  be  cal¬ 
culated  for  no  other  Purpofe  than  to  promote  the 
arbitary  and  defpotic  Schemes  of  Ambition  and 
Tyranny,  The  very  Publication  of  fuch  odious 
Dodrine,  in  a  Land  where  jfufiiee  and  Liberty  pre¬ 
vail,  may  perhaps  be  thought  an  egregious  Inftance 
of  our  Author’s  Folly  as  well  as  Effrontery,  but  when 
compared  with  that  grofs  Perverfion  of  Fads,  and 
thofe  notorious  Falfboods  he  is  afterwards  guilty  of, 
Sds  perfcEl  Made  fly  and  Wfdonh 

T  o  prove,  That  the  latter  of  this  Gentle¬ 
man’s  Portions,  viz.  That  the  Governor’s  Power 
has  been  decreafingy  while  the  Affembly’s  hath  been 
increajmg  in  the  fame  Proportion,  is  as  deliitute  of 
Truths  as  the  Former  is  of  jfuftice :  I  fhall  unfold 
all  tnofe  Fads,  which  he  fo  carefully  avoids,  and 
give  a  fhorr,  tho’  ingenuous  Account,  not  only  of 
the  Power  of  the  Affembly,  but  alfo  of  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries  and  their  Deputies,  from  the  firffc  Settle¬ 
ment  of  the  Province,  under  irs  prefent  Charters, 
to  this  Time,  This  is  a  Proprietary  Government , 
claimed  and  held  by  Thomas  and  Richard  Penn ,  by 
virtue  of  a  Grant  from  King  Charles  II.  to  their 
late  worthy  Father  William  Penn>  the  wife  Founder  of 

this 


[  *3  ] 

this  once  flourifhing  Conftitution.  By  Virtue  of 
this  Grant,  all  fuch  Powers  were  given,  as  were  ne7 
ceflary  to  enable  the  Grantee  to  fettle  a  Colony,  and 
invert:  it  with  fuch  Laws  and  Liberties  as  would  make 
this  People  free  and  happy,  and  render  it  capable  of 
fupporting  the  mod  extenfive  Trade,  and  large]}  In * 
ereafe  of  Property . 

The  Quakers,  who  feem  to  be  the  principal  Objects 
of  this  Pamphleteer’s  Spleen,  were  the  first ,  who  at 
the  Hazard  of  their  Lives  and  Fortunes,  ventured  to 
engage  with  William  Penn ,  to  undertake  at  that  Time , 
the  dangerous  Voyage  to  Pennfylvania,  and  to  fettle  it 
as  a  Colony.  Their  principal  motive  to  fo  hazardous 
an  Enterprize,  was  that  they  might  enjoy  the  free  Ex~ 
ercife  of  their  Religion ,  and  that  Liberty  of  Confcience, 

which  was  then  denied  them  in  their  native  Land . 

*  '  -  \  f 

In  the  Year  1701,  William  Penn,  by  his  Charter 
of  Privileges,  t  did  Grant,  and  in  the  mod  Jolemn 
Manner  confirm,  to  all  fuch  of  the  Inhabitants  and 
AdveLaturers,  as  believed  in. one  God,  full  Freedom 
and  Liberty  of  Confcience.  And  further,  “  That  all 
«  Perfons  who  profefs  to  believe  in  Jesus  Christ, 

the 

> 

1%  t  Charter  of  Privileges*  1701, 
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44  the  Saviour  of  the  World,  fball  be  capable  (not?. 
<s  withftanding  their  other  Perfualions  and  Practices 
44  in  Point  of  Confcience  and  Religion)  to  ferve  the 
44  Government  in  any  Capacity ?  both  Legislatively?  and 
44  Executively ?  he  or  they  folemnly  promising,  when 
44  lawfully  required,  Allegiahce  to  the  King,  as  So- 
44  vereign,  and  Fidelity  to  the  Proprietary  and  Go- 
44  vernor,  and  taking  the  Attefts  now  eftabliflh’d  by 
44  the  Law  made  at  Netv-Cajlle,  in  the  Year  1700.” 


Tho’  we  have  many  Inftatices  of  the  Wifdom  of  this 
worthy  Proprietor ,  yet  nonefo  effectually  demonftrates 
his  exten(ive  Forefight  and  Prudence  as  this.  He 
plainly  forefaw  that  a  Government  founded  on  fuch 
ttniverfal  Principles  of  Liberty  and  Humanity ?  would 
not  long  remain  unfettled,  and  unimproved.  The 
Fame  of  the fe  Privileges?  and  the  Lenity  of  the  then 
Adminiftration ,  which  was  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Quakers?  gave  fuch  Encouragement  to  many  People 
of  other  Chriflian  Denominations,  that  they  flocked 
over  to  this  new  Country  of  Liberty  from  all  Parts  ot 
Europe,  and  fettled  here.  By  which  means  this  Pro¬ 
vince  grew  very  populous,  and  advanced  its  Trade  and 
Riches  in  a  fhort  Time.  Such  has  been  the  Wifdom 
and  Prudence  of  thefe  People ,  fo  equitable  and  fatis- 
fattory  their  Adminijlration?  that  tho’  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  Province,  differing  from  them  in  Prin¬ 
ciples 
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clples  of  Religion,  are  as  Six  to  One ,  they  have  been,' 
for  the  moft:  Part,  continued  in  it,  ’till  their  late  Vo± 
luntary  Refignation.  And  with  what  Degree  of  Juft  ice 
this  was  done,  will  appear  from  that  State  of  Tenet 
And  Trancjuility  which  the  Inhabitants  have  ever  en¬ 
joyed  under  them .  They  have  ever  cultivated  a  good 
Underftanding  with  the  Natives,  and  treated  them 
with  fo  much  Humanity  and  Juftice^  that  this  Pro* 
•vince  ever  fince  it  sfir/l  Settlements  till  of  late,  during 
the  Space  of  more  than  70  Tears ,  hath  been  preferv  d 
in  a  State  of  perfeft  Peace ;  while  feveral  of  the 
EritifhCo\on\cs  have  been  engaged  in  continual  Wars 
with  them,,  had  their  Inhabitants  murder’d,  their 
Country  ravag’d,  and  their  People  carried  into  an 
irredeemable  Captivity.  Tis  true,  this  happy  State 
is  now  removed,  and  a  different  Scene  hath  pre- 
fenred  itfelf,  ff nee  Ottober  17 55>  a  Scene  not  more 
different  than  melancholy  and  diftreffing.  Tne  great 
j Pains  and  Jiffiduity  which  thefe  People  have  ever 
made  ufe  of  to  promote  and  propagate  Peace  and 
priendjhip  with  the  Indians ,  not  having  been  fuf- 
ficient  to  counterbalance  the  many  frauds ,  and  unjufi 
Meafures  put  in  Practice  by  Proprietary  Agents,  te 
procure  the  moft:  exorbitant  Trails  of  Land  for  a 
mere  Trifile.  Thefe  Thing?  the  Indians  have  fe- 
▼erely  refented  5-  and  thefe  ai«  not  the  leaft  among 
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fhe  tfue  Caufes  of  all  our  late  Calamities  and  mur¬ 
ders,  as  our  late  Treaties  with  them  demonftrate. 

By  the  fame  Charter  of  Privileges,  <c  The  Affem- 
ie  bly  are  elected  annually,  have  Power  to  chufe  a 
“  Speaker,  and  other  Officers  *,  are  Judges  of  the 
8  Qualifications  and  Elections  of  their  own  Mem- 
“  bers  j  fit  on  their  own  Adjournments  *,  prepare 
“  Bills  for  Palling  into  Laws  ;  appoint  Committees  '» 
w  impeach  Criminals  and  redtefs  Grievances  j  and 
St  have  all  other  the  Powers  and  Privileges  of  an 
tl  Affiembly,  according  to  the  Rights  of  the  Free- 
sc  bom  Subjects  of  England,  and  as  is  ufual  in  an/ 
c<  of  the  Kinds  Plantations  in  America.”  In  thefe 

o 

Privileges,  the  Alfembly  are  further  eftablifhed  by  an' 
Act  palled  4°.  Anne,  which  being  tranfmitted  to-  the 
King  and  Council  for  rhe  Royal  Approbation,  re¬ 
ceived  at  that  Board  a  full  and  final  Confirmation! 
They  have  alfo  by  Law,  a  Power  of  chilling  and  no¬ 
minating  the  Provincial  Trealurer  ;  the  Truftees  of 
the  Loan- Office  ;  the  Colle<5tor  of  the  Extife  ;  the 
Blander  of  Flour,  Beef,  and  Pork  ;  and  the  Health- 
Officer.  The  three  firlt  of  thefe  Officers,  are  in  the 
Nature  ofTruftees  for  the  People,  and'  have  the  Man¬ 
agement  of  thofe  Funds  to  which  the  People  alone 
contribute,  and  oyer  which  their  Rep refentatives  have 

the 
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the  foie  Power.  It  cannot  therefore  be  otherwife  than 
jafl:,  that  they  fhould  have  the  Privilege  of  nominat¬ 
ing  fuch  as  they  conceive  would  aft  with  Honor  and 
Fidelity  in  thofe  Stations.  This  appeared  fo  reada¬ 
ble,  not  only  to  the  Governors  when  the  Bills  were 
prefented,  inverting  the  Aflembly  with  fuch  Powers, 
that  they  parted  without  Objection,  but  alfo  when 
they  were  tranfmitted  to  the  Crown,  they  immediately 
received  the  Royal  Approbation.  As  none  of  thole 
Ortices,  fince  the  laft  Charter  have  been  filled  by  the 
Governor’s  Nomination,  with  what  Propriety  does 
the  Pamphleteer  charge  the  AlTembly  with  having 
*  “  rorefted  them  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Governor. 
And  by  what  Law  of  the  Conftitution  was  the  Go¬ 
vernor  intitledto  the  Nomination  of  them  ?  APerlon 
unacquainted  with  our  Author’s  fophiftical  way  of 
Writing,  would  imagine  that  the  AlTembly  had  alfo 
«  vvrefted  from  the  Governor,  the  appointment  of 
«  moft  of  the  JuJHciary  and  Executive  Officers,  who 
«  hoid  the  moft  lucrative  Ports  in  tne  Govern- 

«  ment/’  t  Had  this  been  the  Cafe,  they  had  certainly 

been  wrong  ;  but  it  is  well  known,  that  the  Governor 

is  in  full  Pofleffion  of  that  Prerogative,  and  alfo  that 

the  Laws  invefting  the  Aflembly  with  t  e  a  ove- 

q  mentioned 

•  i .  . 
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Kientioned  Power,  are  approved  of,  by  the  King  and 
Council,  according  to  the  Dire&ions  of  the  ^oyal 
Grant.  How  then  mull:  he  be  aftonifh’d  at  fo  dis¬ 
ingenuous  an  Intimation,  as  that  relating  to  the 
judiciary  Officers,  and  alfo  at  his  Confidence  in  char¬ 
ging  as  a  Crime  upon  the  Affembly,  the  Exercife  of 
that  Power ,  which  was  finally  eftablifh’d,  by  his 
Majefiy's  Royal  Approbation  t 

Through  the  extreme  Scarcity  of  Gold  and  Silver 
in  this  Province,  the  Trade  and  Commerce  thereof 
was  much  obftru&ed,  and  the  Payment  of  public. 
Debts,  and  the  Support  of  Government  rendered 
very  difficult.  To  remove  thefe  Inconveniences,  the 
Legiflature  from  Time  to  Time,  as  they  found  ne- 
ceffary,  palled  Laws  for  firiking  Bills  of  Ciedit,  and 
emitting  them  on  Loan  at  Five  Pounds  per  Cent 
Intereft.  This  Intcreft  Money  being  rais’d  out  of 
the  Labour  and  Induflry  of  the  People,  and  to  which 
the  Proprietaries  did  not  contribute,  tho*  they  re¬ 
ceived  uncommon.  Benefit  therefrom,  in  the  Sale  of 
their  Lands,  it  was  thought  but  juft,  that  the  Affera- 
bly  fhould  have  the  Power  of  appropriating,  and  dif- 
pofing  of  the  Funds  created  thereby.  But  thefe 
Funds  at  fil'd  not  being  fufficient  to  fupport  the 
Government,  and  defray  the  public  Debts,  fundry 

other 
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other  Laws  were  parted,  from  Time  to  Time,  for 
laying  an  Excife  on  Rum,  Wine,  Brandy,  and  other 
ftrong  Liquors.  Thefe  Duties  alfo  being  paid  by 
the  People,  and  the  Monies  arirtng  thereby  intended 
for  the  Support  of  Government,  the  Affembly  were, 
in  like  Manner,  inverted  with  the  Power  of  dif- 
pofing  thereof. 

Such  aro  the  Powers  and  Privileges  which  the 
Artembly  legally  claim  ;  and  fuch  the  Pamphleteer  is 
pleafed  to  call  ‘c  repugnant — unreflrain  d — Powers  that 
“  render  the  Governor  and  all  the  Officers  of  the 
‘‘  Province  dependent  on  them.”  For  now,  fays  he, 

“  They  either  vote,  orwithold  the  Salaries  of  all  the 
li  Governors,  and  other  Officers,  as  they  either  are, 
“  or  are  not  the  Creatures  of  the  Artembly.”  By 
this  he  would  inlinuate  that  the  Governors  of  this 
Province,  have  a  fated  Salary ,  which  they  may  of 
Right  demand ,  and  that  the  Ajfembly  having  a  Power 
to  difpofe  of  the  Public  Money,  rorongfully  detain  it 
from  them.  But  fo groundlcfs  is  this  lnjinuation ,  that 
whatever  Sums  are  voted  by  them  for  the  Governor,  are 
merely  a  Benevolence,  and  what  he  has  no  Right  to  de¬ 
mand,  either  by  Larv  or  Cujlom.  For  it  has  been  th« 
continued  Pra&ice  of  our  Artemblies,  to  proportion 
ffieir  Gifts  to  the  Service  done  the  Public ,  and  they 

C  2  have 
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have  never  been  fixed  either  as  to  Time  or  Quantity. 
With  what  Juftice  then,  can  he  accufe  the  Ajjcmbly 
of  i mtholding  from  the  Governor ,  that-,  to  which  he 
has  no  Rioht  \  and  which  has  ever  been  deemed  a 

c_>  '  . 

Gratuity  ?  Or  with  what  Propriety  can  he  term  it  a 
Salary?  Further,  he  would  have  it  underftood,  that 
the  -s4rfcmhly  have  made  it  a  common  Practice ,  to 
with  old  the  Salaries  of  Officers,  who  are  net  in  their 
Interefh  The  Gentleman  flioiiid  have  given  fbme 
Examples,  of  fuch  a  Condud  \  I  know  of  none, 
fave  the  Salary  of  the  Kings  Attorney ,  which  was 
done,  on  paffing  a  Law  to  increafe  his  Fees,  and  which 
made  his  Income  by  the  Fees  only ,  equal  to  what  it 
had  ever  been  before,  with  the  Fees  and  Salary  to¬ 
gether,  Thus  do  thefe  Infinuations  vanilla,  and  turn 
out  no  more  than  groundless  Alfertion. 

.;  /  ■  '  },h.O'//  vr! 

I  come  next  to  take  a  View  of  the  Power's  which 
the  Proprietaries  and  their  Deputies  ajfume  to  them- 
[elves,  and  enquire  how  far  they  are  agreeable  to 
the  Enelijh  Conjlitution  5  how  far  conjiflent  with  the 
Liberties  of  a  Free  People ,  and  the  Royal  and  Pro¬ 
prietary  Charters ,  and  whether  the  Powers  and  Pri¬ 
vileges  in  the  Hands  of  the  AJfcmbly ,  are  more 
than  necejfary  to  counterbalance  them. 

This 
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This  being  a  Proprietary  Government,  the  Governor 
is  nominated  by  the  Proprietaries ,  and  approved  by  the 
Crown  *,  holds  his  Co  mini  (bon  during  their  Pleafure , 
and  from  them  receives  private  InJtruElians  resetting 
Matters  of  Government:  He  gives  Security  in  the 
Penal  Sum  of  Five  Thoufand  Pounds  Sterling,  ftridt- 
ly  to  obey  an bpurjue,  not  only  fuch  Inftru&ions  as  are 
delivered  with  his  Commillion,  but  all  fuch  other,  as 
lh.all  be  tranfmitted  to  him  during  his  Admmifiration. 
And  fo  facred  are  they,  that  our  late  Governors  have 
refufed  to  make  them  Public ,  or  lay  them  before  the 
AJfcmbly.  During  their  Refidence  here,  the  Gover¬ 
nors  receive  certain  Perquifites,  eftablifhed  by  fun- 
dry  perpetual  Laws  for  their  Support,  from  the  Fines, 
Forfeitures,  Tavern-Licences,  5$.  which,  commu- 
nibus  Annis,  amount  to  Two  Thoufand  Pounds. 

'  ■  ' . ‘  ;  ■-  V*  •'  '  ■  *v<\  ■  '  •  1 

It  is  a  known  Maxim  in  Politics,  that  in  Framing 
any  Plan  of  Government,  nothing  conduces  moie  to 
its  Profpeiity  and  Duration,  than  lo  to  conflitute  it, 
as  to  make  the  private  Intercffc  of  the  Ruler, 
co-operate  with,  and  fubfervient  to  the  Public  Good. 
Such  political  Connexion,  and  mutual  Dependency, 
may  render  even  the  avaritious,  or  the  ambitious 
Man,  a  Man  of  public  Spirit.  On  the  contrary,  if 

tire  private  Interefi  of  a  Ruler,  coincides  and  co-operates 

not 
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not  with  the  public  Utility ,  the  natural  Confequewce 
js  Difcontent,  and  Faction  on  the  Part  of  the  Governed^ 
and  Oppreffion  and  Tyranny  on  the  Part  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor.  An  Inftance  of  the  Former,  is  the  Britijh 
Conditution,  where  his  Majefty’s  private  Iqtereftand 
Welfare  are  infeparably  connected  with,  and  depen¬ 
dent  on  the  Profperity  of  his  People.  An  Example 
.of  the  latter,  was  the  embroil’d  unhappy  State  of  this 
Province,  when  the  Pamphlets  under  Confideration 
were  firft  ufher’d  into  the  World.  And,  indeed,  fo 
far  is  the  lnterefi  of  our  Governors  from  being  con¬ 
nected  with  that  of  the  People ,  that  it  is  abfolutely 
dependent  on  the  Good-  Will  and  Pleafure  of  certain 
Individuals ,  whofe  Intereft,  and  that  of  the  Public, 
have  always,  to  the  infinite  Detriment  of  both,  been 
held  incompatible.  So  far  are  they  from  being  ob¬ 
liged  to  preferve  the  Right  and  Liberties  of  the  Sub¬ 
ject,  as  our  Gracious  Sovereign  by  his  Coronation 
Oath  binds  himfelf  to  do,  that  on  the  contrary,  they 
lay  themfelves  under  a  confiderable  Penalty  to  adhere 
to  and  obey  private  Proprietary  lnftruttions^  tho’  ever 
fo  derogatory  to  the  Kings  Infiruttions ,  or  inconfifient 
with  the  Liberties  of  a  free  People.  They  hold  their 
Offices  at  the  Will  of  the  Proprietaries ;  to  difobey 
their  Directions,  is  a  Forfeiture  of  their  Commiffiions  ; 
and  therefore  fuch  InftruCtions  as  will  not  bear  the 

Light » 
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Light,  fuch  as  tend  to  impede  the  palling  falutary 

Laws,  and  fuch  as  obftrudl  the  public  Means,  whiclf 

fhould  be  entered  into  for  the  Defence  and  Security 

of  the  Province,  purjuant  to  the  Royal  Orders ,  have 

been,  ’till  of  late,  very  carefully  concealed.  Thefe 

Gentlemen  are  moftly  Foreigners ,  and  confequently 

Strangers  to  the  Confitittion,  its  Wants,  and  Necef- 

ficies,  its  true  Interefts  and  Difadvantages.  In  fhort, 

» 

tis  Folly  to  expedt,  that  Governors ,  whofe  Interefl  is 
totally  diftmtt  from  that  of  the  People ,  and  who  feru- 
pie  not  to  accept  of  Injlruftions  to  abridge  them  of 
their  Liberties ,  can  entertain  a  Thought  of  making 
them  Happy  \  fo  far  from  it,  that  Indigence,  Avarice , 
or  Ambition  is  ufually  their  Motive  for  accepting  the 
Government,  and  their  principal  Dejign  to  make  a 
Fortune.  What  might  not  Governors  under  the  In¬ 
fluence  of  fuch  ungenerous  Motives  be  prevail’d  on 
to  attempt  ?  Could  the  Liberties  of  a  People  befafely 
repofed  in  fuch  Hands  ?  Would  an  Lnglifb  Parliament 
trull  them  in  fuch  ?  Or  would  it  not  be  the  height 
of  political  Madnefs  in  our  Aflemblies,  to  commit 
the  abfolute  Difpofition  of  our  public  Funds,  to 
Men,  on  whofe  Adtions  they  have  no  Check,  or 
Controul. 

That  thefe  private  Infractions  relative  to  Matters 
©f  Government,  and  the  palling  of  Laws,  thefe 

Chech* 
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Checks  on  the  Proprietaries  Deputy,  are  inconfflent 
with  the  Royal  Grant,  a  wicked  Infraction  thereof, 
and  elfentially  flibverlive  of  our.prefent  Conftitutkm, 
will  evidently  appear  from  the  lead  Confideradon  of 
the  Grant  itfelf,  which  has  ever  been  deemed  the 
Bafis  of  our  legidative  Authority*  One  Claufe  of 
which  I  here  infert,  as  it  diffidently  proves  and  il- 
luftrates  this  Adertion.  t“  Know  ye,  that  we,  for  us, 
lt  our  Heirs,  and  Siicce/Tors,  do  grant  free,  full,  and 
abfolute  Power,  (by  Virtue  of  there  Prefentj)  to 
44  him  [William  Penn )  and  his  Heirs,  to  his  and 
«  their  Deputies  and  Lieutenants ,  for  the  good  and 
a  happy  Government  of  the  laid  Country,  to  ordain, 
“  make,  and  enaCt,  and  under  his  and  their  Seals  to 
«  publifh  any  Laws  whatfoever,  for  the  raifmg  of 
«  Money,  for  public  Ufes  of  the  faid  Province,  or 
«  unto  the  private  Utility  of  particular  Peifons,  ac - 
44  cording  to  their  heft  Difcretion,  by  and  with  the  Ad- 
44  vice,  Confent,  and  Approbation  of  the  Freemen  of 
44  the  faid  Country ,  or  the  greater  Part  of  them,  or 
44  of  their  Delegates  or  Deputies,  whom  for  enadhng 
44  the  faid  Laws,  when  and  as  often  as  need  fhall  re- 
«  quire,  we  will  that  the  faid  William  Penn  fhall 

84  alfemble,”  &c. 

Fro  x 
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From  this  Claufe  of  the  Royal  Charter,  fundry 
Things  naturally  occur  worthy  our  Attention. 

Fir  ft.  *  That  by  the  Words  thereof,  the  Deputies 
and  Lieutenants  of  William  Penn.,  and  his  Heirs, 
were  to  concur  with  the  People,  in  framing  Laws,  tc  ac- 

cording  to  their  heft  D  ifcretion.  Any  Inftrfihlions 

therefore,  which  have  a  tendency  to  take  away  or 
abridge  this  Power  of  exercifing  their  Dijcretton ,  in 
Matters  of  Government,  are  contrary,  not  only  to 
the  Defign,  but  the  exprefs  Words  of  the  Royal 
Grant,  and  a  direCt  Infraction  thereof. 

Secondly.  This  Charter  was  not  only 'made  to  Wil¬ 
liam  Penn ,  and  his  Heirs,  and  his  or  their  Deputies , 
inverting  him  and  them  with  Powers  and  Privileges, 
but  from  die  Infant  it  was  executed,  the  People  of 
this  Province  became  interefted  therein,  and  a  Party 
thereto.  The  Powers  of  Legifacioti  being  granted  to 
William  Penn  and  his  Heirs,  to  his  or  their  Deputies 
and  Lieutenants ,  “  by  and  with  the  yldvice ,  sdffent, 
“  and  approbation  of  the  Freemen  of  this  Country ,  or 
“  of  their  Delegates  or  Deputies From  hence  it  is 

manifeft,  that  the  People  and  their  Reprefentatives ,  by 

n  Virtue 
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Virtue  of  this  Royal  Favor ,  had  an  original  Right  ©f 
Legislation^  inherent  in  them,  and'  fuch  as  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries  cannot  dive (l  them  of,  or  in  the  lead  abridge, 
without  tramfling  on  the  [acred  ComraEl  of  his  Ma- 
jefiy’s  Royal  predeceffor. 

Thirdly.'  The  People  as  well  as  the  Proprietaries^ 
have  a  Power  ,cf  appointing  and  electing  Deputies  or 
Delegates,  to  reprednt  them  in  Legiflature.  In  which 
Cafe,  the  Law  is  iiicontedably  fettled,  f  that  fuch  £>*- 
pities  fliall  have  the  whole  Power  of  their  Principals  \ 
and  fo  edentially  annex’d  is  this  to  the  Office,  and 
Duty  of  Deputies,  that  they  cannot  be  conftituted  to 
do  a  finale  Ad,  or  to  execute  the  Office  of  their 
Condiments  in  Part  only.  Nor  can  their  Power  be 
diminished  by  any  Covenant  or  Bond ,  given  to  their 
Principals.  For  fbouldtliey  covenant,  not  to  do  any 
particular  Ad  which  their  Condiments  might  do, 
fuch  Covenant  is  repugnant ,  and  void  in  Law,  to  all 
Intents  and  Purpofes.  Of  this  Opinion  were  William 
Penn  the  Younger,  Son  and  Heir  of  the  fird  Pro¬ 
prietary,  and  the  learned  Judge  Mompeffon,  together 
with  the  red  of  the  Council  on  the  following  Claufe, 
in  Governor  Evans’s  Commidion,  viz*  “  Saving 
t  always 


s  Salk:  9f,  Parker  yet. Kett. 


\ 


- - 


[  *7  ] 

“  always  to  me  and  my  Heirs  *  our  final  Affent  rs 
cc  all  fucli  Biils  as  thou  fhalr  pafs  into  Laws  in  the 
cc  {aid  Government,”  &c.  In  anfwer  to  a  Meffage 
from  the  Alhembly,  “  requefting  the  Council  to  give 
“  their  Opinion  in  Writing  under  their  Hands,  con- 
u  cerning  the  Saving  or  Exception  in  the  Proprietary 
“  William  Penn's  Commijfion ,  to  the  prefent  Lieu- 
“  tenant  Governor ,  to  wit,  whether  the  laid  Saving 
“  is  void  of  itfelf,  and  does  not  vacate  rhe  reft  of 
“  the  faid  Commilfion,  and  render  it  invalid  ?  And 
“  whether  thole  Bills  which  the  prefent  Lieutenant 
“  Governor  fhali  think  fit  to  pafs  into  Laws,  and 
<c  caufe  the  Proprietary  Great-feal  to  he  affixed  there- 
iC  unto,  can  afterwards  be  vacated  or  atinull’d  by  the 
“  faid  Proprietary,  without  the  Afient  of  the  Aflfem- 
‘‘  bly  of  this  Province  ? 

44  We  of  rhe  Council,  whofe  Names  are  hereunto 
“  Sublcribed,  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  faid  Saving 
“  is  void  in  itfelf \  «and  does  not  vacate  the  refi  of 
“  the  Commiffton ,  nor  render  it  invalid:  And  that 
u  thole  Biils  which  the  prelent  Lieutenant  Governor 
ts  fhali  think  fit  to  pafs  into  Laws,  and  caulethe  faid 
w  Proprietary’s  Great-feal  to  be  affix’d  thereunto,  can- 

not  afterwards  be  vacated  or  annull’d  by  the  Pro - 

D  2  prietary , 
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a  pnetary,  without  the  sjfjent  of  the  HJfetnbly  of 
w  this  Province. 

\ 

tc  William  Penn,  jun.  “  William  Clark, 

“  Roger  Mompesson,  (  u  Griffith  Owen,  . 

f4  Edward  Shippen,  f  a  Richard  Hill, 

a  John  Guest,  j  “  James  Logan. 

r  ,-l  .  r  ‘  -  t  .  v j 

)• 

L  This  Point  is  alfo  confirm ed  by  the  prefent  Pro¬ 
prietaries  Mother  and  Predeceffor  Hannah  Penn ,  in 
her  Letter  of  Inftrudions  to  Sir  William  Keith , 
dared  the  20th  of  May,  I7i4-  Wherein  fhe  can¬ 
didly  acknowledges,  ‘c  that  the  Powers  of  Legiflature 
are  lodged  folely  in  the  Governor  and  Hjjembly, 
tC  without  fo  much  as  a  Negative  referved  to  the  Pro ~ 

v> 

i  i 

<c  prietary ,  if  abfent.” 

Fourthly .  Under  this  Royal  Grant,  the  People 
having  a  Power  to  delegate  their  Authority  in  Legifla- 
tion,  granted  to  them  in  as/#//  and  exprefs  Terms  as 
to  the  Proprietary,  no  good  Reafon  can  be  offer’d 
why  they  have  not  as  much  right  to  abridge  and  re¬ 
train  the  Power  of  their  Reprefcntatives,  as  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries  have  that  of  their  Deputies.  In  either  of 

which 
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which  Cafes,  there  is  fuchan  evident  Abfurdiry,  that 
it  is  difficult  to  determine,  whether  it  be  more  re¬ 
pugnant,  and  inconfident  with  the  Nature  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  Ejygencies-thereof,  to  fubjecd  the  Af- 
fembly  to  the  directions  of  a  fickle ,  and  con^ufed 
Multitude ,  or  a  Governor  to  the  private  lnfirutlions 

i 

of  a  Perfon  Three  Thoufand  Miles  diftant  from  the 
Country,  and  confequently  a  Stranger  to  its  imme¬ 
diate  Wants  and  Neceffities. 

Fifthly.  In  Purfuance  of  this  Royal  Grant, 

>  < 

William  Penn ,  by  the  Charter  of  Privileges  above- 
mentioned,  granted  unto  the  People  and  their  Repre - 
Jentatives ,  the  foie  Poroers  of  Leo  i flat  ion,  in  Conjunction 
with  the  Governor  for  the  Time  being.  <c  *  And 
alio,  that  no  Att-,  Law  or  Ordinance  whatfoever, 
<c  Ihall  at  any  Time  thereafter,  be  made  or  done,  to 
ct  alter ,  change  or  dimimfb  the  Form  and  Ejf'eCt  of 
“  this  Charter ,  or  of  any  Part  or  Claufe  therein, 

»  i  • 

tc  without  the  Conjent  of  the  Governor  for  the  Time 
<c  being,  and  Six  Parts  of  Seven  of  the  Ajfembly 
“  met.  And  further,  that  neither  he ,  nor  his  Heirs 
<£  or  Affigns,  fhall  procure  or  do  any  Thing  or  Things, 
whereby  the  Liberties  in  thi %  Charter  contained  and 

M  exprefTed, 
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tC  expretled,  fh  ill  be  infringed ,  or  broken.  And  if 
46  any  Tiding  be  procured,  or  clone,  by  any  Pei'fon  of 
sc  Perfon s,  contrary  to  thefe  Prefents,  it  fhali  be  held 
“  of  no  Force  and  Effect This  being  the  exprefs 
Covenant  pf  William  Penn  With  the  People,  is  it 
not  a  Piece  of  the  mold  arbitrary  and  unparalleled 
Injptftice  in  his  Children  and  Succeffors,  to  attempt, 
i vtthom  the  People's  Confent  in  a  formal  of  legi¬ 

slature,  to  controul  or  abridge  the  Powers  and  Priii - 
leges  fo  granted  by  their  worthy  Progenitor ;  and  by 
their  private  Infirublions,  innovate  the  Conftitution 
at  their  Plealure  ? 

From  what  has  been  Paid,  it  appears  plain,  that  Pro¬ 
prietary  IhflruHions,  contrary  to  the  Royal  and  Pro¬ 
prietary  Charters ,  and  not  warranted  by  the  Laws  of 
England ,  are  a  flagrant  Violation  of  the  Royal  Contrail 
with  William  Penn  and  the  People ;  contrary  to  the 
exprefs  Covenant  contained  in  Cat  Proprietary  Charter  ; 
inconfiflent  with  the  Nature  of  Powers ,  which  the  Law 
has  been  careful  to  keep  entire ,  as  the  only  Means  to 
prefervegood  Order  in  Governments  eftablifhed  un- 
d  er  the  Engltfb  Conftitution,  where  no  fuch  Abfurdity 
and  Inconveniency  was  ever  allowed  of,  as  to  give  the 
Perfonsreprefented,  a  Power  to  controul  their  Reprefen_ 

tatives.  And  I  appeal  to  every  Briton .  and  lover  of 

Liberty, 
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Liberty,  whether  they  can  form  to  themfelves,  Ideas 

of  a  People  in  greater  Difhefs,  or  of  any  Thing 
more  Deftrudtive  to  true  Liberty,  or  indeed  to  the 
Exigence  of  Society  itfelf,  than  that  when  a  legifla- 
five  Body  fhall  have  framed  Bills  abfolutely  neceffary 
for  the  Promotion  and  Advancement  of  Commerce; 
for  the  Defence  and  Prefervation  of  the  Country, 
and  to  repel  from  its  Bordet's,  mod:  favage,  blood- 
thirfty,  butchering  Enemies  ;  Bills  to  enable  us  as  a 
Colony,  to  comply  with  his  Majefty’s  gracious  Orders, 
for  the  Protection  of  America,  it  fhould  be  in  the 
Power  of  two  private  Individuals ,  either  thro’  Ca¬ 
price,  Intereft,  or  Ambition,  by  unconflitutional  In- 
fhutlions,  to  interrupt  and  defeat  Ale afnres  judged  fo 
indifpenfably  neceffary  for  the  Good  and  Security  of 
the  public.  And  yet  of  late,  fuch  was  our  diftrefsfui 
Situation;  of  which,  evident  Proof  fhall  be  given 
hereafter,  that  altho’  thefe,  and  many  more  Bills  of 
the  like  Nature,  have  been  offered  to  our  Governors 
by  the  Aflembly,  fo  abridged  and  refrained  hath  been 
their  by  thefe  Proprietary  Infirnclions,  that  no: 

one  hath  been  aflented  to  by  them,  or  enabled  into  a 
Laro.  And  to  fereen  their  Authors  from  public  odium , 
they  have,  till  of  late,  been  induftrioufly  concealed  from' 
the  View,  both  of  the  Affembly  and  People. 


Ir 
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If  is  the  cotiftant  Pradice  of  his  Majefty  s  Ame¬ 
rican  Governors,  immediately  upon  their  arrival,  to 
Record  all  Royal  Inftrndions,  in  the  public  Rolls 
Offices,  that  the  Aftemblies  may  have  fee  Accefs  to 
them,  and  thereby  be  directed  in  the  framing  of 
Laws  :  And  if  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  con¬ 
ceive  them  unjuft,  or  inconftftent  with  the  Liberties 
of  the  Subjed,  it  hath  ever  been  Their  undifputed 
Right,  to  examine  into  their  Legality,  and  Validity  ; 
to  proteft  againft  them,  and  to  ref afe  Supplies,  till 
the  Grievances  refuking  therefrom,  have  been  pre- 
vioufty  redreffid.  But  our  Proprietaries  Inftrudions, 
if  their  Wills  muft  become  a  Law,  are,  it  feems,  of 
a  more  [acred  Stamp ,  they  will  give  Inftrudions  to 
their  Governors,  whereby  the  Rights  and  Privileges 
of  the  Subjed  may  be  taken  from  them,  and  yet  bide 
them,  with  Care,  from  the  View  of  the  People  and 
their  Reprefentatives,  left  they  ftiould,  remonftrate 
againft  them,  and  ffiew  how  ojapreffive  they  are,  and 
how  objlruElive  to  his  Majefty’s  Royal,  Order,,  for  t  e 
Protection  of  his  Subjeds. 


It  would  be  well  if  this  were  the  only  Inftance  where- 
the  Proprietaries  and  their  Deputies  had  affirmed 
to  themfelves  tmconfiitutional  ’  owers,  greater  than 
his  Majefty  ever  exercifed  or  claimed. 


m 
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By  another  Claule  in  the  fame  Royal  Charter,  they  "5 
are  inverted  with  a  Power  of  “  doing  all,  and  every 
“  Thin^,  which  unto  the  compleat  Eftablifhment  of 
a  Juftice ;  unto  Courts  and  Tribunals,  Forms  of  Ju- 
«  dicature,  and  Manner  of  Proceedings  does  be- 
«  long,”  It  was  undoubtedly  the  Delign  of 

this  Royal  Favor,  to  invert  the  Proprietaries,  with  a 
power  of  granting  Commillions  to  fuch  as  fhould 
prefidc  in  the  Seats  of  Juftice,  and  other  Offices, 
in  the  fame  Manner  only,  that  his  Majefty  commif- 
ffonates  his  Officers  in  England ,  that  is,  according 
to  the  Laws,  and  Cuftoms  of  that  Kingdom,  and 
that  William  Penn ,  underftood  the  Royal  Grant,  in 
this  Manner ,  appears  manifeft  from  his  Covenant 
with  the  People,  in  the  Frame  of  Government,  viz.. 
a  tliat  he  would  nominate,  and  appoint  fuch 
f*  Pcrfons  for  Judges,  Treasurers,  Mafters  of  the 
«  Rolls,  Sheriffs,  Jufiices,  &c.  as  were  mod  fitly 
.«  qualified  for  thofe  Employments  j  to  whom  he 
“  would  make,  and  grant  Commilfions,  for  the  faiu 
Offices  refpedtively,  to  hold  them  for  Jo  long 
ic  Time,  as  every  filch  Perfon  fhould  TPe//  behave  him— 
i«  felf,  in  the  Office,  or  Place,  him  refpedively 
«  granted,  and  »*  longer.”  But  this  Plan ,  tho  ex* 
eented  by  their  worthy  Predectjfor  for  many  Years, 
has,  of  late,  been  thought  too  full  of  Libeity,  by 
•ur  prefent  Proprietaries.  It  did  not  render  the  Pco- 
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pie’s  Properties  fufficiently  precarious,  nor  fubjed  them1 
to  the  abfolute  Vifpojal  of  their  Superiors.  And 
therefore,  in  defpite  of  this  Royal  Grant,  and  the 
Contrad  of  their  Pfedeceffor,  and  in  contempt  of 
the  Laws,  Ufages  and  Cuftoms,  of  our  Mother 
Conftitution,  all  our  Officers  of  Juftice,  from  the 
Governor,  down  to  an  inferior  Juftice  of  Peace,  hold' 
their  Commiffions  during  the  Proprietaries  Pleafure  > 
whereas,  in  England,  mo  ft  of  thefe  Offices  are 
granted,  quam  diu  fe  bene  gefferint,  viz.  during  good 
Behaviour.  *  The  King  fubmits  his  private  Right ,  and 
lnterefi ,  nay,  even  Mis  Prerogative,  to  be  determined 
by  Men,  under  no  Checkg,  Judges  who  have  Free¬ 
holds  in  their  Offices,  and  who  can  have  no  Motive 
againft  their  Duty  ;  and  that  becaufe  he  will  do  his 
Subjeds  no  Wrong. But  in  this  unhappy  Colony> 
where  Proprietary  Power  and  Property  prevail,  the 
Proprietaries  and  their  Deputies,  have  taken  Care  fo 
toconftitute  every  Court  of  Jufiice ,  that  in  Cafe  their 
lnterefi  ffiould  clajh  with  the  People's  Rights,  or  they 
fhould  be  inclinable  to  fupport  and  countenance  a  Fa-' 
vorite,  they  may  have  the  Determination  of  the  Mat¬ 
ter, 

*  By  the  Ad  of  Settlement,  all*  the  Judges  of  the  King’s 
Bench,  and  Common  Pleas,  are  to  be  granted,  during  good 
Behaviour  5  nor  can  they  be  removed  by  the  Crown,  without 
a  legal  Trial,  but  upon  the  Remonft ranee,  or  Petition  of  the 
Houle  of  Commons,  in  which  Cafe,  they  ate  removable 
without  any  other  Examination,  but  what  is  made  by  that  Houfe. 
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t1er,  as  it  were,  in  their  own  Hands .  It  is  a  Maxim  it} 
the  Englifb  Confutation ,  that  no  one  ought  to  he  Judge 
in  his  own  Caufe ,  *  nemo  debet  effe  Judex  in  propria 
Caufa\  and  the  Mayor  of  Hereford ,  was  laid  by  the 
Heels,  for  lilting  in  Judgment  in  his  own  Caufe, 
jtho’  by  Charter  he  was  the  J'ole  Judge  of  the  Court. 
Yet  mod  of  our  Difputes,  betwixt  us  and  our  Pro¬ 
prietaries,  concerning  Land ,  and  among  ourfelves  in 
the  firft  Inftance,  are  determined  before  the  Governor, 
their  Commiflioner  of  Property,  who  holds  this  Office 
during  their  Pleafurel  How  far  the  Elfablifhment  of 
this  Seat  of  Juflice,  can  be  reconciled  with  the  Laws 
pf  England ,  and  the  fixth  Claufe  of  the  Proprietary 
Charter,  in  which  it  is  exprefly  covenanted,  “  that, 
no  Perfon  or  Perfons,  fhall,  or  may,  at  any  Time, 

**  thereafter,  be  obliged  to  anfwer  any  Complaint, 
Matter,  or  Thing  whatfoever,  relating  to  Property 
“  before  the  Governor  and  Council ,  or  in  any  other 
u  Place,  but  in  ordinary  Courfe  of  Juflicef  I  leave 
the  candid  and  impartial  to  determine.  For 
my  own  Part,  I  can  fee  little  difference,  between  a 
Perfon  fitting  Judge  in  his  own  Caufe ,  and  one  who 
has  Power  to  remove  rhe  Judge  at  Pleafure ,  of 
giving  him  private  Inflrudtions  to  diredt  his  Condutff, 
and  which  he  is  bound,  under  a  confiderable  Penalty,  j 

E  2  flridly 
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ftri&ly  to  purfue  and  obey.  Thus  it  is,  that  owe 
Proprietaries,  and  their  Deputies,  do  every  Thing, 
which  unto  a  compleat  Eftablifhment  of  Juftice  be_ 
]ongs ;  or,  to  fpeak  without  Irony,  thus  it  is  they 
check  the  Springs  of  Juftice,  and  fap  its  very  Foun¬ 
dations.  Heu  mifera  Servitus  ubi  jus  eft  vagum  aut 
iyicognitum !  How  miferably  en flayed ,  mu  ft  that  Coun¬ 
try  be-,  where  the  Laws  are  neither  Jett  led,  nor  known! 

But,  not  contented  with  thefe  extraordinary  In- 
vafions  of  the  Subjects  Rights,  with  this  abfolute 
Power  of  difpofing  of  their  Properties,  our  two  Iaft 
Governors,  and  their  Pamphleteer,  are  for  enlarging 
them.  They  have  attempted  to  deprive  the  Aftem- 
bly  of  thofe  Privileges  known  to  be  the  undoubted 
Right  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  confequently 
the  Right  of  the  yhffethbly ef  Pennsylvania ,  who,  by 
the  forementioned  Claufe  of  the  Proprietary  Charter, 
6re  inverted  “  with  ail  the  Powers  and  Privileges  of 
tc  an  Aftembly,  according  to  the  Rights  of  the  Free., 
£<  born  Subjects  of  England They  have  new  mo- 
del’d,  altered,  and  amended  Money-Bills,  which 
have  parted  the  Houfe  of  Aftembly,  for  the  granting 
Supplies,  in  purfuance  of  his  Majefty’s  Orders.  This 
.  they  have  done  to  reducethem  to  their  private  Iri- 
rtrudtions,  and  thereby  prevent  a  Forfeiture  of  their 

Bonds 
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Bonds :  They  have  alfo  chimed  a  Power  of  difpofing 
and  appropriating  the  Funds  railed  by  the -£#«/<?  and 
Loan-Office,  tho’  neither  they,  nor  their  Principals, 
ever  contributed  a  Farthing  towards  them. 

\j.,  i  u  r  •  l  %  •  -  i  •  *  %  ■  j ^  4  ‘  *  '  ' 

Thus,  have  the  Schemes,  and  Conduit  of  out  Pro¬ 
prietaries,  been  perfedly  uniform. .  They  feem  de¬ 
termined  to  eitablifh  a  Syftem  of  Dejpotifm  and  Sla¬ 
very,  at  the  Expence  of  the  Rights,  and  Liberties,  of 
the  People  :  They  have  been  depriving  them  of  their 
Privileges,  one  after  another,  and  in  Proportion, 
augmenting  their'  own  Poroer.  They  began,  with  ren 
dering  every  Officer  of  the  Courts  of  Juftice,  depen¬ 
dent  on  their  Will  and  Pleafitre.  Having  obtained 
this  Point,  without  much  apparent  Difcontent  on  the 
Part  of  the  People,  they  next  introduced  their  oppref- 
ftve  private  Inftruttions,  and  not  difmayed,  at  the 
glorious  Oppojition  they  met  with  from  our  Affiemb lies 
in  this  refped,  embraced  a  moll  melancholy  Time 
of  Danger  and  Diftrefs,  as  the  only  favourable  Con, 
jundure,  of  extorting  from  the  People  their  Liberties, 
and  accompiifliing  thenrSchemes :  Nay,  they  have  yen- 
tured  to  add  their  other  Claim,  of  amending  Money- 
Bills,  whereby  they  would  abridge  the  People  of  their 

undoubted  Right,  to  grant  Supplies  their  own  Way. 

■  )  *  • 

...  Having 


[  38  J 


Having  tlnis  given  a  true  State,  of  the  Powers 
and  Pretensions,  whether  Fundamental,  and  Legally 
'  obtained,  or  unjuftly  and  arbitrarily  aihured, '  of  our 
Proprietaries,  and  their  Deputies  ;  and  alio  of  the 
Powers,  and  Privileges  of  the  AHembly  of  this  Pro¬ 
vince  ;  and  evidently  proved,  that  the  latter,  have 
no  other  Rights,  than  what  were  purchafed ,  by  their 
Predecelfors,  at  the  Rifque  of  their  Lives  and  For¬ 
tunes,  or  granted  them  by  reafonable  Laws,  con¬ 
firmed  by  Approbation  of  their  gracious  Sovereign  : 
And  on  the  other  Hand,  that  the  Proprietaries  have, 
in  the  mo  ft  opprejfive  Manner,  ufurped  the  Powers 
given  by  the  Royal  Grant,  and  the  Proprietary  Char¬ 
ter,  to  the  People  of  this  Province  ;  P  owers,  which 
it  would  be  neither  prudent,  norfafe,  in  a  mixed 
Form  of  Government,  to  tcuffc  in  the  Hands  of  any 
f  private  Stibjett. 


I  next  proceed,  to  conlider  the  grofs,  and  wilfu} 
Mifreprefentations,  contained  in  the  Biuep  State  and 


Sequel. 


. 

*  Very  great  Riches,  fays  a  late  Writer,  in  private  Men >  are 
always  Dangerous  to  States,  becaufe  they  create  greater  De¬ 
pendence,  than  can  be  confident  with  the  fecurity  of  any  Sort 
of  Government  whatfoever:  They  Place  Subjefts  upon  too  near 
a  Level  with  their  Sovereigns,  deftroy  among  the  Com^ 
mons,  thatBallance  of  Property  and  Power,  which  is  necellary 
to  a  Democracy,  or  Bemocratical  Part  of  any  Government: 
Overthrow  the  Poifeoi  it,  and  indeed  alter  its  Nature,  the* 
aoc  its  Name.” 


[  J9  ] 
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Sequel.  I  fhall  not  mifpend  my  Time,  in  angering 

the  low  Scurrilities,  and  unmannerly  Reflexions, 
this  Author  Co  liberally  beftows  on  the  Aflembly, 
Germans  and  Quakers.  My  Deiign  is  to  aflert  the 
Rights  of  this  Conftitution,  and  vindicate  the  Aflem- 
blies  of  this  Province,  who  have  made  fo  noble  a 
Struggle  ■  for  our  Privileges  •,  I  fhall  therefore,  con¬ 
fine  myfelf  to  thofe  Fads,  which  may  poflibly  weigh 
With  thofe,  who  rather  through  Inadvertence,  than 
Partiality,  may  take  them  for  granted'. 

'  V 

N.  .  i 

The  principal  Charges,  this  Author  forms  againft 
the  Affembly,  are,  “  that  they  claim  a  Kind  of  In- 
dependency  upon  their  Mother  Country,  defpifing 
<(  the  Orders  of  the  Crown,  and  refuflng  to  contri- 
“  bute  their  Quota,  either  to  the  general  Defence  of 
<c  America ,  or  that  of  their  own  particular  Pro- 
<c  vince.”  ’Tis  a  School-boy’s  Trick,  when  he  has 
commited  a  Fault,  to  complain  firft,  and  charge  it 
on  his  Companion.  Thus,  our  Proprietaries  being 
well  affured,  that  if  they  perfifted  in  their  Syfiem  of 
Politics ,  the  Oppolition,  a  free  People  mull  necef- 
iarily  give  them,  would  vaftly  obftruX  the  public 
Meafures,  and  that  this  would  naturally  induce  an 
Inquiry  into  the  Caufe  ;  and  well  knowing,  they 
{hould  make  but  a  mean  figure  in  the  Diipute,  un- 

lefs 
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lefs  they  could,  by  Tome  Means,  raife  a  popular 
Clamour,  and  create  a  Prejudice  againft  the  Affem- 
Hly,  in  the  Minds  of  our  Superiors,  rhey,  by  their 
Pamphleteer,  wrongfully  accufe  the  Aifcmbly,  of 
thole  very  Crimes,  which  to  themfelves,  of  all  Man¬ 
kind,  are  moll;  jnfily  imputable.  For  they  not  only 
claim  a  Kind  off  Independency  on  our  Mother  Coun¬ 
try,  but  have  already,  by  their  Infringements  of  the  Royctl 
Grant ,  eftablifhed  a  kind  of  ablolute  Government  a- 
mong  us.,  and  changed  tins  mixed  borm-,  into  meer  Mo¬ 
narchy.  So  far  have  they  delpifed  the  Orders  of  the 
Crown ,  that  they  have  not  only  refujed  to  contribute 

their 


t  In  the  Year  17*57,  when  his  Majefty  was  rcfolved  to 
make  one  vigorous  Effort,  towards  extirpating  the  brench 
from  North  America,  and  relieving  his  Subjects  from .  their 
mercilefs  Barbarities,  Orders  were  lent  to  all  the  Colonies,  to 
exert  their  uunoft  Abilities  in  aid  of  the  glorious  Deiign. 
TheAllembly,  being  determined,  that  nothing  fliould  prevent 
their  Zeal  for  his  Majefty ’s  Honour,  and  good  of  the  People 
entrufted  to  their  Care,’  appointed  a  Committee,  to  report 
on  the  Proprietary  Inftrudtions,  how  much  could  be  railed, 
were  their  diredtions  puifued.  From  whofe  Eftimate  it 
appears,  that  the  Aflembly,  were  they  to  adhere  to  them,  could 
give  but  one  Quarter  Part  of  what  was  indifputably  ne-ceflary  for 
thePurpofe,  and  therefore,  their  Hands  being  eyed  up,  by  thefe 
cruel  Inftrudtions,  it  was  impoflible  they  fhould  comply 
with  his  Majefty’s  Royal  Orders.  This  is  not  only  claiming 
an  Independencf,  but  a  Power,  iuperior  to  Royalty  itfelf,  as 
the  Inftrudtions  of  the  Proprietaries,  tho’  Inconfiftent  with 
the  Royal  Orders,  were  tenaciou fly  iniifted  on  by  the  Governor 
and  Proprietary’s  Council,  in  two  feveral  lnftances,  and  would 
not  have  been  wav’d,  lec  the  Conferences  have  proved  ever 
fo  fatal,  had  not  his  Majefty  s  Commander  in  Chief 
inteipofed. 


V 
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their  Quota  to  thegeneral  Defence  of  America  ariddiifi 
of  their  own  particular  Province ,  by  rejecting  an  equals 
and  juft  Tax ,  on  their  exorbitant  Eftates,  but  have  pre¬ 
vented  their  Governors  from  paffing.  Laws,  which 
would  have  effectually  defeiaded  this  Province,  and  af* 
Lifted  in  the  general  Defence  of-  America ,  even  with* 
out  their  Contribution.  All  which  I  hope  to  evince* 
before  I  have  done,  by  inconteflable  Vouchers , 

The  firft  Inftance,  adduced  by  our  Author,  t& 
piove  the  foregoing  heinous  Charges  on  the  Afferli- 
bly,  is,  u  the  Oppofition  they  gave  to  Governor 
“  Thomas ,  in  railing  Soldiers,  to  fend  againft  the 
‘£  Spaniards ,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  their  abfolute 
et  refufal,  to  contribute  a  Farthing,  for  that  Service" 
’Tis  true,  the  AfTembly  did  not  grant  any  Supplies 
for  that  particular  Expedition.  Arid  their  Reaforis, 
which  this  Author  fhould  have  had  the  Candor  id 
have  given  to  the  Public,  as  they  were  to  be  founds 
in  the  fame  Place,  whence  he  extra&ed  his  othet 
Knowledge,  were  as  follow.  They  had  actually  voted 
Pour  Thoufand  Pounds,  to  his  Majefty’sUfe,  intended 
for  the  Encouragement  of  Soldiers,  to  enlift  for  thdi 
Enterprise and  had  prepared  a  Bill,  to  Levy  the  farn d  , 
6n  the  Inhabitants.  But  fuch  extraordinary,  and  un- 
frwmmon  Invafions,  Were  then  made  and  abetted,  by 

p 
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the  Governor;,  upon  the  Property  of  the  Subjeds,  in 
enliftint:  of  Servants,  alth  o’  there  were  Freemen  e- 
nough  ready  and  willing,  to  enter  into  the  Service, 
and  fuch  heavy  Expences  had  accrued,  by  the  Af- 
lembly’s  long  Sitting,  to  redrefs  that  among  ether 
Grievances,  that  they  determined  not  to  lend  up  the 
Bill  ;  but  very  jiiftly  appropriated  that  Money,  to  the 
Payment  of  the  Mailers,  whole  Properties  had  been 
fo  ihegallj  and  •violently  taken  from  them.  W  hoever 
well  coniiders  the  Nature  of  our  Indented  Servants^ 
that  they  are  our  Property,  piirchaled  under  the  Sanc¬ 
tion  of  APIs  of  Parliament ,  and  a  pofiti've  Laro  of 
this  Colony  ;  that  they  are  eonfidered  by  our  Courts 
of  Jullice,  as perfonal Chattels,  an<|  goto  the  Execu¬ 
tors  of  Perfons  deceafed,  for  Payment  of  Debts,  in 
common  with  their  other  ErTeds  ;  that  upon 
them,  the  Cultivation  of  our  Lands,  our  Trade,  and 
Commerce  principally  depend,  cannot  but  approve, 
and  juftify  the  Condud  of  the  Aftembly,  in  with¬ 
holding  th'e  Supplies  demanded,  until  thofe  Violation * 
of  the  Subjects  Property,  equally  uiijuft  and  un- 
neceftary,  were  removed  and  reareffed  ■,  and,  (.Relief 
being  in  that  Refped  obftinately  refilled  by  the 
Governor,)  in  diverting  the  Supplies,  raifed  for  the 
Service  of  the  War,  towards  the  Relief  of  injured 
uid  opprejfed  Individuals Such  a  Condud  as  thp» 

however 
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however  difagreeable  to  the  arbitrary  and  flavifh  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  this  Pamphleteer,  muff  certainly  meet  with 
the  Approbation  of  every  free  Briton,  who  h  is  any 
Knowledge  of  the  Rights  of  aHoufeof  Commons, 
whofe  chief  Power  and  moll  effential  Privilege,  con* 
lifts  in  having  a  Right  to  roitboid  Supplies,  till  the 
Grievances  of  the  People  are  redrejfed. 

Byx  from  this  Author’s  difingenuous  Method  of 
reprefenting  this  Fail,  a  Stranger  might  conclude, 
that  the  AfTembly  had  perverfely  oppofed  “  the  en- 
“  lifting  of  Soldiers  at  all ,  Freemen  not  excepted, 

and  thereby  disregarded  the  Orders  of  the  Crown.” 
Had  he  intended  to  have  given  the  World  a  juft  idea 
of  this  Oppofition,  he  would  have  declared  candidly, 
that  it  was  confined  to  the  enliftin £  of  Servants  only, 
and  that  every  Encouragement,  which  could  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  a  loyal  and  faithful  People,  was  given 
by  our  Aftembly,  for  the  enlifting  of  Freemen.  And 
the  Reafons  of  this  Oppofition,  together  with  the 
whole  Tranfadtion,  appear  on  the  Minutes  of  the 
Houfe,  as  I  have  reprefented  them.  For  fo  far  were 
the  Aftembly,  on  this  Occafion,  from  di [regarding 
the  Orders  of  the  Crown,  that,  having  informed  the 
Governor,  of  the  neceftity  they  lay  under  to  appro¬ 
priate  the  Money  intended  for  theUfes  of  the  Crown, 

F  Z  towards 
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fpSfayds  farisfying  the  .Damages  which  the  M afters, 
had  fuftained  by  fo  oppreffive  an  Invafion  of  their  Pro¬ 
perties,  they  exprefly  declare  *j*  “  that  they  ever  ,  have 
ft  been,  and  are  ready  and  roilling ,  to  demonftrate 
ft  their  Loyalty  apd  Fidelity,  by  giving  fuch  a  Sum 
ft  of  Money  to  the  Crown,  as  may  be  a  full  Pro- 
**  portion  to  what  was  given  by  the  neighbouring 
ft  Colonies  ;  provided  the  Servants  fo  unjuftly  taken 
??  apd  detained  from  their  M  afters,  be  returned.* 
This  Tranfadion  therefore,  fo  confidently  perverted 
and  mifreprefented  by  our  Pamphleteer,  and  addu¬ 
ced  as  one  of  hts  “  glaring  Inftances,”  being  thus 
truly  unfolded,  inftead  of  fupporting  his  Charge, 
fully  proves  that  his  Aflertions  deferve  no  Credit, 
and  that  Supplies  were  adually  prepared,  and  ready 
to  be  offered,  had  not  the  oppreffive  M eafures  of  the 

Troprietary  Deputy  prevented. 

‘  * 

But,  to  give  a  furrher  In  fiance  of  this  Gentleman  s 
total  Want  of  Candor,  and  iniquitous  Defign  to  im- 
pofe  upon  the  World,  by  a  lame  and  partial  Account 
of  Things;  I  fhall  hereinfert  a  Vote  of  the  Houfe  at 
large,  made  about  this  Time,  f  “  The  Houfe  taking 
ft  into  Confederation  the  many  Taxes  their  Fellow 

Subjeds 

4  Votes  jjugujl  <$th.  1740. 
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Subjedts  of  Great -Brit ain  are  obliged  to  pay,  to-r 
wards  fupporting  the  Dignity  of  the  Crown,  and 
**  defraying  the  neceffary  and  contingent  Charges 
«  of  Government,  and  willing  to  demonftrate  the 
“  Fidelity,  Loyalty,  and  AfFedtion  of  the  Inhabi- 
“  tants  of  this  Province,  to  our  Gracious  Sovereign, 
s‘  by  bearing  a  Share  of  the  Burthen  of  our  Fellow 
u  Subjedts,  proportionable  to  our  Circum fiances. 
Do  therefore  chearfully  and  unanimoufly  rcfolve,  lhat 
<■!■  Three  Thoufand  Pounds  be  paid  for  the  Ufe  of 
‘f  the  King,  his  Heirs  ar.d  Succeffors,  to  be  applied 
to  fuch  Ufes,  as  he,  in  his  Royal  Wifdom,  fnall 
think  fit  to  diredt  and  appoint.”  This  Sum,  was 
afterwards  paid  by  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence 
to  the  Agent  of  the  Alfcmbly,  and  by  him  into 
his  Majefty’s  Exchequer.  This  Loyal,  affedlionate, 
and  voluntary  Supply,  is  carefully  omitted  by  the  honeft 
Pamphleteer,  as  it  fuited  not  his  Defign  of  exalting 
every  Vice  and  oppreffive  Tranfadtion  of  our  Gover¬ 
nors  into  political  Virtues,  and  vilifying  the  Affem- 
blys  Conduct,  fo  as  to  pervert  every  Meafure  taken 
by  them  for  the  public  Welfare  and  Security,  into  a 
Contempt  of  his  Majcfly’s  Orders,  and  into  Crimes 
little  fhort  of  High  Treafon.  To  mifreprefent  pri¬ 
vate  Fads,  and  Tranfadtions  between  one  Subjedl  and 

another, 
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another,  denotes  a  Heart  far  gone  in  Corruption  and 
Depravity  :  But  to  reprefeptthe  public  Operations  of 
Government  in  falfe  and  delufive  Colours,  with  Intent 
£o  alienate  the  King’s  Affe&ions  from  his  People,  de¬ 
notes  a  malignity  of  Heart  which  no  Pen  can  de- 
fcribe.  That  this  is  our  Author’s  Cafe,  a  very  little 
Explanation  not  only  of  this,  but  of  every  other 
Fa£t  he  has  mentioned  in  both  his  Pamphlets,  will 
fufficiently  dcmonftrate. 

Being  diffident,  and  with  good  Reafon,  that  this 
cl  glaring  Inftance”  of  his,  would  be  infufficient  to 
prove  his  Charge  againfi:  the  Affembly,  he  gives  them 
a  Difcbarge  of  all  his  Artillery  at  once,  and  affirms* 

that  during  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  laft  War, 
“  they  have  often  been  called  on  by  the  Crown,  and 
ct  by  Governor  Shirley ,  to  Furnilfi  Supplies  for  the 
“  Expedition  again  (t  Canada”  He  does  not,  indeed, 
pofitively  deny  that  any  Supplies  were  granted  on 
thefe  Occafions  *,  ([which,  for  want  of  better,  (hall 
pafs  as  a  Mark  of  hisModefty)  yet,  fully  determined 
to  lay  nothing  that  was  good  of  the  Afiembly,  he 
artfully  reprefents  their  Compliance  in  fuch  a  Light, 
as  to  depreciate  it  even  below  a  Refufal ;  for,  fays 
he  *£t  if  they  have  at,  all  contributed,  it  has  been 

done 
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t:  done  Co  indirectly,  and  in  a  Manner  fc  fhame'ful 
»*  to  this  rich  Province,  To  grudgingly,  and  in  fuck 
“  fmall  Sams,  as  rather  to  hurt  than  ferve  the  Cora- 
“  mon  Caufe.”  This  Charge  alfo  will  vanifh  upon  $ 
little  Explanation.  In  the  Year  1746  Governor  Thomas 
called  on  the  AfTembly  for  Provifions  for  the  Sol¬ 
diers  intended  for  the  Reduction  of  Canada.  Theyy 
with  great  Chearfulnefs  and  Loyalty,  declare  them- 
felves  ready  to  give  a  Sum  of  Money  for  the  King  s 
Ufe  but,  upon  infpedting  the  public  Funds,  they 
found  there  was  not  fuch  a  Sum  as  they  thought  ne- 
cellary  for  that  Purpofe,  and  as  they  would  willingly 
grant  ;  and  therefore  propofed  ftriking  a  furtherSum 
in  Bills  of  Credit,  (which  they  conceived  neceffary 
for  the  Support  of  a  medium  of  Trade)  to  be  emit-' 
ted  on  Loan  at  the  ufual  Intereft.  To  a  Bill  prepared 
and  fent  up  for  this  Purpofe,  the  Governor  Was  pleaf- 
ed  to  refufe  his  Ajjent.  The  Affembly  perceiving 
rhemfelves  debat’d  from  granting  Supplies  in  their 
<rmn  Way >  and  being  unwilling  to  enter  into  Con- 
troverfy  with  rhe  Governor,  immediately  voted  the 
Sum  of  Five  Thoujand  Pounds ,  payable  out  of  the 
Bills  of  Credir,  then  in  the  Loan  Office,  for  ex¬ 
changing  torn  and  ragged  Money  j  and  fent  up  a 
Bill  for  ftriking  and  emitting  other  Bills  to  the  fame 
Value,'  to  be  funk  by  an  Excife  on  Strong  Liquors/ 

This’ 
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This  Bill  was  ena&ed  into  a  Law,  and  the  Five  Thoti- 
fand  Founds  laid  oat  by  the  Governor  himfelf  in  the 
Purchafe  of  Proviflons.  A  Sum  as  Urge  as  could 
reafonably  be  expected  from  the  Province,  or 
was  actually  required  of  the  Aflembly  •,  and  much 
larger  than  feveral  other  Colonies  thought  proper  to 
give.  This  being  the  true  State  of  one  of  thefc 
Tranfadtions  Hinted  at  by  our  Author  in  general  Terms 
only,  how  far  has  he  deviated  from  the  Truth  in  this 
attempt,  to  depreciate  the  Manner  in  which  this 
Money  was  granted,  by  averting  that  it  rather  hurt 
than  fervd  the  common  Caufe  1 

He  proceeds  in  His  Charges*  and  affirms,  u  that 
tC  the  Aflembly  have  not  been  more  attentive  to  the 
£<  Defence  of  their  own  particular  Province,  than  to 
iC  that  of  his  Majefty’s  American  Dominions  in  ge- 
“  nerah”  True,  indeed*  it  is,  that  they  have  never 
raifed  a  Sum  of  Money  for  the  immediate  Defence 
of  this  City.  And  herein  they  are  not  juftly  cenfu- 
rable.  Fir(iy  becaufe  they  never  were  requefted  by  the 
Executive  Part  of  Governmen  t,  whofe  Duty  it  was  to 
have  pointed  out  its  Defencelefs  State,  to  grant  Sup¬ 
plies  for  that  Purpofe.  Secondly ,  The  Navigation 

o'Ur  Bay  and  River,  which  is  at  lead:  150  Miles  in 
kfigehy  is  by  Shoals*  and  Saiid-Banks,  rendered  fo  iftw 
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tricaft  Mid  difficult,'  that  wtf'havC  little  or’  no  Keaioti' 
to  tf^ead-in  attitk  Frotn  any  formidable  Enemy  by 
"Water.  This  is  a  Fa<5t  fo  well  krioWm,  that  all  Klaf- 
ters  of  Veftelsy  tho’  ever  fo  well  Skill’d  ihNavigati’oh,' 

2|  ,4»  '* .  i  _  i  £  *  •  ) 

never  fail  to  procure  a  Pilot-  at  the  Capes,  to  con-" 
du<5t  rhem  up  the  Bay  and  River,  not  chafing  to  ift-' 
ly  upon  their  own  Dexterity;  Theft  Circumftances, 
together  with  the  ‘Narrowtftfs  arid  Shallownefs  o’ftfie' 
Channel  in' fome  Places,  where  to  link  a  Flat' or  two, 

"  #.  ,  '  ^  #  v _  .  jf  \  j*  r  *  "'*  • 

would  efFedhially  Hop  up  the  Paftage,  forming, a  na- 
tural,  and  perhaps  the  bell  Fortification,  have  rendered 
both  Governor  and.  slffembly  in  fome  Meafure,  carelefs 
in  the  Defence  of  the  City.  But  why  the  whole  - 
Odium  of  this  Negleift,  (If  it  be  any)  fhould  bethrowu 
upon  the  Affembly,  this  Writer,  tho’  incumbent  up¬ 
on  him,  will  never  be  able  to  make  out.  ’Tis  true, 

|  * 
a' Fortification  hath  been  built  below  the  City,  but 

not,  as  he,  with  his  ufttal  Veracity  after  t$,  at  the 
foie  £x  pence  of  private  Perfons.  The  Money  was 
railed  by  a  Public  Lottery,  to  which  People  of  every 
Denomination  in  the  Province,  Quakers  not  excepted, 
contributed.  True  it  is  alfo,  that  our  Proprietaries 
made  a  Prefent  of  twelve  Cannon,  but  egregioufiy 
falfe  that  they  made  it  generously  :  For  when  the  AC-  / 
fociation  Plan  was  formed  for  Defence  of  this  Prp-  ; 
vince*  the  eredtjng  of  that  Fortificatioa  vfas  Part  of- A 

G  .  the 
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the  Plan,  and  communicated  to  them,  and  their 
Mite  requefted  towards  the  Completion  of  it.  They 
at  firft,  refufed  to  contribute  a  Farthing,  and,  the 
better  to  excufe  themft  Ives,  charged  the  People  with 
doing  an  Aft  little  fhort  even  of  Rebellion,  and 
High-Treafon  itfelf.  However,  upon'  further  Con- 
fideration,  and  better  Advice  in  the  Matter  j  when 
the  War  was  over,  and  the  Province  had  nothing 
to  fear  from  any  Enemy,  and  when  Cannon  might 
be  purchafed  for  a  Song,  then  indeed,  they  were 
pleafed  to  fend  over  twelve  large  Cannon,  which 
came,  as  our  Aflembly- Committee  term’d  it,  “  like 
tl  Venetian  Succours,”  when  we  had  no  Uje  for  them. 
The  Proprietaries  alfo  for  a  Year  or  two,  ordered 
their  Receiver-General  to  pay  the  Gunner  of  the  Fort, 
a  Salary  of  Twenty  Pounds  per  Annum,  for  his  Sup¬ 
port,  which,  as  foon  as  the  late  Indian  War  broke 
out,  and  a  Profpeft  of  another  with  France  pre¬ 
ferred  itfelf,  they  very  generenfly  withdiew.  And 
thus,  does  the  Generofity  of  our  Proprietaries ,  and 
the  Veracity  of  their  Pamphleteer ,  die  away  and  pe- 
rifh  together. 

Ouk  Author  having  flattered  himfclf,  that  the 
World  would  take  his  Aifertions  for  granted,  and 
that  by  a  Perverhon  of  Faffs,  he  had  fully  proved  our 
Affemblies  always  averfe  to  the  granting  of  Supplies 

for 


a 


t  SI  ] 

lor  the  Defence  of  their  Country,  or  other  Warlike 

N 

Purpofes,  now  ftarts  two  f  Queftions,  that  delerve 
our  Animadverfion.  The  Firft,  why  our  Aflemblies 
are  again  ft:  defending  a  Country,  in  which  their  own 
Fortunes  and  Eftates  lie,  if  it  is  really  in  danger? 

*  * 

A  material  Queftion  indeed !  And,  were  thePre- 
mifes,  or  Suppofition  it  is  built  on,  true,  would  well 
deferve  our  ferious  Conftderation.  But  he  fhould 
have  proved  them  to  be  fo,  by  plain  demonftrable 
Arguments,  drawn  from  a  juft  narration  of  Fads  ; 
which,  I  prefume,  he  hath  by  no  Means  done*.  For 
certainly,  no  unprejudiced  Perfon,  will  conclude  our 
Aflemblies  to  be  againft  the  Defence  of  their  Lives 
and  Fortunes,  from  his  bare  Infinuation,  1"  that 
«  they  are  indifferent  whether  the  French  make  them- 
«  felves  Mafters  of  this  Province,  or  not  becaufe 
this  alfo  is  equally  dcflitHterf  Proof.  And  their  long 
experienced  Loyalty  and  Fidelity  to  hisMajefty’s  Roy¬ 
al  Perfon;  their  Abhorrence  alike  of  French  Idolatry, 
and  French  flavery,  fhoutd,  methinks,  in  Reafon, 
have  exempted  them  from  fo  invidious,  fo  uncharita¬ 
ble  a  Calumny.  ’Tis,  indeed,  a  melancholy  Truth, 
that  if  any  ThingJud  Power  to  render  them  indif- 

G  2  ferenc 


t  Brief  Sfatc.  p.  14. 
t  ibid.  p.  ij. 


if  *  0  * 

fent  in  this  Refped,  it'  would  be  .  thole  arbitrary 
iffurpatws  of  their  Rights,  and  Privileges,’*  which 
'their  Proprietaries  are  even  now  induftrioufly  carry¬ 
ing  on,  and  in  which,  if  they  fucceed,  the  Defence 
of  their  Lives  and  Fortunes,  againft  a  foreign  Enemy, 
would  become  the  lead:  of  their  Concern  ;  for  with- 
tut  Liberty ,  neither  mould  be  north  Pofle fling.'  And 
thus,  inftead  of  giving  us  a  Reafon',  does  he  put  us 
6ff  with  an  Aflertion.  His  Second  Argument  is  of 
equal  Inefficacy  with  the  Firji.  He  afferts,  «  That 
<c  they,  viz..  theAlfembly,  apprehend,  as  foon  as  they 
*  agree  to  give  fufficient  Sums  for  the  regular  De- 
“  fence  °f  the  Country,  it  would  (trike  at  the  Root 

‘  1  v  •  v  *  J  v* 

u  of  all  their  Power,  as  Quakers ,  by  making  a  Mi- 
u  litia  Law  ■>  necelfary  in  Time  of  Danger;!  But 
ffirely,  neither  they,  nor  any  Man,  befides  our  fuga¬ 
cious  Pamphleteer,  can  conceive,  how  the  granting 
Sums  of  Money,  for  the  regular  Defence  of  a  Coun- 
try,  can  46  make  a  Mifitia  Law  needful  in  Time 
**  of  Danger,  as  the  neceflity  of  fuchaLaw,  muftbe 
greatly  exaggerated  by  the  Want  of  Money.  His 
Third  Argument  is  of  the  fame  Charader  with  the 
preceding  ones  ;  for  he  affirms,  <c  that  they  mind 
<c  no  Confequences,  provided  they  can  fecure  their 
“  own  Power,  and  Seats  in  AfTembly.”  The  lenity 
with  which  they  have  always  exercifed  their  Power, 
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is  a  Proof  that  they  are  not  ambitious  of  it;  were  if* 
othetwife,  many  of  the  Proprietary  Public  Officers 
had  been  called  to  Account,  who  are  now  fupported. 
is  ffirviceable  Tools  to  rhemfelves,  and  their  Crea¬ 
tures,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  altho*  repeated  Com¬ 
plaints  have  been  made  againft  them  to  our  late  Goyer- 
pors,  by  the  Perfons  immediately  injured  and  op- 

i  ■ "  v  '  *  >  .  •  t  ■  \  '  *  1 

preffed,  yet  fo  little  Notice  hath  been  taken  of  them, 
thajethe  Parties  injured  have  been  either  put  off  from 

Time  to  Time,  and  fo  wearied  out  with  Attendance 

,  1  • 

and  Expences,  or  pofitively  refufeda  Hearing.  Nor 
can  any  good  R6afon  be  offered  why  they  ffiould 
be  fond  of  fecuring  their  Seats  in  Affembly,  unlefs 
it  be  a  Defire  of  lerving  the  Public,  from  Prin¬ 
ciples  the  moll  generous  and  difinterefted,  and  of 
preferving  thofe  Liberties  which  have  been  fo  un- 
juftly  invaded.  It  mull be  allowed,  that  Incereft  can¬ 
not  be  their  Motive,  when  it  is  known,  that  their 

*.  •  '  •  f'  1  ;  .  :  .  :  * 

Wages  are  no  more  than  Six  Shillings  a  Day,  in  a 
City,  where  to  live  but  meanly,  and  maintain  a  Horfe, 
will  coft  Seven  at  lead:.  Add  to  this,  their  lofs  of 

i 

Time,  moll  of  them  being  Country-Gentlemen  and 
Farmers,  and  the  ill  Effe<5ts  of  their  Abfence  from 
their  Families  and  Farms,  where  the  Matters  Eye  is 
of  the  utmoft  Importance.  Let  the  Impartial  deter¬ 
mine  then,  whether  it  be  more  rational  to  conclude, 

■till  •*.) «  *«•  ...  ■  ■  •  ■■  ■ 
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rhat  the  Affembly ,  fo  often  eleCted  and  approved  by 
?heir  Confiiments  \  conneEled  with  their  Country  By 
every  [acred  Tie ,  and  every  interesting  Motive  ;  exempt 
from  the  Inftrudtions  of  their  Electors,  and  free  of 
all  Ambition  but  the  laudable  Ambition  of  Jerving 
their  Country,  are  againft  its  Defence,  or  a  Governor, 
void  of  fuch  Connexions;  a  Stranger  to  the  Country, 
and  Subject  to  Proprietary  InfirnEhons,  calculated  for 
the  Advancement  of  private  Interefts  and  Ambition, 
not  of  the  Public  aood 

O  * 

Bur  fo  far  is  our  Author  from  proving  this  fa¬ 
vorite  Position  of  his,  that  in  his  Second  Queftion, 
Be,  in  Effect,  acknowledges,  that  they  are  not  againft 
the  Defence  of  the  Province,  by  allowing  “  that  they 
“  have  offered  feveral  Sums  for  the  King’s  Ufe;”  and 
indeed,  the  Wisa  flat  Contradiction  to  the  Firji : 
For  how  a  People  can,  without  Abfurdiry,  be  char¬ 
ged  with  an  Averfion  to  the  Defence  of  their  Coun¬ 
try,  when  they  have  been  from  Time  to  Time,  offer, 
ing  Supplies  and  Aids  for  its  Protection,  in  every 
Way  human  Wifdom  could  invent,  five  thofe  which 
tended  to  deliver  up  their  facred  Rights  and  Privi¬ 
leges  into  the  very  Hands  of  their  OpprefTors,  I  leave 
this  Author’s  Logic  to  explain.  This  leads  me  to 
confider  his  Second  Queltion.  But  before  I  pro, 

cceH 
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teed  tc  a  Refutation  of  it,  I  fliall  examine  the  Rea- 
fons  he  afligns  for  the  Aflembly’s  Averflon  to 

a  Militia  Law. 

*  He  insinuates,  that  they  apprehend  a  general  Mi¬ 
litia  Law  “  would  (trike  at  the  Root  of  all  their 
Power  as  Quakers And  he  might  with  equal  Juf- 
tice  have  added,  a sSubjefts.  ’Tis  true,  the  Quakers^ 
and  every  other  independent  Perfon  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  arc  under  the  fame  Apprehenfwns.  Under 
thefe  Fears  of  the  People,  he  has  inadvertently  de¬ 
tected  the  Schemes  of  his  Patrons  and  Party.  His 
chief  Talent  lies  in  veiling  the  Truth,  and  yet  all  his 
Chicanery  hath  not  been  fufficient  to  varnilh  over 
the  flagitious  Attempts  made  againR  the  Peoples 
Liberties.  He  adds,  “  fuch  a  Law  they  *  prefume 
“  would  alter  the  Face  of  Affairs,  by  creating  a  vaft 
*c  Number  of  new  Relations,  Dependancies,  and 
“  Subordinations  in  Government.  The  Militia,  they 
flC  fuppofe,  would  all  vote  for  Members  of  Aflembly, 
u  and  being  dependent  on  their  Officers ,  would  pro- 
*  bably  be  influenced  by  them,”  and  the  Officers 
being  commiffitoned  by  the  Governor t  and  holding  their 
Commitfions  at  his  Will ,  would  be  influenced  by 

him 

*  Brief  Sutc>  p.  15,  16. 
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iii  m<  All . thjs  ,15  undoubtedly  true,  :•  ^ general*  Mi¬ 
litia  Law  .formed.  On-  the  Plan  of  this*  Authory  would 
naturally  produce  this  long  Train  of  ruinous  Effect?; 
an  infinite  Number  of  new  Relations,  Dependences, 
v/ould  be  created,  ail  under  tlie  Controul,.  and, 
fubjeift  to  tlie  Dominion  of  our  Proprietaries,  and 

their  Governors  6ii  them  would  the  Oncers  oiT  the 

...  *  1  * 

Militia  be  alone  dependent,  being  commiflioned  by 
them,  and  liable  to  be  turn’d  otlt  at  their  Pleafure  j 
the  common  Men  would  be  influenced  by  their,  Off*- 
ccrs,  and  dire&ed  by  them  in  their  Choice  of  Re* 

i  *  •  ».  «  I  .  Jt}  -  -  »  <i  .  J  ‘  .  I  •  d  ...  ^.1 

prefentatives  ;  fo  that,  not  only  the  Quakers,  buf 
every  Man  who  had  the  Virtue  and  Spirit  to  oppojje> 

fuch  arbitrary  and  unjuft  Proceedings,  WQuld  be  ut¬ 
terly  excluded  from  that  important  Truft.  The  BqU. 
lance  fo  wifely  eftabiilhed  between  the  Powers  of  , 
the  People,  and  Governor,  would  be  diflolved  ;  and  , 
our  excellent  Frame  of  Government  fundamentally... 
overthrown.  Add  thefe  Dependencies,  pc.  to  t^ie. 
Powers  already  engrofled  by  our  Proprietaries,  by  the  ., 
iniquitous  and  arbitrary  Violations  of  the  Royal  Grant,,, 
and  their  Fathers  Charter,  and  their  Scheme  of  Power  ; 

•  . ,  •  ■  «  .  f  .  .  •  ..  -.v.  .  .«  :  .  .  J 
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is  effedually  compleated.  Thefe  are  the  Checks  up-;, 
on  tfie  Power  of  the  People,  fo  warmly  contended 
for,  by  the  oppreflive  and  detefted  Dotftrine  of  this 

Pamphleteer.  No  one-  would  be^iiifakred  to  ferve 

!  :  •  » 
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his  Country  in  its  Aflcmblies*  tili'he  had  renounced 
every  generous  Principle  of  Liberty,  and  was  become 
the  low  Tool.,  or  rather  ValTal  of  our  Proprietaries  ; 
who,  being  already  polTelTed  of  the  appointment  of 
one  Branch  of  the  Legiflature,  viz.,  the  Governor, 
and  having,  by  Means  of  the  abovementioned  De¬ 
pendencies,  acquired  Influence  fufficicnt  to  eled  our 
Aflemblies,  will  become  abfolnte  Mafiers  and  Con - 
troulen  of  both.  Their  Inftrudions,  tho’  never  fo 
oppreflive,  or  inconfiftent  with  the  Royal  Inftruc- 
tions,  will  be  fwallowed  without  a  Murmur  :  Sup¬ 
ply  Bills  will  either  need  no  alteration,  as  they  will  be 
modeled  according  to  their  Defire,  in  the  fit  ft  In- 
fiance,  or  if  they  do,  the  Amendments  will  never  be 
dilputed,  the  Difpofition  of  the  Peoples  Funds, 
their  Rights  and  Properties  will  lie  at  their  Mercy  ; 
their  exorbitant  Eftates  be  for  ever  preferved  facred 
from  Taxation;  and  in  ftaort,  this  once  renowned  Go¬ 
vernment  of  P  cnnfjlvania ,  the  Seat  of  Virtue,  Li¬ 
berty  and  Commerce,  would  be  transformed  into  a 
Monarchy  more  tyrannical  and  defpotic,  -than  that  of 
an  Eaftern  Saltan  ;  and  nothing  left  for  the  unhap¬ 
py  People,  but  either  to  fubmit  t©  the  grievous  Yoke, 
or  depopulate  the  Country  by  flying  from  Slavery. 


But  to  proceed :  The  Aflembly  were  for  fome  Titn* 
before  the  Indian  War  commenced,  or  our  Boideis 
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Were  invaded*  almoft  unanimoully  of  Opinion,  that 
the  Province  would  be  befi  defended,  and  with  leafi 
Expence,  by  a  Standing  Force ,  after  the  Example  of 
our  Mother  Country,  and  therefore  repeatedly  offered 
considerable  Supplies  to  raife  Men  for  that  Purpofe. 
Yet  as  they  found,  all  thefe  Sums  had  been  refufed 
by  the  Proprietary  Governor,  and  that  the  Savage  In¬ 
vasions  of  the  French  and  Indians ,  added  to  thefe 
Refufals,  rendered  it  neceffary  that  the  Province 
Should  be  defended  by  a  Militia  Law,  they  concluded 
to  pafs  one  ;  and  accordingly  fent  it  up  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor  for  his  Approbation,  not  in  the  lead:  doubting, 
but  that  he,  who  had  ever  beenfo  fond  of  amending 
the  Money  Bills,  would  point  out  its  Defetts  to  them, 
if  any,  and  return  it  with  the  proper  alterations.  But  # 
nothing  was  more  diftant  from  the  Governor’s  In¬ 
tention.  He  immediately  paffed  the  Bill  upon  a  very 
flight  consideration  O'f  it,  and  without  the  lead:  Amend¬ 
ment  either  made  or  offered. 

The  Tendency  and  Drift  of  this  refined  Piece  of 
Policy  in  th.e  Governor  and  Proprietary  Party,  foon 
became  manifest.  The  pading  a  Militia  Law  by  the 
Affembly,  at  firft  put  them  into  the  utmofl:  Confter- 
nation.  They  expe<5ted,  that  the  Affembly  would  not 
frame  fach  a  Law,  and  thereupon  they  doubted  not 

to 
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to  have  rendered  them  odious  in  the  Eyes  of  the 
People,  and  by  that  Means,  procure  a  Set  of  their 
own  Creatures  to  be  chofen  at  the  enfuing  Election  ; 
they  concluded  alfo,  it  would  be  an  excellent  Subjed 
to  declaim  upon  in  their  B:  View-,  and  thereby  to  in- 
cenfe  the  People  of  England  againft  them.  The  Law, 
however,  paffed  the  Houfe.  Under  fuch  a  Dilemma 
what  could  the  Governor  do  ?  He  forefaw,that  fhould 
he  entirely  refufe  to  pafs  the  Bill,  without  pointing 
out  its  Defers,  he  would  juftly  incur,  not  only  the 
Ccnfure  of  the  People,  but  perhaps  of  his  Majefty 
and  Miniftry,  for  fuch  an  unprecedented  Conduct  y 
and  fhould  he  offer  the  neceifaiy  Amendments,  he 
was  very  apprehenfive  that  the  Aflembly  would  agree 
to  every  reafonable  Alteration,  which  would  put  an 
effectual  flop  to  the  loud,  clamorous  and  infolent 
Petitions  of  his  Party.  He  therefore  rcfolved,  with¬ 
out  making  the  leaft  Amendment  in  the  Bill,  or  even 
requefting  a  Conference  with  the  Houfe  thereon,  to 
pafs  it  as  it  was  fent  up,  and  afterwards  to  exeithis 
whole  Influence  to  condemn  it  as  impiadicablc  and 
unjuft.  All  this  will  appear  manifefl:  from  a  fhort 
Hiftory  of  their  Condud  relative  to  this  Bill. 

Before  the  Bill  pafled  the  Houfe,  it  was  propofed 
by  feveral  Gentlemen,  to  defend  the  Country  by  Ai- 

H  2  fociating 


lociating  in  the  fame  Manner  they  had  done  during 
the  late  War  ;  but,  the  Politics  of  that  Party  being 
changed,  they  pofitively  refufed  to  enter  into  fuch 
an  AlTociation,  tho’  thev  were  the  principal  Promo¬ 
ters  of  the  former  ■>  and  now,  nothing  would  fatisfy 
them  but  a  Militia  Law  :  And  when  a  Militia  Law 
was  granted,  they  immediately  tack’d  about,  and 
propofed  the  old  (Plan  of  Allocation,  lo  lately 
rejected  by  them.  At  this  Time,  the  Country  lay 
bleeding  by  the  murdering  Hands  of  relentlefs  Sa¬ 
vages.  It  was  therefore  but  reafonable  to  expeCt, 
that  every  Lover  of  his  Country  would  unite  in  the 
Execution  of  a  Law,  which  had  even  the  leaft  Ten¬ 
dency  towards  the  Defence  of  the  Province.  Yet 
unmoved  at  this  fhocking,  defencelels  State  of  the 
People,  they  made  ufeof  every  Artifice  to  decry  and 
damn  this  Law  asimperfeCt  and  impracticable.  And, 
what  mull  needs  fur  prize  the  Reader,  the  very  Go¬ 
vernor  who  had  palled  it  without  even  propofing  an 
ylmendmenty  appeared  at  the  Head  of  the  Oppofi- 
tion,  inftead  of  promoting  the  Execution  of  it,  as 
his  Duty  obliged  him  to  do  :  Circular  Letters  were 
difpatched  to  all  the  dilfant  Counties,  ftriCtly  enjoin¬ 
ing  and  commanding  all  the  Proprietary  Friends  and 
dependents,  to  exert  their  utmoft  Efforts  and  In¬ 
fluence,  to  prevent  any  Perfons  from  eolifting  under 

the 
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the  Law,  and  to  encourage  the  old  Plan  of  A(To- 
ciation  in  its  Room.  This  Plan  was  pu.bliihed  in  our 
weekly  Papers  with  the  Governors  Approbation 
thereof  \  Gentlemen  of  the  .  bed  Fortune  of  that 
Party,  thought  ir  not  mean  or  difhonourable  to  enter 
the  Houles  of  the  lowed:  Mechanics  to  folicit  their 
Oppofiion,  and  to  join  in  the  Aflociation  •>  and  when 
neither  Perfualion,  nor  Art  could  prevail  on  them  to 
difcouragc  a  Law  made  by  their  Representatives  for 
their  Defence,  they  defcended  even  to  the  ungenerous 
Artifice  of  threatning  the  unhappy  People  who  were 
indebted  to  them,  with  Public  Profecutions,  and  Im¬ 
prisonment,  in  Cafe  they  refufed.  They  accepted  of 
and  armed  known  Papifts,  and  many  others  note- 
rioully  difaff  efted to  the  prefent  Happy  Eftablilhment : 
However,  notwithftanding  this  violent  Oppofition,  a 
Regiment  of  Foot  was  formed  in  the  City,  and  an¬ 
other  of  700  Men  in  the  Northern  Liberties,  and 
many  Companies  throughout  the  Province,  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  hoping  thereby  to  procure  an  Amendment  of 
fuch  Defers,  as'  they  fhould  find  upon  Experience, 
it  required.  AVhile  this  Laro-oppoftng  Party  with  all 
their  Intrigues,  and  all  their  Influence,  were  notable 
to  raife,  including  Papifts  and  other  difajfettedPcrfons , 
more  than  Troo  hundred  s4jfociators  in  the  City,  and 
not  fo  much  as  that  Proportion  in  any  County  in 
jhe  Pfoyrnce,  Before 


Before  I  leave  this  Subject,  I  would  beg  leave  to 
offer  to  the  Reader’s  Confederation,  a  Remark  or  two 
©n  the  abfurd  Reafcns  urged  by  this  Writer  in  his 
B.  View,  to  excufe  the  Governor,  for  not  propofing 
to  the  Affembly,  any  Amendments  to  this  Bill,  the 
Execution  whereof  he  fo  violently  oppofed.  His 
Erfl  Reafon  is,  “  if  the  Governor  refufed  to  pafs  it 
u  as  it  was,  and  offered  any  Amendments  to  it,  they, 
(viz.,  the  Affembly,}  were  determined  not  to  ad¬ 
mit  one  ot  them,  but  to  quarrel  with  him  on 
the  Bilk  The  only  Proof  alledged  in  Support  of 
this  Charge,  is  his  own  confident  Aflertion,  which, 
tis  prefumed,  can  never  pafs  upon  the  intelligent  Rea¬ 
der,  for  Argument  or  Convi6Hon.  May  it  not  with 
Reafon  be  asked,  how  either  the  Governor,  or  this 


prophetic  Pamphleteer,  could  poffibly  foreknow. 


“  fhat  the  Affembly  were  determined  not  to  admit 
“  Amendments  without  having  one  propofed  to 
<c  them  ?  ’  But  allow  the  Governor  had  Reafon  to 
fufped  the  Affembly  fo  rigidly  tenacious  of  their 
Militia  Bill  ;  will  that  jufrify  him,  on  meer  Conjee-, 
ture  only,  for  afifenting  to  it  without  the  leaft  Ob- 
je&ion,  which  ftripped,  as  he  ajferts ,  the  Crown 
tc  of  fome  of  its  effential  Prerogatives  ?”  Was  this 
Condu6t  confident  with  his  Duty  to  the  Crown? 
Where  lay  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  palling  it  even 
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wichout  offering  a  Jingle  Amendment  ?  For  it  is  well 
known  to  be  the  Practice  of  the  Legiflature,  that, 
when  the  Governor  fends  down  a  Bill  with  Amend¬ 
ments,  the  AfTembly  either  adhere  to  the  Bill,  or  con- 
fent  to  the  Amendments;  and  in  either  Cafe,  the  Bill 
is  returned  to  the  Governor,  who  has  the  fame  Li¬ 
berty  either  of  affentingto  the  Bill  asatfirft  prefented, 
or  adhering  to  his  Alterations.  “  But  the  Governor, 
u  according  to  this  Writers  Confeflion,  faw  their 
“  Drift  f  4  which  was,  “  to  ftrip  the  Crown  of 
tc  fome  of  its  effential  Prerogatives,”  and  therefore , 
he  immediately  pafled  it  5  becaufe,  “  he  knew  that 
«  the  People,  during  the  Time  it  was  to  continue  in 
c*  Force,  would  be  convinced  of  its  Abfurdity,  much 
44  better  by  feeling  its  Defeds,  than  by  any  Attempts 
“  of  his  to  point  them  out.”  Admirable  Apology 
for  a  Governor  whofe  Duty  it  was,  above  all  Things, 
to  preferve  unviola’ble  his  Majefty  s  facred  Preroga¬ 
tives  ?  Refined  Policy  indeed,  to  pafs  a  Law,  'tho' 
ever  fo  partial,  unjufi:,  defective  and  impradicable  j 
tho’  ever  fo  deftrudive  to  the  ejjential  Prerogatives 
of  the  Crown,  rather  than  rejed  it,  or  even  propofc 
an  Amendment  ;  and  for  this  remarkable  Reafon,  viz.. 
44  That  the  People  might  be  convinced  of  its  Abfur- 
44  dity  by  feeling  its  Defcds  i” 

*  t 
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Bor  the  Reader  will  think  this  Conduit  of  the 
Governor  f  yet  more  inexcusable,  when  he  is  in¬ 
formed,  that,  from  the  Votes  of  the  Houle,  it  un¬ 
deniably  appears,  they  actually  did  call  upon  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  to  point  out  the  DefeCts  of  this  Bill,  and 
promifed  to  take  them  into  Conliderarion.  Yet  Co 
unaffected  was  he  at  this  furrender  “  of  Some  of  the 
4<r  Crowns  effential  Prerogatives,”  that  he  difregarded 
every  Requeft  of  that  Nature,  and  with  all  his  In¬ 
fluence  pertinacioully  oppofed  the  Execution  of 
the  Law. 

Had  he  aCted  in  Purfuance  of  his  Duty  ;  had  he 
entertained  the  leaf!  Inclination  to  fecure  the  Pro¬ 
vince  by  a  Militia  Law,  he  fhould,  inltead  of  thofe 
importunate  Clamours  for  a  Law,  either  have  framed 
one  himfelf,  and  laid  it  before  the  Aflembly  ;  or 
when  they  had  framed  one,  which  he  conceived  to 
be  defedivc,  he  fhould  have  amended  it,  and,  if 
neceflary,  requeued  a  Conference  thereon  ;  and  for 
this  wilful  negleCt  of  Duty,  no  plaufible  Reafoncan 
be  affigned  on  the  Governor’s  behalf,  for  the  Votes 
of  the  Houfe  are  a  fufficient  Proof,  that,  upon  a 
Conference  had  on  the  Mutiny  And  Defertisn  Billy 

the 
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the  AlTembly  acceded  to  his  Amendments,  and  paifed 
the  Bill  in  the  Manner  he  defired. 

Having  thus,  I  hope,  cleared  the  AlTembly  from 
all  juft  Imputation  of  blame)  for  not  eftablilhing  a 
regular  Militia  •,  and  (hewn  that  they  adually  did 
frame  fuch  a  Law  as  they  judged  neceflary,  and  that 
.  it  palled  the  Governors  Perulal,  who  is  Capt.  Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  Province,  whofe  Office  obliged  him, 
and  whole  Skill  fhould  enable  him  to  difcorer,  point 
out,  and  amend  any  Defed  therein,  without  Ob¬ 
jection  ;  I  now  proceed  to  the  fecond,  and,  indeed, 
only  important  Queftion  of  this  Writer,  viz.'. 
“  Why  have  not  the  feveral  Sums  been  accepted, 
“  which  the  AlTembly  have  offered  for  the  King’s 
*  Ufe  T 

This  I  call  the  only  important  Queftion,  becaufe 
upon  a  full  and  fair  Difculfion  thereof,  the  whole 
Merits  of  the  Difpute  betwixt  the  refpedive  Branches 
of  our  Legilhture  depend.  For  if  the  AlTembly  have, 
whenever  requefted,  granted  Supplies  and  Aids  to 
his  Majefty,  in  a  reafonable  and  conftitutionul  Man¬ 
ner,  it  will  follow,  that  the  Governor  cannot  be  ex- 
cufed  for  rejeding  them  ;  and  that  all  the  Ravages, 

Barbarities,  and  Murders  which,  the  wretched  Inha* 

1  bi  tants 


[  66  ] 

bitants  of  this  Province  have  both  fee n  and  buffered, 
are,  as  the  neceffary  Effedsof  fuch  a  Condud,'  juftly 
imputable  to  hi, pa,  and  tothofewho  were,  either  from 
a  Principle  of  Avarice  or  Tyranny,  induced  to  tie  up 
his  Hands  with  illegal  and  opprellive  Inllrudions. 

To  transfer  the  Guilt  and  Odium  of  thefe  Effeds 
dpon  otu*  Affemblies,  and  vindicate  the  Governors 
Hamilton  and  Morris,  for  not  palling  fundry  Laws  of¬ 
fered  to  them  for  the  Defence  and  Security  of  the 
Province,  the  Writer  of  thefe  Pamphlets,  quotes  a 
Royal  fnftiudion  lent  to  Governor  Thomas^  about  the 
Veal*  1740.  Tins  Royal  Infirudion  hath  been  their 
eon-flant  Pretence  for  rejeding  the  Supply  Bills,  tho' 
die  Proprietary  IndrucTrions;  were  the  real  Caufe;  of 
which  the  A/Tembly  had  been  long  convinced,  but 
hemg  debat ied  a  Sight  of  them,  were  unable  to 
prove  it  cffedtially  to  the  World  5  till  at  Iaft  it  be- 
came  notorious,  when  Governor  Morris  in  hopes  of 
obliging  the  Affembly,  and  obtaining  thereby  a  gra- 
tuit}  ft om  them,  upon  his  leaving  the  Government, 
thought  fit  to  lay  one  of  diem  before  the  Houle,  and 
declare  that  he  could  not  pafs  the  Excife-Bill,  as  it 
\vas  inconfiftent  with  the  Proprietary  Inftrudions, 
ivhich,  he  had  given  Bond  to  obey.  As  the  Defignof 
this  Royal  Inftrudion;  hath  been  greatly  mifinter- 

preted 
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preted  by  the  Author  thefe  (Pamphlets,  and  by 
our  Governors  alfo,  it  Teems  neceffcry  to  tonlider 
how  far  ’twas  binding  on  the  lattpr,;  and  how  pro¬ 
perly  it  hath  been  introduced  bv  them,  asjm  Impe¬ 
diment  to  the  Laws  offered  for  Defence-  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince.  -s  ,•  S  W. 

i 

Complaint  being  made  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
by  Petition  from  the  Merchants  of  London,  trading  to 
the  Eaftcrn  Colonies,  thatmany  Inconveniencies  had 
arifen  there,  caufing  Difcouragement  to  the  Trade  of 
Great-Britain ,  Confufion  in  their  Dealings,  and  a 
Diminution  of  their  Credit,  by  pafling  Laws,  fo£ 
ftrikina  Bills  of  Credit,  and  iffiing  them  in  lieu  of 
Money,  making  it  obligatory  on  all  Perfons  to  re¬ 
ceive  fueh  Money  in  Payment  of  Debts;  and  that 
fuch  Quantities  had  been  made  as  totally  depreciated' 
the  Value  thereof,  proper  Funds  nor  being  created 
to  Support  them  ;  on  the  25th  of  April  174°* 
Commons  not  having  the  Information  requifite  to 
enquire  into  the  State  of  the  feveral  Currencies  of 
America^  and  being  apprehenfive  that  the  like  Abufes 
might  have  crept  into  the  other  Colonies  as  well  as 
the  Eaftern,  addreffed  his  Majefty,  to  fend  over  his 
Jnftru&ions  to  all  the  Governors  of  the  Britifh  Co¬ 
lonies,  forbidding  them  to  cna&  any  Laws  of  the 
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alorefaid  Nature,  without  inferring  therein  a  Claufe, 
that  fuch  Ads  fhould  not  take  EfFed,  until  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Approbation  was  firft  obtained.  *  In  Com- 
pliance  with  this  Resell  of  the  Commons,  the 
lords  Juftices  ftm  over  an  Inftruaion  to  Governor 
Thoma,,  to  that  Effea.  t  In  the  mean  Time,  Orders 
were  fent  over  to  all  the  Governors  in  America,  to 
tranfmit  to  the  Commons,  a  true  State  of  their  Pa¬ 
per-Currency.  Which  being  done,  they  proceeded 
ra  examine  into  the  Abufes  that  had  been  committed 
therein,  and  by  what  Provinces.  As  alfo  who  they 
were  that  had  exercifed  Difcretion  and  Moderation, 
in  Striking  Bills  of  Credit,  that  they  might  not  in-* 
volve  the  Innocent  with  the  Guilty,  nor  impofe  the 
fame  Refoaint  upon  thofe  Provinces  which  had  not 
exceeded  the  Bounds  of  Prudence,  and  might  per¬ 
haps  fond  in  need  of  an  Augmentation  of  their 
Currency  in  Bills  of  Credit,  which  they  did  on  thofe 
who  had,  and  to  whofe  Indifcretion  therein,  the  In- 
conveniencies  complained  of  were  folely  owing8 
Upon  a  full  Brfcjuifition  of  this  Abufe,  and  a  faith¬ 
ful  Reprefeetatmu  both  of  the  Trade  and  Currency 
pf  this,  and  other  Southern  Provinces,  the  Com-. 
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mon5  were  Co  well  fatisfied  with  their  difcreet  Con- 
dad  therein,  that  when  they  patted  a  Law  to  reme¬ 
dy  the  Abufe,  they  extended  its  Force  to  the  Eattern 
Colonies  only,  leaving  this  and  other  Southern  Co¬ 
lonies  in  the  full  Potteflion  of  their  former  Rights, 
and  at  Liberty  to  ufe  their  Difcretion  as  heretofore,  in 
ftriking  Bills  of  Credit. 

From  this  Account  of  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of 
this  Inftrudion  the  following  obfervations  na¬ 
turally  occur. 

Firft.  That^the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  Addrcf- 
finghis  Majefty  to  fend  over  his  Inftrudions,  hadno 
other  Defign,  than  to  reftrain  the  American  Legifta- 
tures  from  palling  fuch  Laws,  until  they  could  examine 
into  their  feveral  Currencies  •,  and  did  not  intend  the 
Inftrudion  to  be  general,  or  perpetually  obligatory, 
but  temporary  only. 

Secondly .  That,  upon  a  full  Examination  of  the 
Matter,  the  Parliament’s  not  including  the  Southern 
Colonies  in  the  Statute  patted  to  remedy  the  Abufe, 
fufficiently  indicates  their  Intention  to  leave  them  in 
the  entire  Potteflion  of  their  former  Rights,  with 
Refped  to  the  Paper  Currency  ;  efpecially  the  Char¬ 
ter  Governments.  For  had  they  conceived  it  necef- 
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fary  to  lay  a  Reftraint  upon  fuch  Colonies,  by  Virtue 
of  thofe  Inftru&ions,  they  would  mod  certainly 
have  included  them  alfo  in  the  Law  j  for  they 
could  not  be  ignorant  that  Was  expreffly  reported  by 
the  Lords  of  Trade,  “  that  Charter  Governments, 
Ci  by  their  particular  Charters,  and  Conftitutions, 
“  apprehend  themfelves  to  be  little  dependent  on  the 
tC  Crown,  or  the  Inftru&ions  thereof,  in  Matters 
cc  of  Legislation.” 

v  ,  •  .  '  •  f  . 
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Thirdly.  That  as  the  end  propofed  by  the  In- 

.  '  ;  ...  .  » 

ftru&ion,  hath  been  fully  anfwered  by  the  Law,  pafled 
in  1751  ^  and  his  Majefty  hath  never  repeated  his 
Inftru&ion  to  the  Governors  of  this  Province,  nor 
*  the  Houfeof  Commons  requefted  it  of  him,  tho? 
lolicited  thereto  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  this  Colony 
muft  be  allowed  by  every  judicious  and  impartial  Per* 
fon  to  be  exempt  from  the  Force  of  that  Inftrucftion  j 
which  is  become  obfolete  by  Time,  hath  been  fuper- 
feded  by  the  Examination  and  Law  pafted  for  the 
Eaftern  Governments,  and  is  by  no  Means  obligatory 
on  our  Governors. 

•  \  *  *  4 

But  as  a  further  Proof  of  this,  andtofhew  that  his 
Majefty  and  Council  could  never  conceive  the  Ad- 
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drels  of  the  Commons  intended  to  affetft  this  Pro¬ 
vince,  it  mud  be  obferved  that  while  that  very  Ad- 
drefs  lay  before  them,  viz.,  on  the  12th  of  May  1740* 
his  Majefty  in  Council  was  gracioufly  pleafedto  grant 
his  Royal  Confirmation  to  certain  Laws  of  this  Pro¬ 
vince-,  one  inritled  “  an  Act  for  the  more  effectual  pre- 
“  ferving  the  Credit  of  our  Paper  Money  \  and  another 
for  vieprinting,  exchanging,  and  remitting  all  the  Bills 
**  of  Credit,  and  for  ftriking  the  further  Sum  of 
“  £.  11,110,”  which  added  to  the  Bills  then  palling, 
amounted  to  the  greateft  Sum  that  had  ever  been  cur¬ 
rent  in  this  Province. 

Having,  I  hope,  thus  fully  explained  the  Nature 
and  original  of  this  Royal  Inftru&ion,  which  out 
Governors  have  made  their  Pretence  for  rejecting  the 
Supply  Bills  preferred  to  them  by  the  Alfembly  ;  and 
given  the  Reader  a  clear  Idea  of  its  Intent,  and  how 
far  it  may  be  deemed  obligatory  on  our  Legiflature, 
I  come  now  to  examine  the  next  Charge  brought  a- 
gainft  the  Alfembly  by  this  Writer,  wherein  he  a f- 
ferts,  that  “  our  late  Governor  Hamilton ,  upon  receiving 
“  his  Majefty ’s  Orders  to  arm  the  Province,  foil- 
“  cited  the  Alfembly  to  raife  Money  to  enable  them 

to  pay  a  proper  obedience  to  the  Royal  Commands, 
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*c  but  they  totally  dif  egarded  them  and  adjourned." 
Never  was  Fad  more  falfely  reprelented  than  this,  nor 
more  eafily  deteded  From  the  MelTages  of  Mz.Ham. 
ilton  and  the  Afiembly  to  each  other.  Mr.  Hamilton 
did  indeed  lay  before  the  Afiembly  a  Letter  from  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Holdernefs  to  them, 
commanding  them  if/  to  be  in  a  Condition  to  refill 
tc  any  hoflile  Artempts  that  may  be  made  on  any  Part 
“  of  his  Majeftys  Dominions  within  his  Govern- 
“  ment  j  and  requefled  them,  to  enable  him  to  do' 
ec  what  hisMajefty  would  exped  from  fo  populous  a 
w  Government.”  The  AfTembly  having  on  the  re¬ 
peated  Petitions  of  all  the  trading  Part  of  *  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  taken  into  Confideration  our  Trade  and  Cur¬ 
rency,  found  that  to  Support  our  Commerce,  and 
prevent  its  Decay,  there  was  an  abfolute  neceflity  for 
a  further  Sum  of  Money  to  be  emitted  !in  Bills  of 
Credit.  They  had  therefore  prepared  and  prefented 
to  the  Governor,  a  Bill  for  ftriking  Two  Tbonfand 
Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  to  be  added  to  the  prefent 
Currency,  and  to  be  emitted  on  Loan,  as  in  former 
Cafes  of  the  like  Nature.  The  Reafon  afiigned  by 
the  Governor,  for  refilling  his  Afient  to  this  impor¬ 
tant 

*  Votes,  February  1754,  <vU.  Report  of  Committee  on 
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taht  and  tiecelfary  Bill  appears  extremely  weak,  ttffci 

“  That  this  and  sthe  Southern  Colonies,  had  with 
*  > 

tc  great  Difficulty  been  faved  out  of  the  late  Adi  of 
u  Parliament,  retraining  the  Eafterh  Colonies  front 
creating  and  re-emitcing  Bills  of  Credit,  except  oti 
u  extraordinary  Emergencies.  That  this  Favour  Was 
"  fhewn  us  in  particular  by  the  Britiflo  Parliament* 
“  upon  Reprelentations  made  in  oiir  Behalf,  that  we 
*«  had  never  exceeded  the  Bounds  of  Moderation* 
*c  wirh  Regard  to  the  Quantities  made  by  us.  And 
“  therefore  he  would  not  pafs  the  Bill,  left  filch  a 
“  Conduit  might  fubje<ft  us  to  the  difpleafure  of  his 
u  Majefty,  and  the  Britifh  Parliament/*  The  Aflem- 
bly  reply,  that  they  are  by  no  Means  defirous  of  ex* 
ceeding  the  Eounds  of  Moderation ;  that  the  Gold 
and  Silver  formerly  current  here,  had  been  exported 
and  remitted  to  Great-Britain ,  in  return  for  Comma- 
dities  received  from  thence  •,  that  out  Trade  really 
languiflied  for  want  of  an  Addition  to  our  Paper  Cur¬ 
rency  i  and  that  upon  further  Conlideration  they  hoped 
the  Governor  Would  find  the  Sum  to  be  Current  aftef 
the  Dedudlion  propofed  by  the  Bill  from  the  Sum  to 
be  ftruck,  fu  much  below  what  our  Trade  and  Com* 
merce,  and  the  Intereft  of  the  Merchants  and  Manu¬ 
facturers  of  Great-Britain  trading  to  this  Province  re¬ 
quired,  that  it  could  not  fail  of  meeting  his  Appro* 
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bation.  But,  notwithfhnding  this  warm  Rcprefen- 
tation  of  the  Neceffity  for  a  further  Medium  of  Trade, 
the  Governor  refufed  the  Bill,  and  nothing  more  was 
done  refpedting  the  Supplies  demanded,  this  Sefiion. 


These  Reafons  given  by  Governor  Hamilton ,  for 
refillin'*  a  Bill  fo  elfential  to  the  Trade  of  the  Pro- 
vince,  not  being  latisfadfory  to  the  AlTembly  j  they 
once  more,  upon  his  demanding  Supplies  to  enable 
him  to  comply  with  his  Majefty’s  Orders,  exprelfed 
in  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Letter,  prepared  a  Bill  for 
ftriking  Forty  Tboufand  Pounds ,  in  Bills  of  Credit, 
to  be  emitted  on  Loan,  which  they  now  conceived 
would  aniwcr  two  good  Purpofes  ;  that  of  increafing 
our  Currency,  and  of  railing  the  Supplies  called  for 
to  repel  any  Attempts  that  fhould  be  made  on  the  Pro¬ 
vince  by  hi  .  Maje'lv's  Enemies.  This  Bill  was  attended 
with  a  Me  Rage  from  the  Affembly,  declaring,  “  that 
tfc  they  conceiv'd  it  not  only  abfolutely  neceflary  to  the 
«.  Trade  and  Welfare  of  the  Province,  butallotothe 
«  Support  of  Government  ;  upon  the  Succefs  of 
u  which,  their  Deliberations  at  that  Time  mull,  in  a 
«  great  Meafure,  depend.”  That  they  “  laid  it  be¬ 
et  fore  Him  as  a  Bill  of  the  utmoft  Importance,  and 
c<.  to  which  they  unanimoully  requeued  he  would  be 
«  pleafed  to  give  his  AlUnt."  But  the  Governor, 
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tho’  He  Had  in  feveral  antecedent  Mediates,  con  felled 
the  Neceflity  of  a  further  Currency  to  Support  our 
Trade,  yet  being  prohibited  by  Proprietary  Instruc¬ 
tions  from  paffing  a  Bill  of  that  Nature,  and,  at  the 
fame  Time,  unwilling  to  reveal  them,  he  abfolutely 
refufcd  the  Bill,  in  the  following  peremptory  Man# 
ner  ?  viz..  “  As  neither  my  Inclination,  the  lhort- 
“  tlefs  and  urgency  of  the  Time,  nor  the  Circum- 
<l  dances  of  my  Health  will  admit  of  my  engaging 
c‘  in  a  Controverfy  on  the  Subject  of  the  Paper  Mo- 
‘l  ney  Bill,  lately  prefented  for  my  Approbation,  I 
“  will  cut  off  all  Occafion  for  that,  by  giving,  as  I 
“  hereby  do,  an  abfoiute  Negative  to  the  Bill.  Thus, 
unfortunately,  for  the  People,  a  Bill  ©f  the  greateft 
Importance  to  the  Trade  and  Welfare  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  and  acknowledged  to  be  (uch  by  the  Gover¬ 
nor  himfelf,  was  finally  fet  afide,  and  in  a  Manner 
very  inconfident  with  the  Freedom  of  Legidation,  as 
it  tended  to  cut  off  all  Accefs  from  the  AfTembly  to 
the  Governor,  and  was  a  Denial  of  any  further  Con¬ 
ference  on  that  Bill.  How  far  this  maybe  confident 
with  the  Freedom  of  a  Brittfh  Parliament,  I  leave 
thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the  /?m//^Conditurion 
to  judge.  When  a  Bill  is  prefented  for  the  Royal 
Approbation,  to  which  his  Majedy  is  not  pleas’d  to 
afTent,  he  atifwers  his  Parliament  in  the  condefcend- 
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|ng  Terms,  **  that  he  will  advife  thereon,’*  that  he 
may  not  be  faid  to  do  an  ACt  pending  to  deprive  his 
People  of  free  Application  and  A ccels  to  his  Roval 
Perfon,  on  any  Occafton  whatever.  This  is  the  Con- 
defcenfion  which  a  Briton,  receives  from  his  Sove¬ 
reign,  too  great  it  feems,  to  be  paid  us,  even  from 
the  Deputy  o,f  a  private  Subject  ;  and  becaufe,  at  fo 
remote  a  Diftance  from  the  Royal  Eye,  and  Protec. 
fcion,  we  mud  tamely  fubmit  to  a  Treatment  better 
fuited  to  French  Slaves,  than  Britifi).  Freemen. 

!  x  f  |  * 

l  must,  however,  do  this  Gentleman  rhejufticyto 
acknowledge,  that  he  feemed  well  inclined  to  do  his 
Country  Service,  had  he  been  a  Free-agent,  and  left, 
in  Matters  of  Legiflation,  14  to  his  bed  Dilcretion.’ 
Had  he  not  been  tied  down  to  Proprietary  Inftrucr 
tions,  he  would  have  acquiefced  in  the  regular,  and 
conftitutiopal  Meafures  of  the  Affembly,  and  not- 
withftanding  the  Royal  InftruCtiqn  fo  much  i  ft  lifted 
on,  would  mod  certainly  have  palled  the  Laws  at 
that  Timcfo  necellary  for  the  Support  of  Trade,  and 
Security  of  the  Province.  This  appears  manifcft  be¬ 
yond  Contradiction,  from  hisMelfage  to  the  Alfemt 
bly,  February  the  19th  1754  >  wherein  he  piqpiif?$ 
to  concur  with  them  in  palfing  a  Law  for  {hiking  a 
farther  $urn  in  Bills  of  Credit  j  to  raife  Supplies  for 
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his  Mnjefty’s  Ufe,  without  a  fufpending  Claufe,  pro¬ 
vided  they  would  create  a  Fund  to  fink  it  in  a  few 
Years.  And  thus,  did  this  Inftnnftion,  together  with 
the  ridiculous  refin’d  Reafoning  thereon,  at  once  va- 
niih  *,  the  Mill  cleared  up,  and  it  became  vifible  that 
Was  not  the  Fear  of  “  incurring  his  Majeftys  higheft 
ft  Dilpleafure,’’  but  fome  other  latent  Caufe,  which 
prevented  the  Money  Bills,  out  of  which  Supplies 
were  to  be  raifed,  from  being  accepted  ;  and  fo  far 
had  hrs  Majefty’s  Inftru&ion  been  diflionoured,  as  to 
I?rve  by  Way  of  Mask  or  Screen  to  thofe  of  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries.  In  Reality,  ever  fince  Proprietary  Inftruc- 
tions  are  grown  fafhionable,  ’tis  the  Matter  Policy  of 
our  Governors,  to  find  out  fome  Order  or  other  of 
the  King,  or  his  Miniftry,  to  fix  the  Odium,  and  Im¬ 
putation  of  the  vehement  Oppofition  they  give  to 
the  ena&ing  falutary  Laws  upon,  while  the  true  one 
lies  concealed  behind  the  Curtain.  Now,  whether 
this  be  afting  with  Fidelity,  Loyalty,  and  Duty  to¬ 
wards  their  Sovereign  f  whether  it  be  juftifiable  in  a 
Proprietary  to  permit,  or  in  a  Governor  to  proftitute 
his  Majefty’s  Royal  Orders  to  fuch  unworthy  Purpofes, 
?nd  in  a  Manner  tending  to  alienate  the  Affe&ionsof 
his  Subjects  from  his  Royal  Perlon,  is  humbly  fub- 
niitted  to  the  Judgment  of  himfelf,  hisMiniftry,  and 
Parliament.  Moft  certainly,  neyer  was  a  Royal  In- 
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ftru&ion  Co  miferably  bandied  about  ^  Co  fcandaloufly 
perverted,  and  at  laft  To  fhamefully  and  filently 
given  up,  as  this  has  been. 

The  AlTembly  being  met  according  to  adjourn¬ 
ment,  aProfpe<5fc  now  opened  itfelf  to  them  of  grant¬ 
ing  Supplies  in  a  Way  that  would  meet  witli  Accep¬ 
tance.  By  his  Meffageof  February  \  9th,  1754.  The 
Governor  had  waved  the  Royal  Inftru<5tion,  on  which 
he  had  fo  long  founded  his  Reafons  for  rejecting  the 
Supply  Bills,  and  promifed,  as  I  above  hinted.,  “  That 
“  if  the  Alfembly  fhould  be  of  Opinion  that  there 
Ct  was  a  Neceflity  ro  ftrike  a  farther  Sum  in  Bills  of 
“  Credit,  to  defray  the  Charges  of  railing  Supplies 
*  for  his  Majefty’s  Service,  in  this  Time  of  inmi- 
*c  nent  Danger,  and  will  create  a  proper  Fund  or 
“  Funds,  for  finking  the  fame  in  a  few  Years,  he 
£t  would  concur  with  them  in  palling  a  Law  for  that 
et  Purpofe.”  And  by  hisMelfage  of  the  28th  of  the 
fame  Month,  having  acknowledged  that  the  Term  of 
lo  Years  for  extending  the  Excile,  in  Order  to  link 
the  £.5000  granted  to  the  King's  Ule,  in  Governor 
Thomas  s  Adminiftration,  “  was  but  a  fliprt  Space  o^f 
46  Time.”  The  Allembly,  deeply  affedled  with  the 
public  Diftrefs,  did,  in  Obedience  to  his  Majefty’s 
Orders,  and  to  enable  the  Governor  to  defend  the 
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Province,  forbear  to  infift  on  the  Bill  for  a  further 
Currency,  tho’  even  then  highly  necertary,  and  come 
into  the  Meafures  propofed  by  the  Governor  him- 
felf  for  Defence  of  the  Province.  They  therefore 
formed  a  Bill  ftridtly  agreeable  to  the  Governor’s  Di¬ 
rections  in  the  forementioned  MelTages,  for  {hiking 
£.30000  in  Bills  of  Credit,  for  granting  £.10000 
thereof  to  the  King’s  Ufe,  and  for  applying  the  re¬ 
maining  £.20000  to  the  Exchange  of  torn  and  ragged 
Bills  then  Current  in  the  Province  but  fcarcely  paya¬ 
ble  •,  and  for  finking  the  £.10000  by  an  Excife  on 
ftrong  Liquors,  iw  ten  Years,  the  fame  Space  of  Time, 
which  the  Governor  agreed  to  be  “  a  fhort  one,’* 
for  finking  £.5000  They  could  not  fufpedl  that  the 
Governor  would  fo  far  deviate  from  his  own  Propo- 
fal  and  Prbmife,  as  to  refufe  a  Bill  made  in  Purfu- 
ance  thereof,  and  which  was  to  fink  £.10000  in  the 
fame  Space  of  Time,  Governor  Thomas  had  parted 
a  Law  tor  finking  £.  fOOO  only,  which  Law  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  Royal  Approbation.  But  herein,  they 
were,  to  their  extreme  Surprize,  difappointed.  For, 
notwithftanding  the  Danger  which  the  Province  then 
was  in,  by  the  daily  Approach  of  the  French  nearer 
and  nearer  to  our  Borders,  and  the  Expulfion  of  the 
Virginians  from  their  Fort  on  the  Ohio,  to  recover 
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which,  an  Expedition  was  then  carrying  on,  which 
this  feafonable  Supply  would  have  helped  to  facilitate', 
notwith  Handing  all  this,  fo  immoveabiy  attached  wai 
our  Governor  to  his  private  Inftru&ions*,  fo  regard* 
lefs  of  his  own  Promife,  and  his  Majefty’s  Orders 
and  Service,  that  he  refufed  the  Supplies  granted  by 
the  Bill,  and  put  the  Alfembly  off  with  this  frivolous 
and  evafive  Anfwer,  viz..  “  That  he  could  fee  no 
“  Reafon  for  extending’  the  Excife  longer  than  four 
“  Years  beyond  the  Date  of  its  prefent  Limitation/’ 
This  was  the  Reafon  aligned  by  Mr.  Hamilton  for 
reje&ing  the  fupplies,  the  Obje&ion  founded  on  the 
Royal  Inftrudion  having  long  been  dropt  ;  Yet 
Would  our  ingenuous  and  faithful  Pamphleteer  infinu* 
ate,  that  this  Royal  Inftrudion  was  the  chief  Caufe, 
and  that  the  Alfembly  “  knewveiy  well,  before  they 
“  propofed  the  Bill,  that  he  could  not  give  his  Alfent 
4C  thereto,  without  incurring  his  Majeftys  higheftDif* 
“  pleafure  tho’  he  had  but  in  the  f  Page  before, 
confelfed  that  Mr.  Hamilton  “  let  them  know,  he 
tl  would,  in  the  prefent  Emergency,  pafs  the  Bill, 
“  without  the  fufpending  Claufe,  enjoined  by  the 
**  Royal  Inlfrudion. 
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In  anfwer  to  this  ftiufflitig  Meffage  of  the  Gover¬ 
nor,  and  in  Support  of  thei'r  Rights  as  a  Houfe  of 
Commons,  theAflembly  tjuftly  replied,  that  “  they, 

“  as  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  have  the  un- 
«  doubted  Right  to  judge  and  determine,  not  only 
“  of  the  Sum  to  be  raifed  for  theUfe  of  the  Crown, 
“  but  alfo  of  the  Manner  of  rai  ling  it.”  They  further  tell 
him,  that  they  then  offered  £. 10,000  to  the  Crown, 
and  propofed  a  Manner  of  railing  it,  which  they 
judged  mofteafy  and  convenient  for  the  People  they 
reprefent.  They  alfo  call  in  Queftion  his  Senfe  of 
the  imminent  Danger  the  Province  was  then  in,  as 
they  could  not  think,  it  podible  for  him  to  refufe  a 
Supply  Bill  at  fuch  a  Time,  “  merely  from  an  Opi- 
“  nion  that  a  fhorter  Time  for  finking  the  Bills  would 
be  more  eafy  for  the  People. 

Hereupon  the  Governor  grows  warm,  and  by  a 
wanton,  extraordinary  Demand,  gives  evident  Proof 
of  a  Defign  laid  to  difpolfefs  the  Affembly  of  their 
Privilege'to  fix  the  Mode  of  granting  Supplies ;  a  Pri¬ 
vilege  the  mod  elTential  they  enjoy,  and  which  when 
ravifhcd  from  them,  would  reduce  them  to  mere  Cy¬ 
phers  in  the  Conftitution.  He  rejoins,  and  julfiiies 
his  Amendments  of  the  Supply  Bills  with  much  Ve- 
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hcmence,  *  Declaring,  that  “  he  has  a  Right  to  ex- 
ercile  his  Judgment,  with  Refpedt  to  Money-Bills, 
farther  than  either  to  approve  or  reject  them  as 
tuey  ate  offered.  The  Reafon  he  gives  is  no  lefs 
'extraordinary  than  his  Claim  •,  for  he  afferts,  that 
the  Governors  of  this  Province,  are  invefted  with 
one  Half  of  the  lcgiflative  Power,  and  equally 
concerned  in  Duty  to  conlult  the  Eafe,  Freedom, 
and  Welfare  of  the  People  commited  to  their 
Care.”  The  Injuftice  and  Abfurdity  of  fuch  a 
Claim,  is  well  known  to  every  Body,  who  knows  any 
Thing  of  our  Mother  Conftitution.  There  the  King 
and  Lords  in  Parliament,  are  invefted  with  two  Thirds 
of  the  legiflative  Power  ;  the  Duty  of  confulting  the 
Eale,  Freedom  and  Welfare  of  the  People,  is  as  much 
incumbent  upon  them,  as  upon  the  Commons,  and 
yet  they  never,  at  prefenr,  prefume  to  meddle  with 
Supply  Bills,  or  make  Amendments  therein  j  and  tho* 
the  Lords  have  heretofore  attempted  it,  they  were 
always  obliged  to  give  Way,  and  have  now  left  the 
Commons  in  the  full  Enjoyment  of  that  eftentiai 
Privilege  of  granting  Supplies  and  Aids  to  the  Crown, 
in  their  own  Way. 

The  Reafon  which  our  Pamphleteer  aftigns  to  juf- 
tify  this  unconftitutional  Invafton  of  the  Aftembiy’y 
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moft  effential  Privilege,  is,  that  «  in  that  Space  of 
“  Time,  the  Excife  would  raife  £  45000,  viz,- 
“  10,000  for  the  King’s  Ufe,  and  the  remaining 

“  £-3500°  would  have  been  at  the; r  own  difpofal,, 

«  for  what  Ufes  they  might  think  fit.”  This  worthy 
Patriot  would  perhaps  think  it  more  juft  and 
equitable  that  this  Sum  fhould  be  committed  to 
the  Difpofal  of  our  Proprietaries,  who  contributed  no¬ 
thing  towards  it  •,  who  have  ever  enjoyed  an  Immunity 
from  Taxes  for  the  Support  of  Government ;  nay, 
who  have  refufed  to  permit  their  Eftates  to  be  taxed 
for  the  immediate  Defence  of  the  Province,  in  Com¬ 
mon  with  thofc  of  the  Inhabitants,  tho  the  Country  lay 
bleeding  in  almoft  every  Part  of  its  Frontiers,  rather 
than  entrufted  in  the  Hands  of  thofe  out  of  whofe 
Fortunes  and  Eftates  the  whole  was  to  be  levy’d  ;  and 
thus,  according  to  his  Principles  of  Equity,  Perfons 
who  have  neither  Inclination,  Senfe  of  Intereft,  Du¬ 
ty,  or  any  other  Obligation  to  difpofe  of  it  for  the 
Public  Utility,  fhould  have  the  Power  of  laying  it 
out.  The  Alfembly  has  never  claimed  the  foie  Dif- 
pofition  of  any  Money  to  which  the  Proprietaries 
contributed,  but  have,  on  the  contrary,  allowed  that 
very  Contribution  to  entitle  them,  in  Jufticc,  to  a 
Voice  in  fitch  Difpofition.  This  appears  evident  from 
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the  late  Bill  for  granting  £.  60,000  to  tire  King’s  Ufej 
in  the  Difpofition  of  which  the  Proprietaries  Deputy 
had  a  Negative.  But  our  Proprietaries  have  not  been 
fo  reafonable  on  their  Part  ;  for  altho’  the  People 
have  folely  fupported  the  Government,  and  the 
AlTembly  hath  aftented  to  a  Law  for  exempting  their 
Eftates  from  bearing  any  Share  in  the  common  Ex- 
pences,  and  altho  his  Majefty  has  concurred  in  giving 
the  AlTembly  the  Difpofition  of  their  own  Funds,  by 
his  A  (Tent  to  the  Laws  for  that  Purpofe,  Lent  over  for 
his  Royal  Approbation,  yet  not  fatisfied  with  this 
Exemption,  they  are  grafping  at  the  Difpofition  of 
thofe  very  Funds,  which  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed 
to  think  mo  ft  fafe  in  the  Hands  of  the  AlTembly,  and 
to  which  they  were  not  to  contribute  a  Tingle  Penny. 

Our  Author  proceeds  in  his  Vindication  of  the 
Governor,  by  averting,  that  “  he  juftly  confidered, 
if  he  fhould  pals  this  Bill,  it  would  be  giving  the 
"  Government  out  of  his  Hands,  and  rendering 
himfelf  and  his  SuccefTors  entirely  unneceftary  in 
“  the  Adminiftration  for  twelve  Years.”  This  alfer- 
tion,  like  the  reft,  is  quite  unfupported  by  Proof,  as 
well  as  contradictory  to  Reafon  and  Experience. 
The  ATfembly  have,  for  near  forty  Years  paft,  had 
in  their  Hands  rhe  Difpofal  of  the  Supplies  of  the 
Excife,  and  the  Intereft  Money  ariftng  on  the  Bills  of 

Credit 
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Credit  lent  to  the  People  ;  and  yet  neither  the  King, 
nor  Proprietaries,  have  been  of  Opinion,  that  a  Go¬ 
vernor  was  thereby  rendered  unnecefTary  in  the  Ad- 
mini fixation-,  for  it  deprives  him  neither  of  his  legi- 
flative  nor  military  Capacity ;  he  retains  the  fame  Power 
of  granting  all  Offices  during  his  Pleafure,  He  re¬ 
mains  entitled  to  the  fame  Profits  and  Perquifites  of 
Government,  and  has  the  fame  Power  of  collecting 
them.  This  fine-fpun  Reafon  therefore  being  invalid, 
there  muft  needs  be  fome  other  which- the  Gentleman 
chofe  not  to  reveal.  Had  he  meant  that  the  Gover¬ 
nor  would  be  thereby  rendered  in  fome  Sort  “  uii- 
necefiary”  to  thofe  who  were  the  Creatures  and  De¬ 
pendents  of  himfelf,  and  the  Proprietaries,  there 
had  been  Truth  in  it.  Here  lay  the  grand  Secret, 
hinc  ilU  L-ichrym&i  This  was  the  Subject  of  his  La¬ 
mentation,  Let  the  Aflembly  be  once  deprived  of 
this  long-enjoyed  Privilege*,  the  good  Effects  where¬ 
of  have  beenfo  happily  experienced  by  this  Province, 
and  let  it  be  vefted  in  the  Hands  of  our  Governors, 
they  will  then  have  it  in  their  Power  to  retain  (uch  a 
Compenfation  for  their  eminent  Services,  as  they,  in 
their  own  Difcretion,  may  rhink  rmVL  This  inge¬ 
nious  Author,  will  then  be  amply  reco  mpenfed  for  the 
many  Declamations  he  has  publifhed  againft  the  Con¬ 
stitution  ;  and  every  ferviJe  Courtier  w.tllj  for  his  ex¬ 
traordinary 
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tratrdinary  Merits  be  maintained  and  Supported  out 
of  the  Peoples  Pocket,  Nay  more,  the  AfTembly 
would  be  no  longer  able  to  continue  Agents  in  London^ 
to  make  the  neceffary  Reprelentations  of  the  Affairs 
of  the  Province  to  the  King  or  Parliament,  to  lay 
their  Grievances  before  them  and  Petition  for  Re- 
drefs;  but  our  Governors,  fet  at  large  from  that  Con- 
troul,  might  for  ever  after  opprefs  and  tyrannize 
with  Impunity. 

He  adds,  *  “  it  would  be  putting  £.35000  into 
Cc  the  Hands  of  the  Allembly,  flill  more  to  iricreafe 
<c  their  Power,  and  lay  out  in  Schemes  to  abridge 
the  Power  of  their  Proprietaries  and  Governors; 
cC  and  to  opprefs  thofe  who  oppofe  their  Meafures.” 
High  Crimes  thefe  indeed  i  But  how  aftonifhing  and 
ridiculous  will  my  Reader  think  it,  that  the  only 
Proofs  he  brings,  if  he  brings  any,  in  Support  of 
them,  are  the  Building  Hofpitals,  and  fuch  like 
public,  humane,  and  charitable  Undertakings  J  As 
therefore,  this  Gentleman  hath  thought  it  expedient  to 
mention  thefe  Matters,  I  muff  beg  Leave  to  give  my 
Reader  fome  fhprt  Account  of  them. 

In 
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Tn  1741  Governor  Thcmas  reprefented  to  the  Af- 
fembly  that  infedious  Difeafes  were  frequently  im¬ 
ported  by  FaUtine  and  other  Ships,  which  fpread 
throughout  the  Province,  and  were  attended  with 
very  melancholy  Circumftances  •,  and  al(o,  that  thofc 
Ships  were  generally  fo  full  of  Palfengers,  that  he 
could  not  oblige  them  to  perform  Quarentine,  with¬ 
out  endangering  their  Lives  by  the  Confinement  and 
Infedion  together.  In  Purfuance  of  this  Appli¬ 
cation,  the  Amenably  purchafed  an  Ifland  ten  Miles  be¬ 
low  the  City,  and  railed  lome  additional  Buildings  to 
thofe  already  on  it,  which  are  now  made  a  Pellhoufe, 
for  the  Reception  and  Accommodation  of  the  Sick ; 
and  by  Means  thereof,  great  Numbers  have  been  lince 
refcued  from  the  Jaws  of  Death.  The.  Man  who 
would  charge  an  Ad  of  fuch  Benevolence  and  Hu¬ 
manity  as  a  Crime  upon  the  Alfembly,  mull  be  one 
who  has  a  Heart  infenfible  to  both.  But  if  it  really 
mufi:  be  conllrued  as  a  Clime  by  this  fevere  Judge, 
why  is  the  Alfembly  only  accufed  ;  it  was  firfi;  pro- 
pol'ed  and  lolicited  by  the  Governor,  and  a  Law  was 
by  him  palled  for  that  Purpofe. 

Another  Proof  of  this  Charge,  is  the  eredion  of 
an  Hofpital  for  the  Lame,  the  Maimed,  the  Mad, 
and  the  Wounded  ;  an  undertaking  that  fets  the  Ge- 
neroliry,  and  Public  Spirit  of  our  Proprietaries,  and 
this  Advocate  of  theirs,  in  a  true  Light. 


lu 
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In  175:1  a  conquerable  Number  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  Philadelphia,  prefented  a  Petition  to  the  A/Tem- 
bly,  requefting  their  afliftance  towards  Building  a 
Provincial  Hofpital,  to  be  put  under  fuch  Regula_ 
tions  as  the  Houfe  fhould  think  proper.  Agreeable 
to  this,  the  AfTembly  formed  and  palfed  a  Bill,  which 
received  the  Governors  Aflent,  and  was  enaded  into 
i  Law  5  Incorporating  the  Contributors,  by  the  Name 
of  the  Contributor s  of  the  Pennfylvania  Hofpital  ; 
and  direding,  that  as  foon  as  they  fhall  have  laifed  by 
their  Contributions,  a  Capital  Stock  of  £.1000,  the 
Speaker  fhould  Sign  an  Order  on  the  Provincial 
Treafurer  for  £.2000  more,  payable  to  the  Treafurer  of 
the  Hofpital,  to  be  applyed  to  the  Founding,  Building, 
and  Furnifhing  the  fame.  Under  Countenance  of 
this  Law,  a  Subfcription.  was  fet  on  Foot,  whichin  a 
fhort  Time  amounted  to  more  than  the  Sum  required 
by  the  Ad.  Nothing  was  now  wanting  but  a  Piece 
of  Ground  to  ered  the  Hofpital  upon  ;  well  affined 
therefore  that  the  Proprietaries  would  do  any  Thing 
in  Reafon  to  promote  a  Defign  fo  laudable,  fo  full  of 
Benevolence  and  Humanity,  the  Managers  applyed  to 

'  r 

them,  in  a  very  refpedful  Addrefs,  for  a  Lot  of 
Ground,  which  they  thought  commodious  for  their 
Purpofe,  They  declared  themfelves  extremely  well 
affeded  towards  the  Defign,  and  promifed  to  give  it 

all 
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ail.rhc  Encouragement  it  merited.  But  alas  !  Words 
are  not  always  accompanied  with  A6Hons.  This  Maxim 
was  remarkably  verified  by  the  Conduit  of  our  Pro¬ 
prietaries  •,  they  refufed  to  grant  the  Lot  of  Ground 
that  was  requefted  \  nay,  they  refufed  even  to  fell  it 
fo  far  were  they  from  giving  the  lead  Encouragement 
to  this  Benevolent  Scheme,  that  they  did  a$  much  as  lay 
in  them  to  difeourage  it ;  By  a  CommilTion  which  they 
fent  over  to  the  Governor  empowering  him  to  grant  a 
Charter  of  Incorporation  to  the  Managers  of  the  Hos¬ 
pital*  they  abridged  them  even  of  thole  Privileges,  and 
Advantages  already  granted  to  them  by  the  Law  f  hi 
lieu  of  the  Piece  of  Ground  which  had  been  fixed  upon, 
they  offered  a  foggy,  damp,  unwholefome  Lot,  fitter 
for  a  Burial  Place,  (to  which  Part  of  it  had  been  ap¬ 
propriated,)  than  an  Hofpital  intended  for  the  Reftoi"^ 
tion  of  Health  •,  and  even  this  was  not  in  their  Power 
to  beftow  •,  the  late  Honorable  Proprietary  had  al¬ 
ready  granted  it  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City  for 
Public  Ufes  *,  as  appears  evidently  from  a  Map  of  the 

City  drawn  by  the  Proprietary-Surveyor-General  t 

M  However, 


t  They  (ubjcAed  the  Hofpital  to  Vigors  of  their  owft  Ap¬ 
pointment  ;  and  a  I’rovifo  was  to  be  inlcited  in  their  uarter, 
by  which  the  Lot,  and  confeqaently  the  Buildings  and  I^tovc* 
ments  made  thereon,  were  to  revert  to  the  1  ropncuries. 
Failure  of  a  fuccclTion  of  Contributors,  winch  muft  ncceiialny 

have  happened,  as  theSum  allowed  for  ii* Support 
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However,  the  aXiviry  of  the  Managers  furmountcd 
thefe  Impediments  j  they  purchafed  a  Lot  of  private 
Perfons,  and  have  lince  that  conduced  the  Inftitution 
with  fo  much  Spirit,  Skill,  and  OEconomy,  that  it 
now  thrives  even  beyond  the  Hopes  of  its  warmed 
Promoters.  From  the  Account  given  of  this  Affair, 
which  is  precifely  juft,  the  Reader  will  fee,  that  were 
I  any  ways  inclined  to  Satyr,  I  have  here  full  Scope 
to  exert  it  •,  there  is  fomething  fo  extremely  unge¬ 
nerous,  not  to  fay  inhuman,  in  the  ConduX  of  our 
Author  and  his  Patrons,  with  RefpeX  to  it,  as  well 
Merits  to  be  expofed  in  the  moft  fevere  Terms.  I  fhall 
however  wave  it,  and  leave  the  Reader  to  his  own  Re¬ 
flexions.  But  fuffer  me  to  vindicate  our  Affemblv,  and 
to  fay,  if  the  Encouragement  they  gave  to  thcfe  chari¬ 
table  Undertakings  be  a  Profufion,  as  the  Author  of 
the  B.  S.  and  B.  V.  intimates,  ’tis  a  Profufion  they 
may  glory  in  ;  ’tis  a  Profufion  joftified  by  the  Laws  of 
Humanity,  the  DiXates  of  Religion,  and  the  Example 
of  every  civilized  Nation  in  the  Univerfe. 

I  now  leave  this  DigreflicJn,  which  the  Author  I  am 
animadverting  upon,  has  made  neceffary,  and  return 
to  my  SubjeX. 

r 
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From  the  Explanation  I  have  given  of  the  Fads,  it 
appears  plainly,  I  hope,  that  the  Aflembly  had  nothing 
more  at  Heart  than  the  Defence  of  their  Country  •, 
that,  with  the  greateft  Chearfulnefs,  they  have  always 
granted  Supplies,  in  fuch  Manner  as  rhey  were  able, 
without  oppreiTmg  the  People,  whenever  his  Majefty’s 
Service,  and  the  Inrereft  of  their  Country  required  ; 
and,  in  all  human  Probability,  had  the  Governor  paf- 
fed  the  Bill  for  granting  £. 10,000  to  his  Majefty’s  Ufe, 
when  it  was  prefented  to  him,  proceeded  to  levy 
Troops,  and  fent  them  in  Time  to  theAftiftance  of  Mr. 
Wafhington,  that  Gentleman’s  unhappy  Defeat  would 
have  been  prevented,  and  the  long  Train  of  Mifchiefs 
attending  it,  averted. 

On  his  Defeat  Mr.  Hamilton  again  demanded  Sup¬ 
plies  of  the  AfTembly,  who,  with  their  uftial  Chear¬ 
fulnefs,  voted  ^.15000  for  his  Majefty’s  Ufe,  to  be 
funk  as  by  the  former  Bill  ■,  but  it  met  the  fame  Fare 
with  that,  and  was  rejedfed. 

Disgusted  at  the  numberlefs  Difficulties  impofed 
upon  him  by  thefe  oppreffivc  Inftrudions  •,  and  fhocked 
at  the  odious  Alternative  he  lay  expoled  to,  either  of 
becoming  the  unwilling  Inftrument  of  dilbbeying  his 

Majefty’s  Inftrudions  for  the  Defence  of  the  Province, 

and 
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and  of  enflaving  his  Country,  in  which  common  Cala¬ 
mity,  himfelf,  his  Friends,  and  Relations,  would  be  in¬ 
volved-,  or  elfe  of  Ruining  his  Fortune  by  a  Forfeiture 
of  his  Bond,  Mr.  Hamilton  wrote  the  Proprietaries 
AVord  that  he  intended  fhortly  to  refign  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  which  he  adually  did. 

He  was  fucceecled  by  Mr.  Morris^  who  as  our  Au¬ 
thor  afferts,  Spoke  in  the  moft  pathetic  Terms  to 
the  new  Affembly,  compofed  of  the  old  Members, 
fC  who  offered  a  Bill  for  £.  20000  conceived  in  the 
iC  fame  Terms  as  before,  tho’  he  had  told  thembefore- 
hand,  that  he  was  fubjeded  to  the  fame  Inftrudions 
**  as  his  Predeceflors,  and  could  not  pafs  any  fuch  Bill 
c<  into  a  Law,”  In  this,  as  in  every  other  Inftance,  he 
hath  liippreffed  fo  much  of  every  Tranfadion,  as  difa¬ 
bles  the  World  from  judging  with  any  Certainty  con¬ 
cerning  it.  But  as  the  Fad  hinted  at  is  material,  it 
deferves  a  more  particular  Explanation. 

By  his  Mefiage  of  the  third  of  December ,  17 54, 
the  Governor  very  juftly  pointed  out  the  dangerous  Cir- 
cumftances  of  the  Province,  ?nd  called  on  the  Aflembly 
for  Supplies  to  enable  him  to  execute  the  King’s  Com¬ 
mands.  But  never,  as  this  Writer  exprefly,  and  falfe- 
ly  affirms,  had  <c  told  them  beforehand,  that  he  was 

“  fubjeded 
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fubjcded  to  the  fame  Inftrudions  as  his  Predeceffors,” 
till  about  a  Month  after,  in  hisMeflage  of  the  thirtieth 
of  December  *,  he  fays,  ££  it  was  certainly  tme  that  he 
«  had  Proprietary  inftrudions.”  Thus,  does  this 
Writer  never  fail,  in  Defpite  of  Juftice,  Candor,  Com 
fcience,  and  every  honorable  Motive,  either  to  fallify, 
or,  at  Ieaft,  mifreprefent  every  Fad  lie  has  taken  upon 
him  to  relate. 

I  n  anfvver  to  the  Governors  firftMeflage,  the  Aftem- 
bly  by  another  of  the  fourteenth,  declare,  c<  that  they 
££  account  it  their  indifpenfable  Duty  to  do  every  Thing 
“  in  their  Power  to  comply  with  his  Majefty’s  Royal 
££  Orders,  or  that  may  contribute  to  the  Welfare  of  the 
££  People  they  reprefent.”  And  therefore,  £c  hadchear- 
££  fully  and  almoft  unanimoufly  voted  £.10000-  for  the 
££  King’s  Ufe.”  Adding  further,  “  that  they  had  Rea- 
££  fon  to  believe,  that  the  Suras  granted  to  the  King’s 
££  Ufe  by  the  late  Affembly,  had  the  then  Governor 
££  been  pleafed  to  pafs  the  Bills  offered  to  him  for  that 
££  Purpofe,  might,  in  a  great  Meafure,  if  not  totally 
5£  have  prevented  the  bad  Situation  of  our  Affairs  at 
££  prefent,  and  placed  their  Duty  to  the  beft  of  King’s, 
“  among  the  moft  loving  and  faithful  of  his  Subjeds.” 
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A  Message  fo  candid,  and  an  Offer  fo  generous  on 
the  Parr  of  the  Aflembly,  greatly  embarrafled  the  Go¬ 
vernors  Conduct.  The  Country  was  entirely  defence- 
lefs*,  the  Aflembly  by  a.  Variety  of  Offers,  had  given 
undeniable  Teftimony  of  their  Inclination,  and  Zeal  to 
defend  it  *,  they  had  raifed  the  former  Sums  offered, 
up  to  £.10000.  Should  he  refufe  the  Sum,  the  Gover¬ 
nor  faw  that  the  Frontiers  mull  ftill  lie  expofed  to  the 
Encroachments  and  Ravages  of  the  Enemy  •,  and  accept 
it  he  could  not,  without  breaking  through  the  Proprie¬ 
taries  Inftrudtions,  a  Forfeiture  of  his  Bond,  and  con- 
fequently  great  Detriment  to  his  Fortune.  To  extricate 
himfelf  out  of  this  Dilemma  with  Honor,  was  no  very 
eafy  Matter.  In  vain  did  he  labor  for  Arguments  in 
his  Reply,  no  folid  Reafon  could  be  given  for  rejecting 
a  Supply  fo  confiderable,  at  a  Time  of  fuch  imminent 
Danger  and  Diflrefs.  Like  a  drowning  Man,  who 
catches  at  a  Straw,  he  firft  lays  hold  upon  the  Royal  In- 
ftru&ion,  that  has  been  fo  largely  explained  above,  de¬ 
claring,  “  that  he  could  not  agree  to  the  Bill  by  any 
ct  Means,  as  he  was  forbid  by  the  Royal  Inftrudtion  to 
ft  pals  any  Law  for  creating  Money  in  Bills  of  Credit 
«  without  a  fiifpending  Claufe,  that  it  fhould  not  take 
<e  Effeft  till  his  Majefty’sPleafure  be  known,”  and  fends 
down  Sir  Dudley  Rider's  Opinion  to  prove  that  it  was 
fC  in  full  Force  and  binding  on  him.”  B*ut  this  being 

men 
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roo  thin  a  Veil  to  hide  his  Proprietary  Inftrudions,  he 
takes  Shelter  under  the  Ad  of  Parliament,  reftraining 
the  four  eaftern  Governments  from  emitting  Paper  Cur¬ 
rency,  unlefs  in  Cafes  of  Emergency  *,  and  promifes  the 
Aflemblyj  that,  “  as  he  hoped  he  fhould  be  juftified 
“  in  thinking  that  the  Reafon  holds  good  as  to  us,  he 
“  will  join  in  any  Bill  they  fhould  think  our  prefling 
«  Occafions  demand,  provided  a  Fund  be  eftablifhed 
«  for  finking  the  fame  in  five  Years.”  His  fecond 
Paragraph  is  ftrangely  inconfiftent  with  his  firft  *, 
for  there  he  agrees  to  drop  the  fiifpending  Claufe  en¬ 
joined  by  the  Royal  Inftrudion,  and  pafs  a  Bill  without 
it,  but  in  the  fecond,  “  he  hopes  when  they,  viz.,  the 
u  Aflembly,  come  to  refled  on  the  Obligations  he  is 
,c  under  to  pay  Obedience  to  his  Majcfty’s  Inftrudions, 
c<  they  will  not  prefs  him  to  difobeythem-,”  nay,  owns 
himfelf  convinced,  that  “  they  ad  from  upright  Mo- 
“  rives,  and  agreeable  to  what  they  efleem  the  true  In- 
“  tereft  of  their  Country.” 

Tiie  Abfurdity,  and  palpable  Conrradidions  in  this 
Mode  of  Reafoning,  demand  our  animadverfion. 
Firft  then,  the  Governor  declares  himfelf  c<  forbid  by 
‘c  the  Roya]  Inftrudion  to  pafs  the  Law  without  a  fii£ 
“  pending  Claufe  and  felic  down  Sir  Dudley  Rider's 
Opinion  to  prove  it  binding  upon  him  ;  he  hopes  that 

thf 


thc.Afteftibly  will  not  prefs  him  to  difobcy  it,  and  yet* 
in  Defpite  of  all  this,  offers,  without  the  leaft  folici- 
tation,  to  wave  that  very  Inftrudion,  and  that  very 
fufpending  Claufe,  and  to  pafs  a  Law  without  it,  in 
Cafe  they  would  provide  a  Fund  to  fink  the  Bills  in  five 
Years,  conformable  to  the  Ad  of  Parliament  made  for 
the  Eaftern  Colonies.  No  w,  I  would  ask,  what  Con¬ 
nexion  this  Ad  of  Parliament  hath  with  the  Royal  In¬ 
ftrudion,  or  what  Dependence  the  Royal  Inftrtldion 
hath  upon  this  Ad  of  Parliament  ?  How  could  the 
Governor’s  Influence  and  Authority,  much  lefs  his  Coh- 
jedures,  make  an  Ad  of  Parliament, ,  particularly  con¬ 
fined  to  the  Eaftern  Governments,  extend,  to  this ;  Pro¬ 
vince  ?  Or  had  he  fuch  Power,  how  could  he  imagine 
it  would  take  off  the  Force  and  Obligation  of  the 
Royal  Inftrudion,  and  fave  him  from  his  Majefty’sDif 
.  pleafure,  if  it  were  really  in  Force  ? 

Thus  at  length  was  the  Royal  Inftrudion,  fo  long 
©bjeded  bdth  by  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Adorris  as  an 
hlfuperable  Impediment  to  their  palling  the  Supply  Bills, 
tho’  I  have  above  proved  it  not  to  be  binding  on  ouf 
Governors,  exprefly  wav’d. 

The  Aflembly  therefore  had  the  ftrongeft  Reafonsto 
fifped  that  the  Governor  was  debarred  from  a  DiC 
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charge  of  hk  Duty  by  lecret  Proprietary  InftruftiortSj 
which  retrained  him  from  palling  any  Law  for  raifiii| 
Money  by  Bills  of  Credit,  unlefs  a  Fund  was  fcfta- 
blifhed  co  fink  it  in  five  Years  -,  thefe  Reafbns  were 
corroborated  by  reflecting  on  the  Difpleafure  which 
their  Proprietaries  conceived  at  their  not  having  a 
Hand  in  the  Difpofition  of  the  People’s  Money,  tho 
railed  on  their  own  Fortunes  andEfhtes,  without  the 
ieaft  Contribution,  from  themfelves  or  their  Deputies 
Determined  therefore,  to  remove  filch  iniquitous  Ob-* 
ftruCtions  to  Public  Meafures,  and  the  Defence  b£ 
their  Country,  they  affined  the  Governor  by  a  Mei- 
fage  fiece?nber  20th,  that  they  had  refolved  to  apply 
for  Redrefs  either  to  the  Crown,  the  Lords  of  Tradej 
or  even  the  Proprietaries  themfelves  as  the  Cafe  fhould 
require;  and  moreover  requeued  him  to  inform-theiti 
“  whether  the  Royal  InflruCHon  was  the  only  Impe- 
u  diment,  or  whether  he  had  any  further  IrntriiCHoris 
from  the  Proprietaries,  which  influenced  him  in 
ic  refuting  his  Aflent  to  this  Bill  ?  And,  if  he  had* 

*7 

a  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  lay  thole  Inftmciions 
“  before  them  for  their  Conhderation. 

To  this  Requeft  of  the  Houfe,  the  Gbvern'oi  re¬ 
turned  an  equivocal  Anftver  ;  he  confefled  thar  h 6 
had  Inttiudlions  from  the  Proprietaries  ;  denied  ht>t 

U  'W. 


that  they  were  the  Caufe  of  his  refufing  the  Supplies', 

but  called  the  Request  “  indecent”  and  unprece¬ 
dented  ;  yet  promifed  u  to  communicate  them  when- 
“  ever  the  Public  Service  fhould  require  it.” 

The  Aflembly  in  their  Reply  infill,  that  “  it  is  the 
“  undoubted  Right  of  a  Bntiflj  Parliament  to  Ad¬ 
dle  is  the  Crown  for  fuch  Information  as  they  judge 
neceifaiy  to  their  Deliberations  •,  and  that  there- 
foie,  their  Requeft  was  not  indecent/’  They  fur¬ 
ther  give  Inftances  not  only  where  the  Royal  In. 
Rrudions,  but  thofe  of  the  Proprietaries  alfo,  had 
been  laid  before  them  ;  and  therefore  affirm  it  to  be 
not  unprecedented.  They  fhew  the  abfoluce  ncccffity 

they  lay  under  of  feeing  the  Proprietary  Inftm&ions, 
fmee  without  it  they  had  already  found  it  impoffible 
to  know  what  Bill  would  coincide  with  them  ;  and, 
whatever  Dills  they  might  prepare  for  Defence  of  the 
Province,  they  would,  after  all  their  Trouble  in  tam¬ 
ing  them,  and  after  all  the  Expence  to  the  Country, 
be  ftill  liable  to  the  lame  Diiticultics,  unlefs  fhey 
could  know  what  thofe  lnfhudfions  were,  and  could 
piocure  a  Conference  with  the  Governor  thereon, 
f  hey  give  an  Inftance  where  this  had  been  done  be- 
foie,  and  produced  thd  defired  .Effed.”  They 
therefore  again  folicit  him  in  Purfuance  of  his  Pro- 

mife, 
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mile,  to  lav  the  Proprietary  Indru&ions  before  them 
now,  as  ir  was  a  Juncture  ‘c  when  the  Public  Service 
required  it.”  For  that  they  are  under  a  nccedity  to 
Addrcfs  the  Crown  in  Support  of  theit  .civil  and  re¬ 
ligious  Liberties,  and  therein  make  the  Force  and  Va¬ 
lidity  of  t'nofe  Indru&iohs,  Tie  great  End  of  their 
Petition. 

But  nothing  was  more  diftantfrom  the  Governor’s 
Thoughts,  than  a  Compliance  with  his  own  Promife, 
and  with  this  reafonable  and  necelfary  Requed.  For, 
notwirhftanding  fo  many  Supply  Bills  formed,  as  hath 
been  obferv’d  above,  by  the  Affembly  with  no  fmall 
Trouble,  and  to  the  great  Expence  of  the  Province, 
had  been  reje&ed  by  him  andWiis  Predeceffor  •,  not- 
withftanding  a  View  of  the  Proprietary  Indru&ions 
was  requeued  by  the  Houfe,  who  thought  it  their 
Duty  to  guard  againd  their  evil  Tendency,  by  ap¬ 
plying  to  the  Crown  for  Relief  againd  them,  and  by 
Framing  Bills  which  they  did  not  ade£f  ;  and  not- 
withftanding  the  dangerous Circum dances  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  which  had  been  fo  well  deferibed  by  the  Go¬ 
vernor  in  his  late  MelTage  ;  he  yet  let  the  Alfembly 
know,  <c  that  he  could  not  think  it,  at  that  Time, 
“  for  his  Majedys  Service,  or  the  Intered  of  the 
**  Province  to  communicate  them.”  And  theReafons 

N  z  he 
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fie  Affigned  for  his  Conduct  were,  I  think,  as  ex¬ 
traordinary  as  that.  “  His  fird  is,  becaufe  they  had 
expiededin  their  lad  Medage,  a  great  didike  to 
Proprietary  Inftrudionsf’  his  fecond,  lt  becaufe 
they  had  declared  that  they  intended  to  make  the 
K  Force  and  Validity  of  them,  the  great  End  of  their 
Petition  tq  the  Crown.”  Tho’  it  was  very  inge¬ 
nuous  in  the  Allembly  to  inform  the  Governor  that 
fhey  intended  to  make  thofe  Indrudions  the  Subjed 
of  an  Addrefs  to  the  Crown,  it  was  not  equally  Po~ 
|  |itic  j  it  was  fudicient  to  deter  him  from  laying  them 
before  them,  as  he  was  well  affured  they  would  not 
bear  the  Examination  of  a  Britifb  Parliament,  or  the 
Infpedion  of  the  Royal  Eye. 

In  their  next  Medage  the  Afifembly  give  a  very  fair 
$md  impartial  State  of  theDifpute  ;  the  whole  is  too 
long  ro  be  inferred ;  one  Point  however  deferves 
particular  Consideration.  They  declare  that  fuch 
Proprietary  Indrudions,  and  Reftraints  on  their  Go¬ 
vernors,  have  been  adjudged  and  rcfolved  by  the 
Governor’s  Council,  and  Ryprefeiitatives  of  4the. 
People,  either, 

Firjjt.  Inconsistent  v/ith  the  Icgai  Prerogative  of 
die  Crown,  as  fettled  by  Ad  of  Parliament. 

Secondly 
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Secondly .  Or  a  Breach  of  the  Charter  of  PrivL 


leges  of  the  People. 


Thirdly.  Or  abfurd  in  their  Conclufions  and 
therefore  impracticable, 

i  .  c* 

Fourthly,  Or  void  in  themfelves.  From  the  fub<- 


fequent  Experience  they  have  had,  on  the  Refufal  of 


a  Multitude  of  Bills  offered  for  Defence  of  the 


Province,  they  might  have  added 


Fifthly.  That  they  were  i neon fiftent  with  the  Alle¬ 
giance  due  to  his  Majefty  as  well  from  the  Proprie¬ 
taries,  as  the  People  of  the  Province. 


To  conclude  the  Tranfadfcions  of  this  long  SefTion 
of  Afleinbly :  The  Houfe  finding  no  Poffibility  of  a- 
greeing  with  the  Governor  on  any  Terms,  but  fuck  as 
would  deprive  them  of  their  ineftimable  Privileges  s 
yet  being  determined  to  obey  as  far  as  lay  in  their 
Power,  his  Majefty’s  Commands,  conveyed  to  them 
by  Sir  Thomas  Robtnfons  Letter,  unanimoufly  voted 
jjC.yooo  to  Purchafe  Provisions  and  Vi&uals  for  the 
King’s  Troops  upon  their  Arrival,  as  will  appear  from 


the 
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the  following  Refolves  of  the  Houfe.  f  Ct  The 
u  Letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Rohinfon  to  the  Governor 
“  of  the  26th  of  Ottober,  being  again  read,  it  was 
<l  obferved  by  the  Houfe  that  the  following  Points 
“  were  particularly  recommended  to  the  Governors 
u  Care. 

“  Thar  he  fhould  carefully  provide  a  Quantity  of 
“  frelh  Visuals,  at  the  Expence  of  this  Government, 
“  to  be  ready  for  the  Ufe  of  his  Majefty’s  Troops  at 
“  their  Arrival  •,  that  he  fhould  likewife  furnifh  the 
u  Officers,  who  may  have  Occafion  to  go  from  Place 
11  to  Place,  with  all  neceffaries  for  Travelling  by  Land, 
a  in  Cafe  there  are  no  Means  of  going  by  Sea  ;  and 
tc  that  he  fhould  ufe  his  utnipft  Diligence  and  Au- 
u  thority  Lin  procuring  an  exad  Obfervance  of  fuch 
ct  Orders,  as  fhall  be  iffited  from  Time  to  Time,  by 
et  the  Commander  in  Chief,  for  quartering  the 
“  Troops,  imprelling  Carriages,  and  providing  ne- 
£c  ceffaries  for  fuch  Forces,  as  fhall  arrive,  or  be  railed 
44  within  the  Government. 

“  That  with  regard  to  fuch  other  Articles,  which 
te  are  of  a  more  general  Concern,  it  is  the  King’s 
44  Pleafure,  that  he  will  ufe  hisurmoft  Endeavours  to 

“  induce 
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induce  the  Aflemhly  of  this  Province,  to  raife 
<c  forthwith,  as  large  a  Sum  as  can  be  afforded,  as 
“  their  Contribution  to  a  common  Fund,  to  be  em- 
“  ployed  provisionally,  for  the  general  Sendee  of 
“  North- America. 

W  hereupon  it  was  confidered,  that  this  Houfe 
<l  in  Obedience  to  the  Royal  Orders,  fignified  by  the 
Earl  of  Holdcrnefs's  Letter  of  2gtb  of  Angujk  1753, 
*'t  and  by  Sir  Thomas  Robinjons feveral Letters  of  the 
5th  or  July  and  26th  of  October  laff,  had  pre- 
“  fented  to  the  Governor,  a  Bill  for  granting  £20000. 

to  the  Kings  Ufe5  to  which  he  was  plealed  to  re- 
U  l"ule  his  AHent  ;  influenced  thereto,  as  t/iis  Houfe 
“  unanimouflv  prefume,  principally,  if  not  folely, 
“  by  Inftruaions  from  the  Proprietaries.  Andaltho’ 
the  Houfe  arc  thereby  hindered  from  making  Pro- 
“  viiion  for  all  the  Purpofes  of  the  laid  Royal  Or- 
“  dcis,  in  the  Manner  they  could  defire  (the  Trea- 
“  fury  being  quite  exhaufted  by  Indian  and  other 
Cc  Expences,  and  large  Sums  paid  out  of  the  Loan- 
Oilice,  for  Orders  adually,  and  ufualiy  drawn  upon 
tc  the  Treafury,  infomuch  that  there  is  fcarcely  a  Ba- 
lance  of  £.  foo  now  remaining  in  the  Truftces 
“  Hands)  yet  neverthelcfs,  they  are  defirous  to  com- 
“  ply  with  the  Expectations  of  the  Crown,  as  far  as, 

u  their 
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u  their  prefent  Cir  cum  (lances  confidered,  they  are 
Si  able.  It  is  therefore, 

\ 

“  Refolved  N.  C.  D. 

“  That  Jfadc  Norris ,  Efq-,  Speaker,  Evan 
4t  Morgan,  Jofeph  Fox,  'James  Pemberton,  James 
44  Wright,  Jofeph  Armftrong,  and  John  Smith  Gentle- 
“  men,  Members  of  this  Houfe,  be,  and  they  are 
44  hereby  nominated  and  empowered  to  take  up  and 
44  borrow,  on  the  Credit  of  this  Houfe,  any  Sum 
4>  not  exceeding  £.5006  lawful  Money  of  this  Pro- 
44  vince,  to  be  by  them  laid  out,  for  purchasing  frefh 
44  Provifions  and  other  neceflaries,  as  they,  or  a  Ma- 
44  jority  of  them,  (hall  think  neceffary  for  the  King’s 
#t  Troops,  at  their  Arrival  ;  for  all  which  Money, 
44  bor  rowed  as  aforefaid,  they  the  abovenamed  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  or  any  four  of  them,  fhall  give  a  Certi- 
44  ficate  or  Certificates,  as  the  Cafe  may  require,  un- 
44  der  their  Hands,  to  the  Perfon  or  Pcrfons  lending 
'  the  fame,  certifying  that  fuch  Money  was  taken  up 
*4  and  borrowed,  for  the  King’s  Ufe  in  the  Manner 
H  and  for  the  Purpofes  directed  by  this  Refolve.  And 
this  Houfe  will  repay,  or  take  sffe&ual  Care  to  fe« 
**  cure  the  Repayment  of  all  and  every  Sum  or  Sums 

e*  &£ 
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“  of  Money  fo  as  aforeiaid,  with  Intereft,  if  necefi 
<c  fary.” 

The  Aflembly  hereupon  adjourned  to  the  izrh  of 
May  following. 

From  this  Account  of  the  Transactions  between  the 
Governor  and  Aficmblv,  fupported  by  the  Minutes  of 
the  Houfe,  the  impartial  ,and  unprejudiced  may  eafdy 
determine,  whether  it  was  the  Duty  of  the  Afiembly, 
or  of  the  Governor,  to  recede  from  their  P retentions  ill 
filch  a  Time  of  Danger  and  Confufion  ?  Whether  the 
Former  who  are  the  Representatives  of  the  People,  in¬ 
timately  conneded  with  them,  pcrfedlv  well  acquainted 
with  their  Circumftances,  and  what  was  mod  or  lead 
oppreffive  and  burthenfome  to  them,  ought  to  be  con¬ 
demned,  for  perfifting  in  granting  Money,  in  fuch  Man¬ 
ner  as  they  thought  mod  conducive  to  the  Eafe  andCon- 
veniency  of  the  People,  and  in  Such  Form  as  prece¬ 
ding  Afiemblics  had  ever  given  it  •,  or  the  Governor  a 
Stranger  in  the  Province,  and  to  the  Things  neccfiary 
for  its  Welfare,  in  not  accepting  it  in  the  Manner  that 
his  Predeceflors  had  ever  done  2  Whether  the  Afiem- 
blies  could  have  Justified  themftlves  to  their  Condi¬ 
ments,  had  they  tamely,  not  to  fay  perfidiously,  fur- 
rendered  up  that  grand  Privilege,  the  undoubted  Right 

O  of 
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of  aHoufeof  Commons,  of  granting  Supplies  many 
Manner  they  judge  proper  or  in  permitting  the  De¬ 
puties  of  private  Individuals,  Subjects  like  themfelvesy 
to  interfere  in  the  Matter,  fo  as  arbitarilv  to  dired  the 

v 

Mode,  and  fettle  the  Means  of  railing  them  •,  and  of 
a  {Turning  to  them  {elves  the  Difpofition  of  Funds  levied 
on  the  People  only,  and  to  which,  neither  they  nor 
their  Principals  ever  contributed,  in  Contradiction  to 
that  equitable  Maxim,  Cujus  eft  dare ,  Ejus  eft  Difpo- 
nere  }  he  rvho  gives ,  has  the  Right  of  Dftpojin^.  As 
alfo,  whether  the  AfFembiy  2 re  principled  again  ft  giving 
Money  for  the  Defence  and  Protedion  of  the  Country, 
or  that  the  Author  of  thefe  Pamphlets  hath  not,  in  fo 
invidious  a  Charge,  wilfully,  and  notorioufly  violated 
Truth,  to  promote  the  Schemes  of  his  Patrons. 

But  to  juftifie  the  Coiidud  of  the  AfFembiy,  and  to 
difplay  that  of  the  Governor  in  its  true  Light,  it  will 
be  ncceflary  to  carry  on  this  Narrative  of  Tran  fa  £t  ions 
betwixt  them,  fomething.  further. 

On  the  17th  of  March  then,  before  the  Time  of 
the  Affembly’s  adjournment,  the  Governor  again  con¬ 
vened  them.  When  he  informed  them  of  General 
Rraddockfs  Arrival  in  Virginia  \  and  that  Sir  John  St, 
Clair,  the  Quarter-Mafter-General,  had  reprefented  to1 

him 
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him  the  Neceflity  of  having  Roads  opened  from  the 
fettled  Parrs  of  the  Province  We  ft  ward  towards  the 
Ohio,  to  facilitate  the  Marching  of  Troops  and  the  Sup¬ 
ply  of  Provifions  ;  and  that  General  Braddock  had  re- 
quefted  a  Poft  might  be  eftablifhed  between  Philadelphia 
and  Wmchefier.  All  which  the  Amenably  proceeded 
immediately  to  effeduate,  at  an  Expence  of  more 
than  j£.  $ooo. 

Such  was  the  Meflage  lent  down  in  the  Morning  i  in 
the  Afternoon  and  next  Day,  fcveral  others  of  a  very 
different  Nature  were  preftnted,  tending  to) throw  all 
Things  in  Confufion,  and  deftroy  that  Harmony  which 
fhould  ever  fublift  betwixt  the  refpedive  Branches  of  the 
legiflature  j  as  alfo  to  withdraw  the  Attention  of  the 
Houfe  from  Matters  of  higher  Importance.  He  cen- 
fures  the  Alfembly  for  inferring  Sir  Thomas  Robinfons 
Letter  in  their  Journal,  tho’  it  was  the  Foundation  of 
their  Proceedings,  and  mightbecomeneceflary  for  their 
Juftification  to  their  Conftituents  j  and  tho  the  Sub- 
ftance  of  that  very  Letter  had  been  publifhed  many 
Weeks  before,  in  his  Meffage,  in  the  Common  Ga¬ 
zette,  by  his  particular  Direction.  He  moreover  Char¬ 
ges  the  Aflembly  with  Secreting  their  Proceedings 
from  him  •,  and  in  a  very  imperious  Tone,  demands  the 

Attendance  of  their  Clerk  every  Night  with  the  Mi- 

r\  ,  nutes 
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BUtes  of  the  Day.  And  infilled  afterwards,  that  his 
Secretary  fhould  be  admitted  to  infped  the  Tranfadions 
of  that  Seflion  before  it  was  ended.  The  bare  Inti¬ 
mation  of  thefe  Matters  are  an  evident  Pre/age  of 
what  the  poor  Inhabitants  of  this  Province,  and  their 
Representatives  fhould  feel,  were  the  Schemes  of  our- 
Proprietaries  once  accomplifh’d. 

To  thefe  Demands  fo  unprecedented  and  inflamma-= 
tory,  our  Aflembly  having  wifely  returned  calm  and  mo¬ 
derate  Anfwers,  proceeded  tq  Buflpefs  qf  greater  Exi¬ 
gency. 

*  Governor  Shirley  having  formed  a  De/ign  of  build¬ 
ing  a  Fort  near  Croron-Point ,  fent  here  Mr.  Quincy , 
©ne  of  the  Commiilioners  of  his  Government,  to  fo¬ 
rfeit  our  Afliftance  in  Supplies  of  Proviflon.  Of  this 
the  Aflembly  were  informed  by  the  Governors  Mef- 
fage  of  the  24th,  and  on  the  25  th  eame  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  Refblves. 

<c  That  the  Sum  of  £.1  5000  be  at  this  Time  given 
*  to  the  King’s  Ufe  $  and  that  the  fame  be  ftruck  in 
cc  Bills  of  Credit,  and  funk  by  an  Extenfion  of  the 
?c  Excife  Ad  for  the  further  Term  of  ten  Years.” 

That 
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<c  That  £.  5000  Part  thereof,  be  paid  into  the 
««  Hands  of  J/aac  Norris  and  others,  to  difchargethe 
“  Sum  borrowed  in  Purfuance  of  the  Order  of  the 
<f  Houfe  made  on  the  3d  of  January  laft. 

“  That£-  10,000,  Part  of  the  (aid  ^25  000,  belaid 
“  out  in  the  Purchafe  of  Proviftons,  now  requeftedby 
*  the  Government  of  the  Majfachufets  Bay,  to  Vic- 
“  tual  the  Forces  about  to  March  for  fecuring  his  Ma- 
<c  jefty’s  Territories. 

te  That  ^.5000  Part  thereof,  be  paid  in  Difcharge 
“  of  fuch  Orders  as  may  be  drawn  on  this  Province 

for  the  King’s  U(e,  by  the  Honorable  Earoard 
c<  Braddoc£>  Efq-,  General  of  his  Majcfty’s  Forces  in 
**  North- America. 

“  That  £■  5000  theRefidue  of  thefaid  25000,  be 
tc  appropriated  towards  maintaining  fuch  Indians  in  out 
64  Alliance,  as  have  taken  or  may  take  Refuge  in  this 
“  Province  ;  Payment  of  Ports  or  Exprert'es,  hire  of 
<c  Carriages,  clearing  of  Roads,  and  ether  necertary 
<c  and  contingent  Expences  for  the  King’s  Service,  as 

may  be  incumbent  on  this  Government  to  difeharge.” 

Pursuant  to  the(e  Refolves,  a  Bill  was  prepared, 
parted  the  Houfe,  and  w&  fent  up  to  the  Governor  for 

*  his 
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his  Approbation  The  Aflembly  made  no  doubr,  but 
that  the  Proprietaries,  now  become  fenfible  of  the  State 
of  Deflation  to  which  this  once  happy  Province  had 
been  reduced  by  their  Inftru&i'ons,  had  empowered  the 
Governor  to  recede  from  them.  But  the  Event  un¬ 
deceived  them  •,  for,  as  if  they  had  defignedly  fixed  on 
this  Time  of  general  Diftrefs  and  Calamity,  to  impofe 
|  their  Inftru£tions  upon  the  Necks  of  the  Aflembly  and 
People,  and  fubjugate  them  to  their  Yoke  >  they  per¬ 
mitted  them  to  continue  in  Force,  and  their  f Gover¬ 
nor  under  the  Influence  of  that  Bond  which  he  had 
given  to  obey  them  •,  having  detained  the  Bill  there¬ 
fore  for  three  whole  Days,  he  at  length  refilled  his 
Affent  thereto,  becaufe  he  was  pleafed  to  imagine  it 

contrary  to  his  Majefty’s  Infraction,”  that  very  In¬ 
fraction  he  had  fo  repeatedly  wav’d  before. 

Mr.  Quincy  perceivirg  from  the  Governor’s  Con¬ 
duct,  that  no  Good  could  be  expeCted  on  that  Side, 
having  before  in  vain  urged  many  Arguments,  and  ex¬ 
erted  all  his  Influence  to  perfuade  him  to  enaCt  this 
reafonable  and  neceflary  Bill  into  a  Law  •,  refolved  to 
try  whether  he  could  prevail  on  the  Aflembly  to  grant 
him  the  Supplies  he  wanted,  having  had  apparent 
Proofs  of  their  Inclination  to  comply  with  his  Requeft, 
as  far  as  in  their  Power.  He  accordingly  drew  up  a 

Memorial, 
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Memorial,  and  prefented  it  to  the  Houfe  •,  two  Para¬ 
graphs  of  which  I  here  infert,  as  they  difcover  the  Sen-1 
timen  s  of  that  worthy  Gentleman,  on  the  Conduct  of 
the  Governor,  and  Aflembly,  with  Regard  to  this 
Tranfaftion,  of  which  he  had  been  an  attentive  yec 
impartial  and  indifferent  Spe&ator. 

-.V,  ■:  ■  ■■  V  d 

Gentlemen , 

tc  -f*  I  am  extremely  forry  to  find  that  notwithftand- 
tx  ins:  all  the  Motives  and  Arguments,  I  was  able  to 
“  offer  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  he  did  not  fe6  life 
“  Way  clear  to  give  hisConfent  to  the  Money-Bill  you 
<e  have  laid  before  him.  1 

1  .*!*)  \  f  ;T 

“  The  Chearfulnefs  with  which  you  therein  granted 
<c  /.i  0,000  for  victualling  the  Forces  intended  to 
ci  march  from  New- England,  to  fecure  his  Majcfty’^ 
cc  Territories,  leaves  me  no  Room  to  doubt  your  Zc$I 

,  .  .  .  .  j 

<£  for  his  Majefty’s  Service,  or  your  hearty  Concurrence 

• 

“  with  the  Government  I  have  the  Honor  to  reprefentj 
{C  in  the  Measures  now  propofed  for  our  common 
w  Safety.  And  therefore  tho’  you  are  unhappily  difap- 
“  pointed  in  the  Manner  of  your  Grant,  I  flatter  mv- 
fclfyou  will  not  fail  of  finding  fome  other  Means  of 
*  rendering  it  effectual.” 

.**•*  —  -  .  1.  ■  -X 

Thb 

t  Votes,  uiyriliR.,  1755* 
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The  Aflembly  well  knowing  this  Defign  muft  drop, 
however  glorious  or  falutary,  as  utterly  impra&icable 
(as  rhis  Gentleman  had  told  fhem)  without  their  Af- 
fiftance,  and  being  alfo  fenflble,  that  as  it  was  rhen  late 
in  the  Seafon,  a  Delay  might  be  equally  pernicious  with 
a  Refufal,  were  refolved  to  be  trifled  with  no  longer 
by  the  Governor,  but  to  grant  the  Sum  requefted,  with¬ 
out  his  Concurrence  or  Co-operation. 

The  Aflembly  were,  at  this  Time,  by  Virtue  of  fe- 
veral  Laws  then  in  Force,  which,  as  hath  been  obferved 
above,  had  received  the  Royal  Approbation,  poflefled 
of  a  Right  to  difpofe  of  the  Money  arifing  from  the 
Interefl:  of  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  on  Loan,  and  the 
Excife  •,  of  the  Arrears  of  this  Money  there  remained 
due  about  £.14000,  according  to  the  Governor’s  own 
Calculation,  which  they  would  inftaritly  have  called  in, 
but  upon  Enquiry  into  the  Circumflances  of  the  Bor¬ 
rowers,  they  found  that  an  unexpe&ed  Exadtion  of 
them,  would  bv  a  Seizure  and  Sale  of  the  Eftates  of 
the  Defaulters,  in  fo  great  a  Scarcity  of  Money,  be 
their  certain  Ruin.  On  rhe  Credit  of  thefe  Arrears, 
however,  they  were  determined  to  raife  luch  a  Sum  of 
Money  as  fhould  fully  anlwer  the  Expeditions  and 
Demand  of  the  Government  of  the  Majfachufets  Bay. 

And 


\ 
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And  thereby  put  it  oat  of  the  Governor’s  Power  to  pre* 
vent  their  complying  with  this  Requell  fo  necelfary 
for  the  Defence  of  his  Majelty’s  Colonies.  And 
there!  ore, 

“  Refohed , 

“  *  That  the  Sum  of  ^.iyooo  be  now  given 
“  to  the  King’s  Ufe  ;  £.5000  thereof  to  repay  the 
“  Money  borrowed  for  vi&ualling  the  King’s  Troops 
u  in  Virginia,  •,  and  that  Ifaac  Norris ,  Evan  Morgan , 
“  jkofeph  Fox j  and  Benjamin  Franklin ,  Members  of 
a  this  Houle,  and  Rees  Meredith ,  John  Mifflin,  and 
“  Samuel  Smith,  Gentlemen,  be  a  Committee  to  lay 
“  out  the  remaining  £.10,000  in  purchafing 
and  tranlporting  Provi lions,  now  requelted  by 
the  Government  of  the  Mafflachufets  Bay,  to  vic- 
tual  the  Forces  about  to  March  for  fecuring  his 
“  Majefty’s  Territories.” 

Upon  Notice  of  this  Grant,  Mr.  Quincy  immedi¬ 
ately  waited  on  the  Houfe,  and  exprefled  his  Satis¬ 
faction  and  Gratitude  in  the  following  Manner. 

Mr.  Speaker, 

Sir, 

44  The  Sum  which  this  honorable  Amenably  hath 

P  granted 

*  Votes  April,  17$$, 
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granted  to  his  Majefty’s  Ufe,  and  appropriated  for 
“  victualling  the  Troops  intended  to  be  marched 
for  fecuring  his  Majefty’s  Territories,  is  an  In- 
«  ftance  of  your  Concern  and  Zeal  for  the  Public 
Cc  Safety,  which  I  doubt  not  will  be  highly  ac- 
«  ceptable  to  his  Majefty.  And  as  it  was  made  in 
“  Confequence  of  my  Application  to  you,  I  beg 
«  leave  to  return  you  my  grateful  Senfe  andAcknow- 
«  ledgment,  and  to  afture  you  in  the  Name  and  on 
“  Behalf  of  the  Government  I  reprefent,  that  it  will 
be  duly  applied  to  the  Purpofes  for  which  it  was 
“  granted.” 

WitAT^a  large  Share  of  Effrontery,  and  what  a  fmall 
one  of  Truth  then,  rauft  the  Author  of  thefe  Pam¬ 
phlets  be  endued  with,  to  Aftert  roundly  as  he  does, 
that  u  Tis  very  plain  the  Affembly  have  no  Mind 
<c  to  give  a  fingle  Shilling  for  the  King’s  Ufe,  unlefs 
w  they  can  thereby  increafe  their  own  Power.”  And, 
“  That  they  are  againft  the  Defence  of  the  Province.” 
All  that  hath  been  laid  above  proves  the  Contrary, 
as  manifeftly  as  there’s  a  Poflibility  for  Fads  to  prove 
it.  It  there  appears,  that  the  Affembly  having  inef- 
fedually  effayed  every  Scheme  of  coming  into  ’the 
Governor’s  own  Terms,  Refolve  at  laft  to  give  all  the 
Monies  they  had  in  their  Difpofal,  to  his  Majefty’s 

Ufe 


Ufe,  and  by  that  very  Ad  yielded  up  the  Point,  their 
Opponents  by  fo  obftinate  a  Refufal  of  the  Supply 
Bills,  had  endeavoured  to  effed,  viz.  The  Reduc¬ 
tion  of  thofe  Funds  which  the  AfTembly  had  in  their 
Difpofal  *,  that,  for  the  Future,  they  might  engrofs 
the  Difpofition  thereof  themfelves,  and  fo  deprive 
the  People  of  the  Means  of  Remonftrating  againff 
their  Arbitrary  and  oppreflive  Condud.  This  hath 
appeared  in  Part  from  what  I  have  already  faid,  and  * 
what  I  (hall  hereafter  fay  will  put  it  beyond  Difputc. 

The  Governor’s  next  MefTage  gave  great  Aftoniih- 
mentj  he  feems  therein  ftrangely  out  of  Humour 
with  the  A  (Terribly  for  granting  thofe  Supplies ;  and 
much  didurbed  that  any  Thing  fhould  be  done  to¬ 
wards  the  Defence  of  America ?  without  his  Appro¬ 
bation  and  Concurrence ;  tho  it  had  jbeen  fo  often 
requeued,  and  fo  often  refufed  by  him.  And  in 
Contradidion  to  the  evident  undeniable  Teftimony 
they  had  a  few  Days  before  given  thereof,  he  even 
Charges  them  with  a  “  want  of  Inclination  to  Pro- 
“  mote  the  public  Service.”  With  the  fame  Juftice, 
and  the  fame  Truth  he  proceeds  to  accule  them  of 
fundry  Tranfadions  which  he  reprefents  as  heinous 
and  unpardonable  Crimes. 


Firfl,  That  they  had  offered  him  a  Bill  of  an 
44  extraordinary  Nature,  as  it  gave  General  Braddoch^ 
44  a  Power  over  no  more  than  ^.yooo,  and  fubjedled 
a  the  remaining  j£. 20000,  and  all  the  Surplus  ol  the 
ct  Excife,  to  the  Dilpolition  of  (one  of  the  Mem- 
41  bers  of  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  Afifembly  for  the 
44  Time  being. 

44  Secondly,  That  to  promote  their  Schemes  of 
44  future  Independency,  they  are  grafping  at  the  Dif- 
44  pofition  of  all  public  Money,  and  at  the  Power 
44  of  filling  all  the  Offices  of  Government,  efpecially 
44  thofe  of  the  Revenue.” 

c*  Thirdly.  That  by  a  Vote  of  the  Houfe, .  and 
44  without  the  Cotifent  of  the  Government,  they  had 

empowered  a  Committee  of  their  Members,  to 
44  borrow  Money  on  the  Credit  of  the  Aflembly, 
44  and  to  difpofe  of  the  fame  to  certain  U(ej  in  that 
44  Vote  mentioned.”  And 

<4  Fourthly.  That  they  had  by  Votes  and 
44  Refolves  of  the  Houle,  created  Bills  or  Notes  of 
44  Credit,  made  payable  to  the  Bearer  thereof  to  the 
44  Amount  of  ^.15000,  without  the  Approbation  of 
44  the  Government.” 


Odious 
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Odious  and  bold  as  rhcfe  Charges  are,  they  are  all 
fully  refuted  by  the  Aflfembly’s  Meflage  of  the  17th 
of  May  ;  of  which  1  fhall  here  prefcnt  the  Reader 
with  a  Kind  of  Abiidgment ;  tho’  for  his  further  Con- 
vidfion  1  would  refer  him  to  the  MdTage  itfeLf. 

-  r 

Thf.  firft  Charge  then,  is  a  grofs  niifreprefenration 
of  the  Bill,  as  appears  from  the  preceding  Refolves 
of  the  Houfe,  in  Conformity  to  which  it  was  framed. 
It  was  exa&ly  fimilat'  to  the  Bill  pafTed  by  Governor 
Thomas,  fhortly  after  he  received  the  Royal  Ihlfruc- 
tion,  and  which  was  confirmed  by  the  King  and  Council. 
In  this  indeed,  it  wTas  “  Extraordinary”  that  it  gave  the 
larged:  Sum  to  the  King’s  Ufe  that  had  been  offered,  tho' 
they  had  granted  £.15000,  a  f£W  Days  before  ; 
and  alfo,  that  it  funk  £.25  oooin  the  fame  Time  that 
was  allowed  for  finking £.5000,  in  the  late  War. 
The  Charge  “  that  it  gave  General  BraddocI^  Power 
u  o>er  no  more  than  £.  5000,  and  that  it  fubjedfed  the 
u  remaining  £.20000  to  the  Difpofition  of  fame  of 
“  the  Members  of  the  Houfe,”  had  in  it  an  equal 
Degree  of  Calumny  and  Falfhood.  For  by  the 
very  Bill  it  appears,  that  £  5000  were  appropriated 
to  the  Payment  of  Provifions  which  had  been  bought 
bv  the  General’s  Orders;  £.5 000 more  were  fubjected 
ro  his  Orders  ;  £.10,000  for  purchafing  Provifions 

for 
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for  the  New- England  Forces  \  and  the  Refiduary 
£.5000  for  the  Payment  of  Expreflfes,  clearing  of 
Roads,  Subfiftence  ©f  Indians  who  fhould  take  Re¬ 
fuge  within  this  Province,  and  other  contingent  Ex- 
pences  for  the  King’s  Service.  Hence  it  appears  that 
£.zoooo  thereof  were  atftually  appropriated  to  the  Ufe 
of  the  Troops  under  the  General’s  Command,  and 
the  Refidue  for  the  King’s  Service.  All  then  that  re¬ 
mained  for  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  was,  the  ge¬ 
nerous  Office  of  laying  it  out,  without  Commiffion 
or  Reward.  "What  unfavorable  Ideas  therefor? 
rauft  the  Reader  have  of  that  Man’s  Veracity  and  Ho-  4 
por,  who  was  capable  of  falfifying  and  mifrepre- 
fenting  Fa£ts,  and  calumniating  one  of  the  Branches 
of  the  Legiflature,  with  fo  little  Scruple  1 

The  fecond  Charge  is  as  invidious  as  groundlefs. 
The  Alfembly,  as  before  is  faid,  have  a  Right  to  difpofc 
©f  the  Money  arifing  from  the  Loan-Office  and  Excife»  * 
by  Vi  rtueof  Laws  approved  of  by  the  King  and  Coun¬ 
cil  •,  and  to  fay  that  they  graft)  at  what  they  already 
enjoy,  is  a  glaring  Abfurdity.  They  never  attempted 
to  fill  any  Office  but  what  they  were  empowered  to 
do  by  an  exprefs  Law,  approved  of  by  the  Crown. 

If  claiming  a  Right  which  the  Afiemblies  of  this  Pro¬ 
vince  have  ever  enjoyed,  to  difpofe  of  Money  raifed 


out 
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out  of  the  People’s  Eftates,  independent  of  the  Pro- 
ptietarics  or  their  Deputies  *,  of  appointing  Officers 
to  colled  thole  Monies  and  take  Care  of  them  when 
collected  ;  if  infitting  on  the  right  of  granting  Sup¬ 
plies  to  the  Crown,  and  of  limiting  luch  Grants  as 
to  the  Manner,  Matter,  Meafure,  and  Time,  as  an 
cfTential  Part  of  their  Conftitution  :  If  to  reftrain  the 
Governor  from  invading  the  priviledges  of  theHoufe, 
in  having  their  Money-Bills  palled  without  Amend¬ 
ments  •,  if  thefe  Things  deferve  the  Names,  <c  of 
promoting  a  Scheme  of  future  Independency, 
«  and  of  grafping  at  the  Difpofition  of  all  Public 
“  Money,  and  a  Power  of  filling  all  Offices  of  Go- 
“  vernment,”  then,  indeed,  thefe  Accufationsagainii 
the  Aflembly  are  juft.  On  the  contrary  ;  if  it  appears 
that  thefe  are  extravagant,  illegal,  and  unconftitu- 
tional  Claims  on  the  Part  of  the  Governor,  every 
Perfon  who  has  the  leaft  Notion  of  Equity,  muft  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  Affiembly’s  Condud  in  infilling  on  their 
Right,  eftablifhed  by  Laws  confirmed  by  the  Crown, 
to  appropriate  and  difpofe  of  thofe  Funds,  to  which 
the  Proprietaries  and  their  Deputies  have  ever  been 
exempted  from  contributing  ;  efpecially  when  it  is 
conlidered,  that  fuch  was  the  Jufticeof  the  Houfe,  as 
not  to  hefitate  a  Moment  to  allow  the  Governor  a  Ne¬ 
gative 

-  i  4.  ■  — »  ® 
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gative  on  the  £.60,000  granted  to}  his  Majefty’sTTfe, 
to  which  the  Proprietaries  had  contributed  a  twelfth 
Part  only. 

A  little  Explanation  will  quite  invalidate  the  3d, 
and  4th  Charges.  1  have  before  mentioned,  that 
the  Right  to  dilpofe  of  the  Intereft- Money  and  Ex- 
cife  was  veiled  in  the  AlTembly.  This  Money 
when  collected  was  depollted  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Trcafurer  and  Truftees  of  the  Loan  Office; 
where  it  remained  fnbjeifl  to  the  Orders  of 
the  Houfe,  whenever  the  incidental  Charges  of  Go¬ 
vernment  required.  The  Arrears  of  the  Excile  and 
Intereft  of  the  Loan  Office,  that  rvere  now  due,  could 

*  i  ’ 

not  be  fuddeniy  collected  without  ruining  the  Defaul¬ 
ters.  Of  this  the  Governor  was  informed,  when  he 
computed  the  Sum  thefe  Monies  would  amount  to, 
and  urged  the  AlTembly  to  grant  Supplies  out  of  them. 
However  upon  the  Credit  of  this  Fund,  the  AlTembly, 
when  they  found  all  their  offers  of  Money  in  Com¬ 
pliance  with  the  Royal  Orders  had  been  rejetfled, 
voted  £..5000  to  purchafe  Provifions  for  the  Foices 
under  General  Braddock,  which  were  immediately 
bought  and  lent  to  Virginia.  And  alfo  gave  £.  10,000 
more  for  fupplying  the  A 7erv-England  Forces  ;  ap¬ 
pointed  a  Committee  to  lay  it  out,  and  gave  them 

Power 
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Power  to  draw  Orders, -.as  ufual,  on  the  Treasury  and 
Truftecs,  with  this  Difference  only,  that  as  former  Or- 
ders  were  payable  on  Sight,  and  bore  no  Intereft,  thefc 
were  payable  in  a.  Year  with  Intereft,  it  being  impof- 
fible  to  collet  the  Money  with  Cpnveniency  to  the 
People  in  left  Time.  IJponrhe  Matter  thus  impartially 
explained,  it  is  obfervable,  . sFirJ ?,  that  the  Aftymhly 
having  the  foie  Dj/pofttion  of  this  Money,  by  Laws 
finally  confirm r>e a  by  the  Royal  Approbation,  had  an  un¬ 
doubted  Right  tp  draw  Orders  on  the  Trealurer  and 
*  •  . 

Truftees,  in  any  Manner,  and  payable' at  any  Time,  and 
of  granting-  it  to  his  Majefty’s  Ufe,  whenever  they 
thought  proper,  without  the  Governor’s  Approbation. 
And  therefore  his  Cenfure  was  as  unjuft,  as  his  Claim 
was  illegal  and  arbitrary.  Secondly.  That  the  Gover¬ 
nor,  on  his  arrival,  when  the  Aftembly,  under  the 
Powers  thefe  Laws  gave  them,  prefented  him  with  an 
Order  drawn  on  the  Treafury  for  £.500,  payable  to  him 
on  Sight  our  of  thefe  very  Funds,  was  fo  far  from 
difputing  their  Power,  that  he  thankfully  received 
it.  But  as  foon  as  the  Aftembly  had  given 
1  y 000  in  the  fame  Manner  and  from  the  fame 
Fountain,  to  the  King’s  Ufe,  he  controverts  their 
Authority  *,  and  indeed,  upon  a  general  Survey 
of  his  Condudfc,  it  appears  too  evident  that  his  Defign 
was  .  to  oppofe  the  Public  Service  in  every  Way  he  could 
'  *  O  think 
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think  of.  And  Thirdly .  That  if  our  Proprietaries 
and  Governor  have  fp  little  Regard  to  Juftice,  and  the 
Laws  of  this  Government  approved  of  by  his  Majefty 
ip  Council,  at  prefent,  while  we  have  fome  Remains 
of  L'berty  left,  what  may  not  the  unfortunate  People 
of  this  Proyincd  dread,  if  ever  Proprietary  Inftraftions 
Ihould  become  a  Part  of  their  Conftiturion,  and  the 
Difpofition  of  the  Funds  railed  on  the  People  only, 
together  with  the. Power  of  directing  them,  bewrefted 
out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Aflembly  ?  Then  would .  the 
Schemes  of  this  Writer  and  his  Party  be  fully  accom- 
plifhed ;  all  further  Settlement  of  this  Colony  would 
be  obftrafted  •,  it  would  be  impoverifhed,  oppreffed, 
and  finally  depopulated. 

But  how  (hall  we  reconcile  the  pathetic  Calls,  and 
loud  Demands  of  the  Governor  for  Supplies  for  his 
Majefty ’s  Service,  with  this  Extraordinary  Part  of  his 
Conduft?  In  his  MefTage December  24th,  1754*  he 
points  out  thefe  very  Fund  ,  to  the  Houfe,  and  infills 
that  they  grant  the  Supplies  requefted,  out  of-  them. 
When  thev  had  complied  with  this  Requeft  in  the  only 
Way  poffible,  he  changes  at  once,  and  charges  the 
very  Aft:  he  had  before  recommended  to  them,  as  high¬ 
ly  criminal.  Does  a  .Conduft  like  this,  fo  irritating 
and  contradictory*  indicate  any  Inclination  to  obey  his 

Majefty’s 
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Majefly’s  Orders*  or  befpeak  a  Defire  to  promote  the 
general  Defence  of  America ,  *  or  that  o^  h:s  own 
particular  Province  5r  Can  fuch  trifling  Pretences,  fuch  fri¬ 
volous  Rcafons,  juftifie  his  Oppofirion  to  the  Money  Bills, 
and  Supplies  granted  to  his  Majefty?  Can  they  recom¬ 
mend  him  to  his  Maje  fly’s  gracious  Favour  r  Or  do  they 
not  plainly  evince  that  his  Majefty’s  Service  was  the  lead 
of  his  Concern  ’  That  he  was  determined  ro  oppore  it 
in  all  Shapes ,  unlefs  he  could  render  it  fubfetvient  and 

inftrumental,  t©  effectuate  the  Schemes  of  Power  his 

, 

Mailers  have  in  View  ?  And  “  that  he  would  not”  (as 
he  once  folemnly  declared  when  the  Frontiers  were 
bleeding,  and  Multitudes  flocking  down  to  him  for 
Protedion)  u  recede  one  Tittle  from  his  .  Proprie- 
u  tary  Indrudions,  were  it  to  fave  Forty  fuch  Provin- 
“  ces  as  this  from  impending  Dedrudion.” 

I  Iaving  thus  refuted  fuch  a  Number  of  unjuft  Char¬ 
ges  contained  in  chefe  Pamphlets  and  the  Governor’s 
Mellagcs,  I  chink,  I  may  with  Safety,  appeal  to  the 
Reader,  whether  there  was  the  lead  Rearon,  from  the 
general  Tenor  of  his  Behaviour,  to  doubt  he  Truth  of 
his  unparallel’d  Declaration  >  Fur  when  we  who  have 
been  the  unfortunate  WitnefTes  of  his  Condud,  and 
■felt  the  Melancholy  and  Didreding  Effeds  thereof,  con¬ 
sider  chc  indefatigable  Pains  he  has  taken  in  his  Me(- 

CL  i 
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fages  (which  he  lias  from  Time  to  Time  tranftnitted 
to  England)  to  difguife  the  true  Situation  of  this 
Province  arid  its  Laws,  and  to  transform  the  beft 
Adfions  of  the  Afiemblv  into  Crimes the  many  Let- . 
ters  he  hath  wrote  to  the  Mmiftry,  to  render  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  odious  to  his  Majefty,  and  to  alienate  his  Af- 
Ledtions  from  a  People  who  efteem  it  the  mod  valu¬ 
able  Blefimg  in  Life  ;  and  to  incenfe  the  Britijh  Nation 
againftthem  j  we  cannot  (as  the  Aftembly  told  him) 
look  on  him  as  a  Friend  to  the  Conftitution,  or  as  a 
Perton  proper  to  be  entfufted  with  the  Dilpofition  and 
Appropriation  of  Public  Funds,  or  of  any  other  Privi¬ 
lege  the  People  enjoy. 

The  Affemblv  being  again  fummoned  on  the  13th 
of  June,  the  Governor  called  upon  them  to  fup- 
ply  General  Bradd&ck^with.  Cannon,  Provifions,  and 
Stores  to  Garrifon  the  Forts  on  the  Ohio ,  in  Cafe  he 
Lhould  prove  fuccefsful,  and  told'them  in  the  moft  pa¬ 
thetic  Terms,  as  if  he  really  had  intended  to  concur  in 
palTing  reafonable  Bills  for  the  Purpofe,  “  that  the 
“  great  Expence  the  Nation  was  at  on  that  Occafion 
<f  would  be  thrown  away,  his  Majefty’s  Intentions  ren- 
<c  dered  abortive,  and  his  Arms  difhonoured,  if  the 
ic  Countries  the  Generals  fhould  recover  are  loft  thro’ 
<c  the  negledl  of  the  Colonies.”  TheHoufe  having 

exhaufted 
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exhausted  their  Treafury  by  the  late  Gift  of  £.15  000, 
had  now  no  Funds  left  in  their  Power,  but  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  offer  the  Governor  a  Bill,  to  which  he  could 
have  no  juft  Objection.  They  therefore  framed  one, 
rhe  exact  Copy  of  the  Law  palled  by  Governor  Thomas 
for  giving  £.5  000  to  the  King’s  Ufe,  intheYear  1746, 
Ihortly  after  he  had  received  the  Royal  Inftrudion  Co 
often  mentioned  before  •,  which  Law  had  been  con- 
firmed  by  the  King  in  Council  Ollober  28th,  1748* 
This  Ad  of  the  Royal  Confirmation  was  ever  disbeliev’d 
and  denied  by  the  Governor  •,  and  the  Alfembly,  tho* 
they  wanted  no  Proof  to  fatisfy  tbemfelves  thereof, 
having  feen  the  Original,  yet,  it  being  miflaid,  could 
not  convince  the  Governor  of  what  they  had  Co  often 
afterted.  But  it  being  now  found  by  Accident,  they 
fentitup,  with  no  fmall  Degree  of  Pleafure,  not  doubt¬ 
ing  but  he  would  think  himlelf  juftifiable  in  palling  the 
Bill,  when  he  was  convinced  that  a  Law,  litterally  the 
fame,  had  been  palled  by  his  Predeceftor  without  Cen- 
fure,  and  had  received  the  Royal  Allen  t,  and  that  the 
Difpute  refpeding  the  Royal  Inftrudion  had  been  de¬ 
termined  by  a  Decifion  of  the  higheft  Authority.  But 
regardlefs  of  the  Public  Good,  unmoved  at  the  Dif- 
trefs  he  could  lo  well  defcribe,  deftitute  of  the  lead 
Refpcd  for  his  Majefty’s  Orders,  and  folely  attentive 
to  bis  Proprietary' lnftruttionsy  inftead  of  alien  ting  to 


[  «4>  i 

the  Bill  without  Amendments,  he  alter’d  it  fo  as  to 
make  it  agreeable  to  his  Proprietary  Orders,  but  di- 
redly  inconfiftent  with  what  his  Majefty  had  before 
approved  of,  as  well  as  with  the  liberties  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple  }  and  to  thefe  Amendments  he  pertinacioufly  ad¬ 
her’d.  Thus  again  were  the  good  Defigns  of  the 
People  unhappily  and  iniquitoufly  fruflrated. 

A  most  melancholy  Scene  now  enfued.  An  Exprefs 
arrived  with  intelligence  of  General  Braddockjs  Defeat 
and  Death  *,  the  Slaughter  of  his  Army  the  Lofs  of 
many  of  his  beft  Officers,  together  with  his  fine  Train 
of  Artillery)  and  to  compleat  the  whole,  of  Colonel 
Dunbars  precipitate  Retreat  with  the  Remainder  of  his 
Men  from  the  Frontiers,  and  the  dreadful  Expedition 
of  a  Savage  mercilefs  Enemy  to  commit  their  horrid 
Butcheries  on  the  poor  Inhabitants.  The  Governor 
once  more  folicited  the  Affembly  in  his  ufual  Ipectous 
Manner,  to  concert  fome  Meafures  to  defend  the 
Country,  which  might  not  revive  the  old  Difputes,  but 
to  join  heartily  with  the  neighbouring  Provinces  for 
wur  Common  Safety^ 

The  Affiembly  truly  fenfible  of  the  Danger  to  which 
the  Country  lay  expofed,  and  deeply  affc&ed.  with  the 
Calamities  impending  over  the  People)  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  wave  their  Privileges  for  the  prefent,  and  to 

take 
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r  ike  a  different  Method  in  railing  a  Sum  of  Money 

* 

for  our  Defence  ;  a  Method  fo  equitable  in  its  Na¬ 
ture  that  they  could  not  even  fufpeft  it  would  meet 
with  the  leaft  Oppolition  from  the  Governor.  They 
immediately  refolved  to  grant  £,  $ 0,000  to  the  King’s 
Ufe,  to  be  raifed  by  a  Tax  of  Twelve  Pence  in  the 
Pound,  and  Twenty  Shillings  per  Head,  for  two  Years 

on  all  Eftutes  Real  and  Perional,  and  all  Taxables 

f 

within  this  Province.  And  accordingly,  prepared  a 
Bill  with  great  Expedition,  and  fent  it  up  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor  for  his  Approbation  j  attended  with  a  Mellage, 
exprefling  their  juft  Senfe  of  oqr  melancholy  Situa¬ 
tion,  their  Readincls  to  exert  themfelves  farther  in  the 
Service  of  their  Country,  and  that  they  would  be 
neither  parftmonious  in  their  Supplies,  nor  tenacious 
of  their  old  Difputes.  But  the  Governor  not  yet  fa¬ 
tigued  with  Conrroverfy,  and  unmov’d  at  the  dark 
and  threatning  Cloud  that  hung  over  the  Province, 
in  which  he  had  no  Intereft,  among  many  other  A- 
mendments  in  the  Bill,  of  a  more  trifling  Nature, 
infilled  on  a  total  Exemption  of  the  Proprietaries  large 
and  exorbitant  Eftate  which,  upon  a  due  Colle&ion 
of  his  Quit-Rents,  Ground-Rents,  Rents  of  his  Ma¬ 
nors  and  other  appropriated  and  fettled  Lands,  would 
amount  to  £*.30,000  per  Annum.  And  having,  pre¬ 
vious  to  this,  underftood  that  the  Proprietary  Eftare 

was 
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Was  co  be  Taxed  in  common  with  others,  that  he 

might  have  Tome  Pretence  for  fo  unreafonable  an  A- 

mendment  he  offered  a  Quantity  of  Lands  Weft  of 

the  Alleghany  Mountains,  then  in  the  attual  Pof - 

fejfion  of  the  Enemy ,  as  an  additional  Encouragement 

for  fuch  Perfons  as  fhould  engage  in  an  Expedition, 

from  this  and  the  neighbouring  Provinces,  to  remove 

the  French  from  the  Ohio .  Had  not  this  Offer  been 

a  mere  Fincfte,  why  was  it  not  made  before,  when 
£  '  '  ^  , 

Men  were  fo  much  wanted  to  fill  up  the  Levies  under 

' 

General  Braddock,  or  to  aflift  Col.  Wafhixgton  before 
his  Defeat,  or  at  other  Times  of  equal  Neceftity  J  The 
Reafons  are  given  by  our  fagacious  Author  in  his  Se^ 
quel.  And  they  are  thefe,  Firjl .  Thatthe  Governor, 
«  when  the  Expedition  was  carry  ing  on  by  che  Crown, 
u  under  General  Braetdoci ^  could  not  think  it  either 
feafonable  or  neceflary.”  How!  not  feafonableto 
encourage  an  Expedition  prolecuted  by  the  Crown, 
at  this  Time,  tho’  in  his  Meifagc  of  the  19th  of 
June,  he  had  declared,  that  Men  were  not  only  ne- 

ceftary,  u  toferve  asEfcotts,  but  to  join  the  General, 
“  if  the  Number  brought  againft  him  ihould  make 
**  fuch  a  Reinforcement  necejfary  ?”  This  Contra¬ 
diction  between  our  Governor  and  his  Vindicator, 
is  reconcileable  by  one  of  thefetwo  Conclufions  only, 
ticher  that  the  Intimacy  betwixt  them  was  fuch  that 

>  his 
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his  Vindicator  knew  the  Governors  Thoughts  better 
than  he  himfelfdid,  or  tliat  the  Governor  Spoke  one 
Thing  to  the  Afiemblyi;  and  another  to  him.  Nor 

was  it  reasonable  to  expert  that  the  Governor  could 

!  :  .  .  .  .  1  .  ’  •  > 

think  it  neceSTary,  becaufe  he  hoped  that  the  Bu- 
“  SineSs,  viz.  the  Preservation  of  the  Proprietaries 
“  enormous  Efiate ,  “  would  be  accomplished  by  his 
“  MajeSty’s  Troops,  at  the  Expence  of  the  Sri- - 
tif>  Nation.’’  And  Secondly.  Becaufe  it  was  expeded 
that  the  AfTembiy  would  be  fomuchdifmayed,  fhould 
the  General  prove  unfucccfsful,  as  to  Surrender  even 
their  own  and  Constituents  Liberties  and  Proper¬ 
ties,  by  railing  Funds  to  proted  the  Proprietary 
Eftates,  agreeable  to  their  own  Instructions,  without 
their  Contribution.  But  being  disappointed  in  thefe 
Expeditions,  he  ventured  to  offer  it  ;  becaufe,  f“  if 
*<  the  Affembly  refufed  to  co-operate  with  the  Crown, 
«•  and  raife  the  Men  demanded  of  them,  as  being 
*i  contrary  to  their  Principles,  the  Governor  was  cer- 
ti  tajn  that  they  would  never  concur  With  the  Proprie- 
«  toriss  in  any  Scheme  of  the  like  Nature.”  And 
therefore,  altho’  he  had  no  kind  of.  Authority  from 
the  Proprietaries,  to  make  Sucu  a  Propofal,  as  I  Shall 
immediately  evince,  yet  lie  thought  he  might  fafely 

R  do 


\ 


t  B.  S, 


[  128  ] 

do  it,  in  Order  to  rajfe  a  Clamour  again#  the  Aflem- 
bly,  for  attempting  to  Tax  the  Ellates  of  Perfons  who  had 
offered  fo  generously. 

This  offer  being  made,  and  in  dandy  publifhed  in 
the  weekly  Gazette,  the  Governor,  in  his  Meffage  of 
the  6th  of  Augufty  aflign’d  his  Reafons  for  fo  juft 
and  equitable  an  Exemption  of  the  Proprietary  Eftate 
from  the  general  Tax.  The  fir#  was  founded  on  a. 
Provifo  in  his  Commidion,  u  that  nothing  therein 
<f  contained  (hall  extend,  or  be  conftrued,  to  give  him 
“  PoWer  to  do,  or  con  fen  t  to  any  Ad,  whereby,  theE- 
u  ftate  or  Property  of  the  Proprietaries  may  be  or 
“  incumbered That  this  Provifo  was  <c  not  only 
M  a  Prohibition  to  him,  but  any  Law  he  might  pals 
“  contrary  thereto,  he  imagined  would  fte  void  in 
u  itfelf.”  Any  Pcrfon  even  of  common  Capacity, 
cannot  be  at  a  Lofs  to  know  the  Import  of  the 
Words,  hurt  or  incumbered.  They  could  only  be 
intended  to  prevent  the  Governor  (who  had  a  Power 
of  felling  and  granting  the  Proprietary  Lands  oncer_ 
tain  Conditions)  from  mortgaging,  differing  Judg-  • 
ments  again#,  or  impofing  any  other  fuch  like  In- 
cumbrances  upon  their  Eftates.  For  it  cannot  with 
any  Propriety  be  called  an  Injury  to,  oiTncumbrance 
on  any  Effate,  to  give  a  Part,  and  even  that  a  fmall 

t 
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one,  ro  fave  the  whole  from  the  Encroachments  of  a 
ravaging  Enemy.  Nor  could  the  Proprietaries  with- 
Out  extreme  Abfurdity,  entertain  anyfuch  Idea  of  the 
Words,  when  they  granted  the  Commiflion. 

f  >  \  ;  V,  .  ,  ;,T  ^  . 

Upon  comparing  this  frivolous  Reafon  of  the  Go¬ 
vernors  with  his  late  offer  of  Lands,  the  Affembly 
weie  much  furprized  j  as  they  could  not  conceive, 
how  he  was  able  to  conftrue  thofe  Words,  into  a  Pro¬ 
hibition  from  confenting  to  a  Bill,  which  only  im- 
pofed  an  equitable  Tax  on  the  Proprietaries  Eftate, 
for  its  immediate  Defence,  and  yet  leaving  him  at 
Liberty  to  give  away  fix  or  feven  Hundred  Thou- 
fand  Acres  of  it.  They  infpe&ed  his  Commiflion, 
but  fo  far  were  they  from  finding  any  Authority  there 
for  this  Grant,  that  they  met  with  an.exprefs  Prohi¬ 
bition  to  the  Contrary  j  viz..  “  Not  to  Set,  Let,  Leafc 
“  our.  Grant,  Demifc,  or  Difpofe  of  any  Lands 
44  Tenements,  &c,  or  to  intermeddle  or  concern  him- 
“  felf  therewith,  or  any  Part  of  the  Property  thereof.” 
Is  it  not  ftrange,  that  the  Governor,  notwichftanding 
fo  exprefs  and  full  a  Prohibition*  fhould  think  him- 
felf  more  at  Liberty,  to  grant  fuch  a  Quantity  of  the 
Proprietary  Eftate,  than  to  confent  to  a  Tax  on  it  i 

R  z  If 
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If  he  thought  the  Proprietaries  would  approve  t  in 
the  former  Cafe,  why  not  in  the  latter  ?  If  the  granp 
of  Land  contrary  to  this  Prohibition  would  be  valid* 
why  not  the  Law  palled  for  laying  the  Tax  ?  An^ 
how  a  Tax  on  Part  of  an  Eftate  can  be  faid  to  en¬ 
cumber  it,  more  than  giving  {lx  or  feven  Hundred 

Thoufand  Acres  of  it  away,  ieemed  to  them  very 

;  ;  .  •  ■  •  ■  * .  T  ‘  • '  * 

ftrange  and  unaccountable. 

This  Argument  of  the  Governor,  founded  on  his 
CommifTion,  being  fo  fully  expofed,  he  weakly  takes 
Refuge  under  his  Commiffion  of  Property  ■>  and  re¬ 
plies  in  the  following  felf-fufHcient  and  remarkable 
Manner.  “  It  is  fomething  very  extraordinary,  that 
“  the  Reprefentative  Body  of  PennJylvAnia  fhould 
u  know  fo  little  of  the  Affairs  of  this  Province,  as. 
^  never  to  have  been  informed,  that  the  Governor, 
*c  grants  the  Proprietary  Lands,  under  a  certain  Power. 
Ci  of  Attorney,  regularly  proved  and  recorded,  called 
“  a  Commiflion  of  Property.”.  It  h.ad  been  happy 
for  the  Governor  had  he  been  as  well  acquainted 
with  the  Contents  of  that  “  certain  Power  of  At- 
*c  torney"  as  the  Alfembly  were.  None  will  deny  that 
it  was  his  Duty  fo  to.be*  Had  he,  he  never  would 

have 
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have  rendered  himfelf  fo  abfurdly  ridiculous,  $s 
have  founded-his  Authority.for  making  this  offer,  ot) 
to  defe&ive  a  Power.  He  muff  have  forgot  the  Con- 
tents  of  this  Commiflion  ;  or,  indeed,  common 

•V  i  ’’.  I  *  •  < 

Charity  would  rather  induce  me  to  conclude  he  had 
never  read  it  at  all.  For  certainly  had  he  read  it,  as 
he  well  knew  it  was  recorded,  apd  might  be  procured 
by  rhe  Aflembly,  whatever  Influence  Candor  might 
have  had  upon  him,  yet  even  common  Senfe,  and  a 
Regard  for  his  own  Reputation  would  have  forbad' 
him,  to  mention  this  Commiflion  as  his  Authority. 
For  upon  infpe&ing  it,  we  find  a  mor*  clear  and  ex- 
prefs  Prohibition,  ifpoffible,  than  was  contained  in 
his  Commiflion  as  Governor.  The  Words  are,  “and 
“  alfo  by  Warrants  to  be  iflbed  as  aforefaid,  to  grant 

“  to  any  Pcrfon  or  Perfons,  who  (hall  apply  for  the 

•  ■  .  .  ■ 

*  fame,  and  to  their  Heirs  and  Afligns  for  ever,  any 

“  vacant  Lands,  within  the  faid  Province,  and  Coun- 

‘  ties,  or  any  of  them,  upon,  by,  or  under  the  fame 

*'  Terms,  Methods,  Rents,  and  Refervations  as  have 

u  of  late  been  ufed  or  praftifed,  in  the  faid  Office, 

<{  but  for  no  left  Pricey  Condition ,  Renty  or  Referva- 

tion  in  any  Wife.  Thac  is  for  jf.15.  10/. 
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“  per  100  Acres  Purchafc  Money,  and  4 /.  id.  Sterling. 
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\\  Quit-Rents.”  This  Prohibition  being  fo  very  plain, 

the 
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the  Aflembly  in  their  Meflage‘  of  the  14th  of  Angufi, 
tsked  the  Governor  with  great  juftnefl  of  Argument, 
“  How  i'.e  could  think  that  Lands  could  be  granted 
et  away,  without  any  Purchafe  Money,  and  free  of 
<c  Quit-Rents,  for  1 5  Years,  under  the  Powers  of  a 
u  Commiflion,  which  exprefly  :  forbids  the  granting 

*  of  any.  under  lefs  Price ,  Condition,  R$nt,  or  Refer - 
<c  v  lit  ion  rvharfaever,  than  has  of  late  been  ufed  and 

*  pracfliffd  in  the  Land-Office  ?  How  he  could  think 
£C  of  re  "erring  the  Aflembly.  to  flnfh  a  Commiflion, 

*  for  his  Power  to  make  fiich  a  Grant,  when  it  was 
tc  not  there?  How  he  could  flight  his  Reputation  fo 
“  much,  as  to  hazard  fiich  an  Impofition  on  the  Aflem- 
cc  bly  and  the  whole  Province  ?  One  Co  eaflly  de- 

w  tedted ?”  *<  ;  • 

»  ...  /.  ‘ 
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Upon  the  Matter  thus  fairly  .flared,  from  the  Met 
fages  of  the  two  Branches  of  the  Legiflarure,  relpec. 
ring  this  offer  of  Part  of*' the  Proprietary"  Lands,  1 
appeal  to  every  impartial  Perffin,  whether  the  Aflembly 
deviated  from  Truth,  where  (as  the  Author  of  the’ 
Pamphlets  has  it)  they  tell  the  Governor  “  that  it 
was  a  mean  Illuhon  and  Impofture.  “  that  he  had  no 
ct  Authority  to  make  fuch  an  offer,  and  that  it  was  in- 
«  tended  firft  to  impofe  on  the  Aflembly,  and  then  on 
4<  the  People  •,  and  likewife  to  figure  with  at  Home  in 
44  the  Eyes  of  the  Miniflry.’‘  Ths 
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The  find  Reafon  affigned  by  the  Governor  and  the 
Writer  in  Queftion,  in  Support  of’an  Exemption  of 
this  exorbitant  Edate,  is  another  Demondration,  of  the 
large  Strides  which  the  Proprietaries  are  making,  towards 
a  Conversion  of  the  Prefent  Frame  of  Government* 
which  refembles  the  Enghfh  Condition  nea;er  than 
any  other  Proprietary  Colony,  into  me  e  Ty  ranny.  They 
contend,  “  that  all  Governors  whether  hereditary  or 
“  otlierwifc,  are,  from  the  Nature  of  their  Offices, 

“  exemPr  from  the  Payment  of  T axes.”  But  h  ow  weak 
and  abfurd  mud  this  Reafon  appear,  when  it  is  consi¬ 
dered  that  die  Affembly  did  not  Tax  the  Proprietaries 
as  Governors,  but  as  Fellow  Subje&s,  Landholders,  and 
Poffeflbrsof  Edates  in  the  Province.  Edates  that  would 
receive  more  immediate  Benefit  from  t'  e  Tax,  than  any 
other  in  the  Colony,  for  Part  of  it  was  at  that  very’ 
Time  fn  the  a&ual  Poffiffion  of  the  Enemy.  That 
the  Proprietaries  did  not  govern  them,  and  that  the 
Province  fupported  a  Lieurenant  to  do  that  Duty  for 
them,-  by  a  large  Revenue  arifing  -from  Licences  and 
other  Fees  and  Perquisites.  But  had  the  Proprietaries 
governed  in  their  proper  Perfons,noShadowof  Reafon 
could  be  offered  to  exempt  them  from  an  equal  Tax,  as 
Landholders,  f or  the.  Prote&ion  and  Security  of  that 
Land.  Is  there  any  Thing, '  in  the  Nature  of  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  our  Governors,  char  can  reafonably  endde  them 
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&  an  Exemption  froth  Taxes,  which  the  King  himfeif 
never  claimed  ’  Does  not  every  Land-Tax  Ad:  of  Par¬ 
liament  which  obliges  the  King’s  Tenants  to  pay  the 
Poundage,  empower  them  to-'  deduct  the  fame  out  of 
-their  Rents’  And  oblige  the  Receivers  of  His  Majefty’s 
Rents,  under  fome  Penalties,  to  allow  of  fuch  Dc- 
du&ions  i  Are  not  the  Palaces  of  St.  James's,  Whitebait, 
Wihdju r~CaJHe,  and  ,  Somerfet-  Htmfe  fubjedred  to  the 
Bind  fax  by  numerous  Ad:s  of  Parliament  ?  How 
then  cou’d  the  Governor  think  himlelf  jtiftifiablc,  in 
claiming,  at  a  Time  of  the  graced  Dillrefi  which  thi 
People  had  ever  experienced,  an  Exemption  from 
faxes  on  Behalf  of  his  Principals,  which  the  King 
'liimfelf  never  pretended  to;  an  Exemption  which  ex¬ 
cluded  their  own  Eftate  from  bearing  Part  of  the 
Burthen  of  defending  it. 

But  this  (as  the  Attembly  informed  the  Governor) 
is  nor  the  firft  Inftance  by  many,  in  which  Proprie¬ 
taries  and  Governors  of  Petty  Colonies  have  affumed 
to  themfelvcs  (jreater  Powers,  Privileges^  Immunities^ 
and  Prerogatives  than  were  claimed  by  their  Roy¬ 
al  Matter. 

f  The  fecond  Reafon  afligned  is  u  that  this  fc 

c<  emptioft 

f  Governor’s  Meflage,  Attguft  G>  i7$?«  ^ 
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u  cmption  arifing  from  the  Nature  of  Government 
is  enforced  by  a  poiitive  Law  in  this  Province,  which 
«  exprelly  declares,  that  the  proper  Eftates  of  the 
«  Proprie  aries  {hall  not  be  liable  to  Rates  or  Taxes.” 
But  a!l  this  is  Deception.  The  Law  hinted  at  is 
inti  tied,  f  a  Law  for  railing  County  Rates  and 
Levies,  and  is  confined  to  the  common  Affairs  and 
Exigencies  of  the  feveral  Counties,  fuch  as  Budding 
Bridges,  clearing  Roads,  eredting  Court-Houfes,  and 
for  Payment  of  Aflembly-men’s  Wages,  and  Rewards 
for  killing  Crows,  &c.y  with  other  Things  for  the 
People’s  immediate  Benefit  j  and  is  far  from  being 
what  the  Governor  reprefetited  it,  a  general  Conftitu- 
tional  Law  of  the  Province,  relating  to  Provincial 
Taxes,  impofed  for  the  Advantage  of  the  Proprie¬ 
taries  as  well  as  People.  This  being  a  particular  Law, 
confined  to  fpecial  Purpofes  therein  mentioned,  by 
which  the  Proprietaries  were  by  no  Means  benefited, 
it  would  have  been  as  unreafoaable  to  have  taxed  their 
Eftate  for  thofe  Purpofes,  as  it  is  to  exempt  it  from 
bearing  a  Part  of  the  Burthen  of  defending  itfelf, 
when  every  other  Britifl}  Subjedt  contributes  thereto. 

■^The  Governor’s  next  Realon  for  refilling  this 
large  Supply  was,  “  that  the  Proprietaries  by  their  Go- 

S  vernor 

*  Geo.  I.  ad. 

T  Governor’s  Menage.  Augnft  6,  17$?. 
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“  vernor  having  contented  to  a  Law -for  veiling  in  the, 
“  People  the  foie  choice  of  Perfons  to  afleft,  and  lay 
<c  Taxes  in  the  feveral  Counties,  without  retervine  to 
“  themfelves  or  their  Governor,  any  Negative  on  fuck 
<c  Choice,  and  this  Concelfion  being  made  with  an 
(C  exprefs  Provifo,  that  the  Proprietary  Eftate  fhould, 
<c  not  be  taxed,  it  will  be  very  unreafonable  toejn- 
"  power  fuch  Perfons  by  Law,  without  their  previous 
“  Content,  to  Tax  their  Eftate  a tDifcretio*”  But  this 
Law  related  only  to  County  Debts  and  the  Duty  of  Com- 
miflioners  and  AffefI firs.  It  could  therefore  be  no  Con¬ 
ceflion  in  the  Proprietary,  to  permit  them  to  be  cho- 
fen  by  the  Peope  only.  Nor  was  their  Eftates  to  be 
taxed  at  the  Difcretion  of  the  Afleflors,  as  the  Go- 
vernor  would  infinuate.  Eut  their  Power  .was  expreffi- 
ly  confined  within  moderate  Bounds  by  the  Law,  and 
they  were  obliged  before  they  could  enter  on  theft 
Duty,  to  take  an  Oath,  or  affirmation,  “  equally  and 
“  impartially  to  affefs  themfelves  and  all  others,  and 
“  to  fpare  no  Perfon  for  Favour  or  Affection,  nor 
«  grieve  any  for  Hatred  or  Ill-Will.”  Hence  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  Proprietaries  had  little  Reafon,  to  fear 
any  Kind  of  Injuftice,  from  an  Afleflment  of  their 
Eftate,  under  this  equal  Law.  But  nothing  left  than  a 
Negative  on  the  Choice  of  the  Afleflors,  would  fttisfy 
them,  tho’  their  Share  might  not  amount  to  one  hun- 
-x  dreth 


ctredth  Parr  of  die  Sum  ro  be  railed.  But  to  leave  the 
Equity  of  the  Matter,  let  us  take  a  View  of  our  Mo¬ 
ther  Conftitution,  and  the  Pra&ice  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  It  is  a  fettled  Point,  that  none  of  the  Lords 

J  ■  j  . 

either  d&,  or  have  a  Right  to  vote  for  Members  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  •,  and  yet  they  continually  fubmit 
their  Eftates  to  be  Taxed  by  that  Houfe,  and  afTefled 
by  the  common  Afleftors,  in  the  choice  of  whom  they 
have  ftp  Voice.  It  appears  from  the  Votes  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  that  the  Lords  have  attempted 
to  obtain  a  Right  of  appointing  Perfons  to  aflefs  their 
own  Eftates,  and  that  filch  Attempt  has  been  reje&ed 
by  the  Commons  as  unconftitutional,  and  as  fiich  given 
up  by  the  Lords.  In  the  Year  1692,  the  Lords 
propofed  an  Amendment  in  a  Money  Bill,  fimilar  to 
that  under  Conflderation,  viz.  that  the  Eftates  of  alt 
the  Peers  fhould  be  rated  by  Thomas  Earl  of  Pembroke 
and  other  Lords  j  but  on  it’s  beim?  returned  to  the 

O 

Commons,  they  refufed  to  admit  of  the  Amendment, 
and  adhered  to  the  Bill.  Whereupon,  a  Conference 
was  requefted  by  the  Commons,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
Lords;  and  upon  the  Debate,  the  Attorney-General 
reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Lords  didnotinfift  on 
the  Provifb.  Thus  it  appears  to  be  a  Fundamental 
Right  of  the  Commons,  to  Tax  all  the  Eftates  in  the 
Realm  by  a  Bill,  the  whole  of  which  the  Lords  muft 

S  2  either 
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either  reject  or  approve  and  that  they  who  contribute 
io  largely  to  the  Public  Funds,  think  their  Eftates  dif¬ 
fidently  feenre,  under  the  AlEflment  of  Perfons  cho- 
fen  by  that  Houfe,  who  have  taken  an  Oath  for  the 
Difcharge  of  their  Duty.  The  Truth  in  fhortis,  our 
Proprietaries  would  have  their  Eftates  protected,  and 
yet  would  unreafonably  be  exempted  from  contributing 
towards  its  Protection  *,  and  thus  the  Defence  thereof 
becomes  an  additional  Weight  to  the  Taxes  of  our 
Mother  Country,  and  the  other  Colonies  in  America . 
However,  notwith  (landing  thefc  Objections  to  the 
Bill  contained  in  them  fo  little  Reafon,  yet  the  Go¬ 
vernor  ventured  to  refufe  this  large  Supply,  and  fent 
down  the  Bill  with  a  Negative  :  Whereupon  the  AC 
fembly  Adjourned. 

During  this  difpure  betwixt  the  two  Branches  of  the 
Legidature,  refpeCting  the  Right  and  Equity  of  Taxing 
the  Proprietary  Eftate,  we  received  Intelligence  from 
the  Back  Parts  of  the  Province,  of  what  we  daily  ex¬ 
pected  and  much  dreaded.  That  a  Party  of  French 
and  Indians  had  made  an  Incurfion  on  lome  of  the 
Settlements  near  the  Sufcjuehannab,  killed  a  Number  of 
the  Inhabitants,  and  taken  others  Pri foners.  That  a 
large  Body  were  moving  towards  the  more  fettled  Parts 
of  the  Province  j  and  that  the  Sharvanese  and  Dela¬ 


ware: 


[  t39  ] 

wares  had  deferred  the  En^lifa  and  engaged  to  aflift 
the  French  againft  us.  And  this  was  done  in  Expec¬ 
tation  of  being  reftored  to  the  Country,  which  they 
contend  had  been  taken  from  them  by  Fraud,  and  with¬ 
out  any  Confideration. 

The  Aflembly,  as  all  feemed  now  at  Stake,  again 
gave  Demonftration  of  their  Love  to  their  Country, 
and  of  their  Defire  to  defend  it.  A  Bill  for  granting 
£.60,000  to  the  King’s  Ufe,  was  pr.  partd  and  palled 
the  Houfe  •,  in  the  Framing  of  this  Bill,  to  avoid  any 
fu  ther  Difpute  with  the  Governor,  they  admitted  all 
th<»  Amendments  he  had  made  in  the  Bill  he  '  ad  lately 
remedied,  five  that  for  to -a  ly  exempting  he  Proprie¬ 
tary  Eftate  *,  and  inserted  a  Claufe  by  which  the  Right 
to  that  Exemption  was  entirely  dibmitted  to  his  Ma~ 
jelly’s  Royal  Determination:  The  Aflembly  could  not 
conceive  that  the  Governor  would  have  the  hardinefs 
to  rejedt  an  offer  fo  equitable,  at  a  Time  when  the  ex¬ 
treme  Diftrefs  of  our  Frontiers  had  made  Supplies  for 
their  Protection  fo  neceflary.  What  had  he  to  feax 
from  it  ?  If  their  Exemption  be  founded  on  one  of  the 
“  juft  Rights  of  Government,”  as  he  infilled,  thole 
“  juft  Rights”  are  well  underftood  by  his  Majefly  and 
Miniftry.  The  Proprietaries  were  on  the  very  Spot 
where  the  Determination  was  to  be  had,  and  migtff 

make 
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make  thofe  juft  Rights  appear,  if  there  Were  any.  And 
tho’  they  happened  not  to  be  there,  moft  certainly, 
they  might  fafely  confide  in  his  M  jelly’s  known  Wif- 
dom  and  Juftice,  for  the  P refer vation  of  their  Rights. 
However,  the  Governor,  it  feems,  thought  knot  pru¬ 
dent  to  repofe  (uch  a  Confidence  in  his  Majefty  }  but 
rejeded  Co  candid  an  offer,  and  tefufed  the  Bill  in  the 
following  fhort  aiid  evafive  Manner.  “  lib  all  not 
a  enter  into  the  Difpute  whether  the  Proprietaries 
w  ought  to  be  taxed  or  not,  ’tis  fufficient  for  me  that 

r<  they  have  given  me  no  Power  in  that  Cafe.’* 

inn  ■  •  '  '  -7  .  ’  m 
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In  this  Situation  what  could  the  Affembly  do  !  On 
the  one  Hand,  the/  faw  that  if  they  acceded  to  the 
Governors  Amendments  and.M.afures,  they  would  be 
juftly  chargeable  .with  the  moft  flagrant  Breach  of 
Ttuft:,  in  furrrendering  up  irretrievably  the  facred 
Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  People  j  with  intailing  on 
•themfelves  and  their  Pofterity,  Poverty  and  Vaflalage 
‘for  ever.  On.  the  other  Hand,  they  faw  a  favage 
filood-thu  fty  Enemy  butchering  their  Fellow  Subjeds. 
They  had  prefented  many  Bills  granting  Supplies  to 
the  Crown,  of  very  different  Kinds,  which  were  all 
rejeded  on  the  moft  groundleft  Pretences.  Some  for 
nor  being  confsnant  to  obfolete  Royal  Inftrudions, 
which  were  occafionally  fent  over  to  a  former  Gover¬ 
nor, 
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nor,  tho'  that  Governor,  after  his  Receipt  of  them, 
had  paffed  an  Ad  of  the  fame  Tenor,  which  had  been 
approved  ®f  by  his  Majefty.  Some,  for  being  con¬ 
trary  to  the  fuppofed  Spirit  of  an  Ad  of  Parliament, 
tho’  the  Ad  ittelf  did  not  extend  to  this  Colony,  bur 
vyas  made  for  the  Eaftcrn  Colonies  only.  Others,  for 
being,  as  was  affirmed,  of  an  il  extraordinary  Nature,” 
tho’  fupported  by  Precedents  either  of  our  Mother 
Conftitution,  or  of  this  particular  Province.  And 
another,  b.ecaufe  the  Proprietary  Eftatc  was  taxed  in 
Common  with  the  Eftates  of  the  reft  of  his  Majefty’s 
Subjcds,  for  its  own  Protedion.  All  this,  in  my 
Opinion,  amounts  to  Demonftration,  that  unlefs 
they  would  confcnt  to  grant  Supplies  in  any  Manner, 
whit:h  the  Governor,  influenced  by  his  Inftrudions, 
ihould  dired,  none  would  be  accepted.  And  that 
nothing  would  fatisfy  our  Proprietaries,  bur  a  Reduc¬ 
tion  of  our  AfTemblies,  to  a  Level  with  the  French  Par¬ 
liament,  incapable  of  making  any  Laws  but  by  Direc¬ 
tion,  and  difrllowcd  every  Power  but  the  vain  Power 
of  regiftring  the  Edids  of  their  Monarch.  However, 
in  a  Dilemma  fo  critical  as  this,  our  Affembly  adedas 
became  Britons  :  *  They  declared,  “  that  thofe 

“  who 
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*G  who  would  give  up  effential  Liberty  to  purchafe 
“  temporary  Safety,  deferv’d  neither  Liberty  norSafety.” 
They  determined  to  hold  out  to  the  laft,  and  cleave 
to  the  wreck  of  their  Liberties,  whilftanyof  its  Parts 
exifted,  and  to  expire  with  them. 

This  Refolution  difmayed  not  the  Governor ;  ob- 
ftinate  as  the  AfTembly  was  in  the  Caufe  of  Liberty, 
he  was  yet  determined  to  break  them  to  the  Yoke  of 
Proprietary  Inftrudtions.  He  considered  that  Mat¬ 
ters  were  now  brought  to  fuch  an  IfTne,  that  the  Af- 
fembly  could  no  longer  of  themfelves  grant  Supplies 
for  the  Protection  of  the  Inhabitants,  their  Funds 
being  quite  emptied.  He  faw  a  Spirit  of  Fa&ion 
and  Difcontent  at  the  public  Meafures  prevail  among 
the  People  ;  that  a  Storm  was  colle&ing,  which  muft 
burft  fomewhere.  He  found  that  the  AfTembly  were 
not  to  be  rerrified  out  of  their  Rights  and  Privileges,  ei- 
ther  by  the  Menaces  of  their  Governor,  or  by  the 
Incurfions  of  their  favage  Foes  •,  and  therefore  re- 
folved  to  try  another  Expedient  to  effe&uate  his  De- 
Signs.  His  Confidents,  and  peculiar  Intimates,  wrote 
Letters  into  the  feveral  Counties,  to  his  Partizans 
and  Dependants,  condemning  the  Conduct  of  the 
Affembly,  extolling  the  Governors  Meafures,  and  en¬ 
joining  them  to  fend  down  the  People  in  Multitudes, 

t© 


to  inlift:  that  the  Aftembly  fhonld  give  up  the  Points 
contended  for,  md  grant  Supplies  on  the  Governors 
own  Terms.  Accordingly,  about  zoo  came  down 
with  one  Hambright,  aTavern-keeper,  and  others  of 
that  Bufincfs,  who  hold  their  Licences  under  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  at  their  Head.  Immediately  oil  their  Arrival, 
the  Governor's  Fadion  difperfed  amongft  them,  and, 
by  every  Art  in  their  Power,  malicioufly  endeavoured 
to  inflame  their  Minds  againft  the  Aftembly.  The 
fatal  Confequences,  which  might,  with  great  Proba¬ 
bility,  attend  fuch  tumultuous  Proceedings,  gave  dread¬ 
ful  apprehenfions  to  the  more  moderate  and  reputa¬ 
ble  Inhabitants  of  the  City  ;  they  laboured  to  ap- 
peafe  them-,  gave  a  fair  and  impartial  P^eprefentation 
of  the  Aftembly  s  Conduit ;  pointed  out  the  mifehi- 
cvousEffeds  of  their  Behaviour  to  this  milled  Mob  of 
People,  and  in  the  End  were  happy  enough  to  undeceive 
them.  They  promifed  to  behave  with  Decency  to¬ 
wards  both  Branches  of  the  Legillature,  and  the  next 
Morning  waited  on  the  Governor,  who,  fufpeding 
them  to  be  undeceived,  and  that  the  Storm  which 
his  Party  had  raifed,  might  bur  ft  on  his  ovrn  Head, 
thought  it  good  Policy,  after  having  palled  fome  En¬ 
comiums  on  his  own  Adminiftration,  and  Readinefs 
to  proted  them,  to  produce  a  Letter  from  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries,  giving  £.5000  towards  their  Defence. 

T  Haying 
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Having  left  the  Governor  they  waited  on  the  A  (Term 
blv,  and  being  admitted,  were  asked  by  the  Speaker 
a  whether  they  dcfirea  that  the  Houfe  fhouldgive  up 
“  any  Rights,  which,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Houfe, 
“  they  were  entitled  to.”  They  anfwered  in  the  Ne¬ 
gative  i  adding,  “  rhat  they  were  far  from  requiring 
“  any  Thing  of  the  Kind.  That  all  they  wanted  was 
u  to  accommodate  Matters  fo  that  the  Provmce  might 
be  defended.”  And  not  as  the  Author  of  the  Pam- 

' 

phlets  falfely  and  abfurdly  affirms,  “  that  they  did 
«  not  underftand  what  Liberties  they  had  to  give  up 
i(  when  their  Lives  were  every  Hour  in  Danger.” 

The  Governor  being  thus  again  difappointed,  laid 
before  the  Houfe  the  Proprietaries  offer  of  £*.5000. 
Upon  which,  the  Affemblv  immediately  prepared  a 
new  Bill,  granting  £, 5  500O  to  his  Majefty’s  Ufe,  to 
be  raifed  by  a  general  Tax,  on  the  People’s  Eflates 
only,  exempting  the  Proprietaries,  in  Confideration 
©f  this  Gift.  Thus  the  Storm  for  the  Prefen t  blew 
over,  and  a  large  Supply  was  granted  for  our  Pro¬ 
tection .  The  Monies  were  ro  be  laid  out  by  certain 
Commiflioners  appointed  by  the  Bill ;  fome  of  them, 
of  the  Governor’s  Council,  others  of  theAffcmbly, 
the  Governor  having  a  Negative  upon  fuch  Dilpo- 
fitions,  as  the  Proprietaries  Reprefentative.  With 

this 
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this  Supply  44  a  Chain  of  Forts  and  Block-Houfes, 
«  extending  from  the  River  DeUwarc  along  the  Kit- 
“  tattnny  Hills  to  tfie  Maryland  Line,  was  ere&ed. 

“  They  are  fituated  at  convenient  Didances  from  each 

■ 

“  other,  and  at  the  mod:  important  PalTes  through 
44  the  Mountains,  and  garrifoned  with  Companies,  all 
“  in  the  Pay  of  the  Province,  from  75  to  25  Men 
44  each,  according  to  the  Situationand  Importance  of 
44  the  Place.”  The  Inhabitants  were  furnifhed  with 
Arms  and  Ammunition,  and  the  Frontiers,  from  the 
mod  naked  State,  'put  into  a  proper  Rodure  of  De¬ 
fence. 

«  ?  *  -  .7  i  •  : r  ■  ?. * 

But  filch  were  the  Necedities  of  the  Province  at 
that  Time,  that  this  Money  melted  apace,  and  was 
foon  expended  i  all  but  the  £.5000  expedled  from 
the  Proprietaries  *,  which  may  eafily  he  accounted  for, 
as  they  did  not  think  the  Emergency  lo  great  as  to  re¬ 
quire  the  Payment  thereof,  agreeable  to  their  En¬ 
gagement.  However,  a  further  Sum  of  Money'  was 
abfolutely  neceflary.  Without  it,  the  Soldiers  in  Pay 
of  the  Province  could  not  be  fubfided  5  and  without 
them,  the  Garrilons  could  not  be  maintained,  but 
mud  be  either  dedroyed,  or  fall  into  the  Enemy’s 
Hands.  The  Adembly  forefeeing  thefe  Mifchiefsdid 
with  their  ufual  Chcarfulnefs  and  Expedition,  pre 
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pare  a  Bill  for  granting  £.40,000  to  the  King’s  Ufe, 
for  the  aforeiaid  Purpofes,  to  be  raifed  by  a  general 
Tax  on  all  Etatcs  in  the  Province.  But  the  Proprie¬ 
taries  were  To  far  from  receding  from  their  unjuft 
Claim  of  Exemption  from  rhe  general  Tax,  that  they 
fent  over  Intrusions  retraining  the  Governor,  as 
be  faid,  from  atenring  to  any  Bill,  by  which  their 
Eftates  were  to  be  Taxed. 

The  Excife-Bill  before  mentioned,  being  expired, 
which  created  a  Fund,  whereby  the  Atembly  had 
ever  defrayed  the  incidental  Charges  of  Government; 
they  prepared  a  Bill,  during  this  Seffion,  for  extend¬ 
ing  it  to  the  fame  Purpofes,  for  the  Space  of  ten  Years 
longer,  and  prefented  it  to  the  Governor,  But  being 
retrained  by  Proprietary  Intrusions,  as  the  Allem- 
bly  had  often  told  him,  he  refufed  his  Affent,  but 
with  greater  Shew  of  Candor  and  Ingenuity,  than 
lie  had  been  accutomed  to.  The  real  Caufe  of  rhis 
Change  of  Behaviour,  was  the  certain  Advice  he  had 
received,  that  Mr.  Penny ,  our  prefent  Gover¬ 
nor,  was  fhortly  to  fucceed  him ;  and  willing  to 
confer  one  Obligation  on  the  Aifembly,  during  his 
embroiled  Adminitration,  not  doubting  but  they 
would  be  pleafed  with  the  Novelty  of  it,  and  ex¬ 
pecting,  I  prefume,  fome  Compenfatjon  for  the  many 

great 
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» 

great  and  eminent  Services  he  had  done  his  Country, 
he  fent  down  the  following  Article  of  the  Proprietary 

*  '  *  i  ■  "y 

Inftrudtions. 

* 

«  You  fhall  not  give  your  A  (Tent  to  any  Law  for  pro¬ 
longing  any  Excife,  or  railing  any  Money  on  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  faid  Province  of  Pcnnfylvanta,  un- 
lefs  there  be  an  enacting  Claufe,  that  all  Money  ariiing 
from  the  faid  Excife,  or  other  Duties,  fhall  bedifpofed 
of,  only  as  we,  or  either  of  us,  exercifing  the  Office  of 
Governot,  or  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  or  in  Cafe  of 
his  Death  or  abfence,  the  Prefident  of  the  Council, 
and  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  for  the  Time  being 
{hall  diredt,  and  not  otherwifc*” 

The  Refolve  of  the  Houfe,  upon  the  above  Inftruc- 
tion,  was  as  follows, 

H  ■  ’  ’  -r  r  -A!:  -  if 

Re/o/ved, 

That  it  is  the  Opinionof  this  Houfe,  that  the  faid 
Proprietary  Inftiudtion  was  the  principal,  ifnotthe  only 
Obftrudtion,  to  the  paffing  the  feveral  Bills  offered  to 
the  Governor  by  the  lafl:  Affembly,  for  granting  Money 
to  the  King’s  Ufe„ 

«  1  *  »  .  .  ® 

1 

Refolved , 
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Rcfolved , 

That  the  Ad  for  laying  an  Excife  on  ftrong  Li¬ 
quors  pafoed  in  1744.  and  the  Ad  granting  £.'5000 
for  the  King’s  Ufc,  paffed  June  14th  174^,  by  which 
the  faid  Ad  for  laying  an  Excife  on  drong  Liquors  was 
continued  for  1  o  Years,  next  after  June  7th  1 74^.  have 
received  the  RqyapApgrobationi  • 

After  what  hath  been  faid,  the  judicious  and' the 
candid  Reader,  will  require  no  other  Proof,  that  this 
and  other  Proprietary  Inftnidibns,'  were  the  foie  Im- 

.i  1  '  '  .  *  1  (  •  *  l 

pediments  to  die  palling  the  fcveral  Supply  Bills  of  this 
Nature,  which  former  Afemblies  had  offered  to  the 
Govern s r  f  r  the  King’s  Ufe.  He  will  perceive,  that 
as  fuch  Ads  have,  for  more  than  thirty  Years  pad, 
been  found  neceflary  for  defraying  the  Charges  of  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  approved  of  by  the  Crown,  any  In- 
ftmdion  prohibiting  them,  is  a  dired  Infringement,  of 
tire  Liberties  and  Privileges  of  the  Subjed  \  he  will 
perceive  that  all  Proprietary  Indrudions  whatever,  not 
warranted  by  the  Laws  of  Great-Britain ,  or  not  con¬ 
fident  with  our  Royal  Charter,  are  illegal  and  in  them- 
felves  void  •,  and  alfo,  that  if  our  Proprietaries  fhould 
be  any  longer  permitted,  to  refrain  their  Governors, 

from  pafllng  fuch  Laws  as  the  AlTembly  fliall  conceive 
^  * 
necdlary  for  our  Defence,  it  mud  in  the  End  infal¬ 
libly 


\ 
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libly  prove  the  Ruin  of  this  Province,  and  be  of  fatal 
Coniequence  to  the  BritiJ %  Colonies  in  America. 

Having  brought  down  the  Con'roverfy  betwixt  the 
two  Branches  of  ourLeglllature  thus  far,  I  jfhall  here 
make  a^  few  additional  Animadverfions  on  the 
two  Pamphlets,  and  feveral  Papers  and  Petitions  there¬ 
in  mentioned,  which  have  fupplyed  the  Author  with  fo 
copious  a  Fund  for  Remarks.  The  *  firft  is  a  Piece 
quoted  from  the  Supplement  to  the  Ncrv-  Mercury. 
So  ereat  is  this  Author’s  Veneration  for  Truth  and  In- 
genuity,  that  he  would  fain  perfuade  the  World,  } 
this  was  not  a  Creature  of  his  own.  But  the  Fad  is 
notorious,  and  if  he  perfifbs  in  a  Denial,  may  be  proved 
by  the  Atteftation  of  a  very  worthy  Gentleman  of  the 
fame  Country  and  Profclhon  with  himfelf:  TheAuthor 
of  the  B.  V.  and  the  Author  of  the  Piece  quoted,  are 
but  one  and  the  fame  identical  Perfbn.  The  Gentle- 

•  *  i  i  .  .  . 

man  I  have  fpoke  of  faw  it  at  the  Time  of  writ’ ng, 
and  counfclled  him  againft  Publishing  it,  as  it  could 
anfwer  no  good  End  •>  but  on  the  Contrary  muft  fo¬ 
ment  Party  Flame  and  Diffention,  amongft  a  People 
too  much  disunited  already.  The  Anfwer  he  returned 
fufEciently  declares  the  Goodnejs ,  and  Benevolence  cf 

his 
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iiis  Soul  5  ’cwas  this,  “  Alas  1  Sir,  our  Circumftanccs 
«  are  widely  different-,  you  are  at  the  Height  of  your 
«  Preferment,  but  that  is  not  my  Cafe  yet.”  A  de¬ 
fire  of  Preferment,  therefore,  was  the  Motive  of  his 
Conduit  -,  and  whoever  makes  that  his  Motive,  ex¬ 
amines  not  the  Equity  of  a  Caufe  -,  he  vfill  profecute 
it,  as  our  Author  hath  done,  in  Defiance  of  Truth 
and  Juftice -,  in  Contempt  of  Law  and  Religion-,  in 
Violation  of  every  Duty,  whether  facred  or  civil:  Af¬ 
ter  the  Information  we  have  given  him,  the  Reader 
cannot  be  at  a  Lofs  to  Account  for  the  numerous  En¬ 
comiums,  which  the  Authors  of  the  two  Pieces  men¬ 
tioned  confer  upon  each  other-,  and  toexcufe  the  Li¬ 
berty  taken  of  altering  the  Senfe  as  well  as  Diilion  of 
the  Supp/twent,  when  tranfcribed  into  the  Brief  Fiervi 
the  more  effedually  to  fervethe  Author’s  Purpofe.  The 
Sub  fiance  thereof  hath  beep  often  repeated  in  the  twa 
Pamphlets  -,  all  except  a  Couple  of  forged  Letters  pre¬ 
tended  to  be  wrote  from  a  Gentleman  at  Montreal  to 
his  Friend  at  Barit.  The  only  propet  Anfwers  to 
which,  were  found  in  the  Pockets  of  a  French  Officer 
of  Diftindtion,  flain  in  the  Battle  it  Lake -George , 
Printed  in  New-  Terk^  and  publifhed  by  Humphrey 
Scourge,  f 

Thk 
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The  fecond  Piece  which  claims  our  Notice,  is  an 
Addrefs  ffrom  Tome  of  the  People  called  Quakers, 
which,  he  affirms,  “  was  in  their  own  Names,  and 
“  the  Names  of  all  the  Quakers  in  the  Provin  ef‘ 
Mod  certainly,  this  Ait  hor  lies  under  fume  Incapacity 
cT  telling  Truth,  or  repref-nting  a  Faff  asit  really  is  *, 
for,  from  his  own  Tranfcf  pt  it  appears,  that,  indead 
of  being  in  the  Names  of  all  the  Quakers  in  the 
<£  Province,’’  it  was  “  the  Addrefs  of  fome  of  the 
et  People  called  Quakers,  &c”  This  being  really  the 
Cafe,  it  cannot  fairly  and  rationally  be  deemed  an  Aft 
of  the  Heads  of  any  particular  Meeting,  much  lefs  of 
the  Yearly  Meeti  g  ;  but  an  Aft  unadvifedly  begun, 
precipitately  and  ralhly  done  by  a  few  who  figned  it^ 
to  the  Number  only  of  Z3.  This  is  further  confirmed 
by  the  Ghearfulnefs  with  which  that  People  have  fmee 
paid  the  general  Tax,  againd  which  this  Addrefs  was 
particularly  pointed  ;  there  not  being  one  in  a  Thou- 
fap.d  who  have  permitted  their  Effeftsto  be  feized,  or 
refufed  to  pay  it.  And  how  far  it  influenced  the  Ac¬ 
tions  of  the  Affiembly,  will  appear  from  the  following 
Ccnfure  paded  upon  it  by  the  Houfe,  viz.  £t  That 
£<  it  was  affirming  greater  Right  than  they  were  in» 

££  veded  with,  and  an  Indication  that  they  had  not  duly 
t£  confidered  what  had  been  heretofore  tnnfifhd  in 
“  the  AfTemblies  of  this  Province  •,  particularlv  in 

U  Relation  ] 
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£‘  Relation  to  an  Act  for  granting  ^.rooo  to  the 
«  Queen’s  Ufe  palled  in  the  Year  17 1 1,  andisthere- 
«  fore  an  unadvifed,  and  indifcreet  application  to 
“  this  Houfe.’’  It  is  confirmed  alio  by  the  large  Sup¬ 
plies  granted  both  before  and  after,  to  the  King’s  Ufe. 

Another  extraordinary  Petition  which  this  Author 
judged  worthy  a  Place  in  his  B.  V .  was  one  drawn 
up  by  himfelf,  and  figned  by  the  Mayor  of  our  Cor¬ 
poration  and  about  133  Perfons  befides*,  which,  out 
of  the  numerous  Inhabitants  of  this  City,  were  all 
this  excellent  Magistrate  could,  (tho’  he  fent  his  Emifi- 
faries  for  that  Purpofe,  from  Door  to  Door,)  prevail 
upon,  to  join  with  him  in  abufing  and  infuhing  the 
Reprefentative  Body  of  the  People.  Many  of  which 
Petitioners,  inflead  of  being  principal  Inhabitants,  as 
they  ftile  themfelves,  were  not  even  Freeholders  3  many 
©I  them  Strangers  or  obfeure  Perfons  3  many  of  them 
Papills  3  fome  under  Age,  and  moll  of  them  either 
ignorant  of,  or  avowedly  difafieded  to  the  general  In- 
teieft  of  the  Province.  From  a  Knowledge  of  thefe 
Fads,  and  the  infolent  Form  of  the  Reprefentation, 
the  AlTcmbly  thought  it  their  Duty  to  pafs  a  Cenlure 
on  that  alfo  3  Part  of  which  follows  here. 

As 
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“  As  it  charges  the  Houfe  with  not  having  a  proper 
Concern  for  the  Lives  of  the  People  of  the  Province, 
and  didtarcs  in  a  h  ughty  Manner,  to  the  Reprelen- 
rative  Body  of  the  whole  Peop'e,  what  Laws  to  be  made, 
and  to  which  the  Preference  ought  to  he  given  ;  and 
threatens  to  force  a  Compliance  by  the  Power  of  Num¬ 
ber,  if  its  Command;  arc  not  obeyed,  itisa  Paper  ex¬ 
tremely  p reluming,  indecent,  indent,  and  improper 
to  be  prefented  to  this  Houle.  And  we  are  further  of 
Opinion,  that  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
by  becoming  a  Promoter  and  Ringleader  of  fuch  an 
Infulc  on  this  Part  of  the  Government,  and  by 
his  Authority,  Ads,  and  Influence,  drawing  in  Co 
many  indifcrcet  People,  to  be  Partakers  with  him  there¬ 
in,  when  he  ought  rather  to  have  been  careful  in  pre¬ 
facing  good  Order,  hath  exceedingly  misbehaved 
himfelf,  and  failed  greatly  in  the  Duty  of  his  Station.” 

Having  thus,  I  hope,  fully  refuted  the  many  grofs 
Falfifications,  of  our  Pamphlet-Writer,  and  the  many 
flagrant  Mifrepre'encations  of  the  Governor,  I  fhall 
clofe  this  fhort  tho’  vexatious  and  oppreftivc  Adminif- 
tration,  heedlcfs  as  it  was  Tyrannical,  and  foolifh  as  it 
was  fevere,  in  which  the  People  of  this  Province  ex¬ 
perienced  more  Misfortunes,  than  they  had  ever  known 
fince  its  firft:  Settlement,  with  a  Remark  or  two. 

U  «  Has 
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Had  Mr.  Morris  been  well  acquainted  with  the 
Nature  and  Conftitut  on  of  our  Government,  before 
he  received  is  Commillon  and  Inftru&icns,  he  muff 
needs  have  known  the  latter  to  be  incompatible  with 
the  former,  as  well  as  with  the  Good  of  the  People  he 
was  to  govern.  How  far  he  was  morally  juftifiable  in 
accepting  of  his  Commillion  at  all,  on  the  Terms  he 
did,  I  need  not  determine  •,  but  when  I  refiedt  that  he 
not  only  accepred  of  them  as  the  Rule  of  hisCondudt, 
bu  alfo,  after  the  Convidtion  he  had  had  of  their 
evil  Tendency,  that  he  Hill  concealed  them,  and  pro- 
ftituted  his  Reafon  in  Support  of  them,  he  is,  in  my 
Opinion,  incapable  of  Juftification.  For,  ’tis  more 
than  probable,  that  he  was  privy  to  the  Proprietary 
Schemes,  and  fully  per'uaded  that  they  were  well  laid 
and  pradtica'  le.  The  Execution  whereof  will  perhaps 
be  thought  no  disagreeable  Undertaking  to  him,  by 
thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  his  arbitrary  Notions  of 
Government.  But  fortunately  for  the  People,  his 
Love  of  Pleafure,  and  Fonclnefs  for  Company  en- 
groTed  his  Time  fo  much,  that  his  political 
T rarfadtions  tended  rather  to  defeat  than  ex¬ 
ecute  his  Purpofe  *,  and  gave  the  People  an  Oppor¬ 
tunity  ol  guarding  againft  it,  rather  than  enabled  him- 
fell  to  accomplifh  it.  This  rendered  him  odious  to  the 
P-ol.c ,  and  in  [  rivate3  diminifhed  that  Effeem  and 

Refpedi 
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Rcfped:  which  his  Creatures  would  otherwife  have  paid 
him,  and  conftrained  him  to  ufe  fuch  Means  a  .  neither  con- 
fiffced  w.th  his  Duty,  nor  became  his  Station,  to  create 
other  Tools,  and  a  more  confiderable  Party  to  Support 
him.  The  Proprietary  Dependents  greedily  embraced 
the  Opportunity  :  Thole  very  Perlbns  who  had  tra¬ 
duced  and  libelled  our  Affemblies,  and  kindled  the 
Flames  of  Dilcord  in  the  Piovince,  immediately 
joined  him.  It  is  a  dilagrceable,  tho’  perhaps  a  ne- 
ceflary  Task,  to  rake  the  Alhes  of  a  paft  Adminiftra- 
tion,  where  the  Perfon  entrufted  therewith  hath  con- 
ftantly  a<5ted  in  Contradiction  to  the  good  of  a  Com¬ 
munity  ;  could  I  find  out  a  fingle  Action  of  this 
Gentleman  that  had  in  it  the  lead  Appearance  of 
Public  Spirit,  I  would  mention  and  applaud  it  with 
Pleafure  ;  but,  with  Regret  I  own,  that  after  an  ac¬ 
curate  and  unprejudiced  Examination  of  hisConduift, 
I  have  not  been  fo  happy  as  to  difeover  one  that  can 
juftly  enroll  him  in  the  Lift  of  virtuous  and  good 
Rulers.  Ambition  and  Obftinacy  haunted  him  thro’ 
every  Scene  of  A&ion  ;  the  one  dazzled  his  Eyes 
with  the  glittering  Profpecft  of  Preferment,  while 

■  A  »  -  7 

the  other  plunged  him  into  Difficulties  too  deep  for 
him  to  emerge  out  off.  So  far  was  he  from  difeover- 
ing  the  leaft  Token  of  Good-Will  and  Affecftion 
for  the  People  he  govern’d,  that  he  exerted  all  his 

Talents 
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Talents  in  difuniting  them,  and  inflaming  their  Minds 
againft  each  other  •,  that  like  the  Balls  in  the  Fable, 
they  might  the  more  eafily  become  the  Prey  of  their 
Enemy  who  lay  in  wait  to  devour  them.  In  fhort, 
what  was  affiliated  of  Richard  I.  with  Refped  to 
England,  is  truly  applicable  co  him,  u  Pennfylvania 
“  can  be  happy  only  from  his  Ab fence.” 

After  what  hath  been  faid  of  the  laft  Adminiftra- 
tion,  no  one  can  doubt,  but  the  Inhabitants  received 
Mr.  Denny  with  great  Cordiality  and  Regard.  They 
knew  the  Chanze  could  not  be  wTorfe,  and  from  that 
Gentleman’s  reputed  Moderation,  good  Senfe,  and 
Prudence,  they  had  great  Reafon  to  expect  a  better. 
They  were,  however,  foon  undeceived.  For  being 
bound  by  Proprietary  Inftrudtions  ftill  more  re- 
ftri&ive,  influenced  and  over  ruled  by  the  fame  Pro¬ 
prietary  Council,  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  per- 
fue  almoft  the  fame  Meafures,  with  his  Predeceflbr. 
At  fir  ft,  indeed,  he  gave  very  hopeful  Prefages  of 
greater  Prudence,  Candour  and  Juftice,  than  Mr. 
Morris  had  thought  fit  to  exhibit.  One  Inftance 
whereof  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  recite,  as  it  affords  e- 
Vincino  Proof  what  hath  been  infinuated  concerning 
Proprietary  Inftruiflions,  and  the  diftrefsful  State  the 
Province  was  in,  between  our  Enemies  on  the  one 

Hand’ 
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Hand,  and  our  Rulers  on  the  other  *,  the  latter  of 
which  tied  up  our  Hands,  while  the  former  But¬ 
cher’d  us. 

Mr.  Denny,  upon  his  Arrival,  finding  all  the  Sup¬ 
plies,  granted  by  the  £.55,000  Bill,  expended,  fave 
the  Proprietary  £.5000,  [Part  of  which  remains  un¬ 
paid  to  this  Day,  tho  they  have  been  often  importuned 
to  advance  it ,)  and  that  a  further  Supply  was  abfolute- 
ly  neceflary  for  our  Defence,  called  on  the  AfTembly, 
for  a  further  Sum  of  Money  to  enable  him  to  protect 
the  Inhabitants,  and  keep  up  the  Troops.  He  had 
before  declared  that  he  had  brought  over  no  Secrets, 
but  would  lay  his  Inflruitions  before  the  AfTembly, 
that  they  might  fee  his  Powers  and  Reftriilions,  and 
take  their  Meafurcs  accordingly.  This  was  ailing 
with  Candor,  and  indeed,  as  Matters  were  circum- 
flanced,  with  Humanity.  For,  certainly,  nothing 
could  be  more  cruel,  and  at  the  fame  Time  difinge- 
nuous,  than  for  a  Governor  'to  be  fhaclded  with  In- 
ftrudlions,  which  debart’d  him  from  afTenting  to  Laws 
dire&ly  calculated  for  the  Prefervation  of  our  Lives 
and  Fortunes^  at  aTime  when  the  Enemy  was  ravaging 
our  Borders,  and  drinking  our  Blood  ;  to  accept  of 
Inflrudtions  like  thefe,  was,  I  fay,  cruel  and  to  con¬ 
ceal  them,  was  both  crual  and  difingenous  I  It  was  flab- 

bing 
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bing  our  Liberties  in  the  Dark,  and  putting  us  out  of 
all  Capacity  to  defeat!  them.  Mr.  Denn y,  however, 
in  this  Refped,  ached  a  more  honorable,  as  we)!  as 
a  more  equitable  Part.  He  Teem'd  determin’d  to  bear 
no  orher  Burthen  than  his  own,  and  that  if  the  In- 
ftrudions  were  arbitrary  and  unconftitutionai,  the 
People  Thoulci  know  what  chey  were,  that  they  might 
take  the  proper  Meafures  for  Relief  :  And  therefore 
©n  the  Aflembly’s  Metfage  requefting  him  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  them,  inch  as  related  to  Supply  Bills,  and  the 
Raifmg  of  Money,  he  was  pleafed  to  fend  them 
thofe  extraordinary  and  opprefiive  Inttrudions, 
which  the  Reader  will  find  in  tire  Appendix, 

In  Purfuance  of  the  Governors  Meflase,  the 

O  7 

Houle  taking  into  Conlideration  the  Supplies  necef- 
fary  to  pro  ted  the  Province,  and  keep  upthe  Forces* 
immediately refolved  to  grant  ^.6q,ooo  to  the  Kings 
Ufc,  for  thofe  Purpofes.  And  to  avoid  the  Difpute 
refpeding  the  Taxation  of  the  Proprietary  Eftate, 
chofe  to  fink  the  Bills  to  be  ft  ruck,  by  an  Excite  on 
Strong  Liquors,  rather  than  a  Land-Tax.  They  fixed 
on  this  Mode  of  railing  Money,  the  more  chearfully, 
as  ir  was  One  rhe  People  had  experienced,  and 
found  eafy  ;  and  alfo  becaufe  a  Number  of  pre¬ 
ceding  Excite  Bills  had  been  enaded  by  former  Go¬ 


vernors, 


Vernors,  and  received  the  Royal  Approbation.  This 
Bill  was  fent  up  to  the  Governor,  who  notwithftand- 
ing  fcveral  Conferences  were  had  between  him  and 
the  Aflembly,  in  which  th«  Invafions  of  the  People’s 
Rights,  the  arbitrary  Nature  of  the  Proprietary  In- 
fbu&ions,  the  Impediments  they  occafioned  to  th® 
Defence  of  the  Province,  and  his  Majefty’s  Service, 
and  the  diftrefsful  Situation  of  the  People,  were  pa¬ 
thetically  reprefented,  he  refufed  to  pafs  it,  conceiv¬ 
ing  nimfelf  prohibited  by  his  Proprietary  Inftru&ions. 
Upon  which,  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  make  fome  Re- 
folves  f  upon  the  arbitrary  and  tC  oppreflivc  Na¬ 
ture  of  thefe  Inltrudlions,  and  referving  their 
*c  Rights  in  their  full  Extent  on  all  future  Occahons, 
“  and  protefting  againft  the  Proprietary  Inftructions 
*c  and  Prohibitions,”  did  Refolve,  “  neverthelefs  itt 
“  Duty  to  the  King,  and  Compalhon  for  the  fuffer- 
“  “ig  Inhabitants  of  their  diftrelTed  Country,  and 
in  humble  and  full  Confidence  of  the  Juftice  o£ 
his  Majefiy,  and  a  Britijh  Parliament,  towavetheic 

u  Rights  on  this  prefcntOccafion  only  ;  and  did  fur- 

“  ther  refolve,  that  a  New  Bill  be  brought  in  for 
“  granting  a  Sum  of  Money  to  the  King’s  Ufe,  and 
“  that  the  fame  be  made  conformable  to  the  faid  In- 
ihuefions.  According  to  this  Relolve,  a  Bill  was 
formed  by  the  Houfe,  in  iivery  Refpedt  agreeable  to 
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thefe  opprcffive  InftruCtions,  for  granting  £.30000  t® 
the  King’s  Ufe. 


From  a  cuiToiy  View  of  the  InftruCtions,  and  a 
little  Reflexion  on  the  Nature  of  our  Government, 
the  Reader  will  be  able  to  form  a  juft  Idea  of  their 


Legality  and  Policy  ;  and  how  extremely  tepugnant 
they  are  to  the  Liberties  of  the  People.  Butwhen 
he  confiders  that  the  Proprietaries  have  by  them 
gieatly  enlarged  their  Prohibitions  and  ReftiiCtions 
on  the  prefect  Governor ,  and  debated  him  from  pal¬ 
ling  any  Bill  for  our  Defence,  unlefs  conformable 
thereto,  at  a  Conjuncture  the  moft  calamitous,  as 
I  have  had  but  too  frequent  Occafton  to  oblerve 
in  the  Courfe  of  this  Work,  he  mult  needs 
acknowledge  with  me  that  they  are  left  inexcufable ; 
that  a  ConduCl  like  theirs,  under  thofe  Circum- 


ftances,  was  direCtly  inconfiftent  with  their  Duty  to 
the  beft  of  Kings;  ftnee  they  abandoned,  as  far  as  in 
them  lay,  a  Province  which  is  placed  more  imme¬ 
diately  under  their  Care  and  Government,  to  the 
outrages  of  a  barbarous  Enemy,  and,  had  the  Af- 
fembly  adhered  to  their  Rights,  asthey  juftly  might, 
even  hazarded  the  total  Lofsof  it  to  the  Crown. 


But  that  the  Reader  may  the  more  perfectly  com-' 
prehend  how  far  his  Majeftyb  Service,  and  our  Pro- 
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region  have  been,  and  will  hereafter  be  obfii  ufted, 
if  thefe  Inftruftions  are  to  continue  obligatory  on  our 
Governor,  I  fhall  beg  Leave  to  refer  him  to  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  Afiembly  thereon,  which  he  will 

find  in  the  Appendix. 

The  whole  Report,  is  fo  fpirited  and  affefting, 
as  cannot  fail  to  open  the  Eyes  of  every  Lover  of 
Liberty,  and  take  off  the  Odium  and  Calumnies 
which  have  been  unjuftly  thrown  on  our  faithful  and 
loyal  Afiemblies  ;  it  will,  together  with  what  I  have 
here  faid,  demonftrate  that  they  have  complied  with 
his  Majefty’s  Orders  for  Defence  of  the  Province,  as 
much  as  in  them  lay,  and  that  thofe  Orders  have  been 
defeated,  by  the  Ambition  or  Avarice  of  our  Proprie¬ 
taries  in  giving,  and  the  Pertinacity  of  our  Governors 
in  adhering  to  their  opprellive  Inftruftions.  Whar  have 
our  Afiemblies  not  done,  that  was  incumbent  upon  them 
to  do?  Whenever  Supplies  were  demanded,  did  they  not 
offer  them  in  the  ufual,  regular,  conftitutional  Manner? 
"When  the  French  firft  invaded  our  Lands  on  the 
Ohio ,  they  granted /.iooooi  that  Sum  they  increafed 
10  £-1  5000  }  that  to  £.  10000  i  and  that  to 
£.15000  •,  ftill  augmenting  the  Sum  in  Propor¬ 
tion  to  the  Necefiities  of  the  Province.  Did  they 
not  offer  to  raife  thefe  Supplies  by  an  Excife  on  ftrong 
Liquors  ?  A  Mode  to  which  the  People  had  been  ac- 

W  1  cuftomed 


[  162  ] 

euftomed,  and  which  was  found  eafy  ?  On  the  other 
Hand,  did  not  the  Governor  reject  thefe  Offers,  un¬ 
der  Pretence  that  they  were  inconfiftent  with  Royal  In- 
flruifHons  obfolete  and  invalid,  tho’  A<St s  framed 
in  the  fame  Manner,  had  fince  received  the  Royal  Ap¬ 
probation  ?  And  when  the  Aflembly  found  that  the 
Governor  would  not  accept  of  thefe  Supplies,  not- 
withflanding  the  diftrefs  of  the  Colony,  unlefs  they 
were  granted  in  a  Manner  opprellive  to  the  People,  did 
they  not  chearfully  borrow,  on  the  Credit  of  the  Houle, 
independent  of  the  Governor,  ^.5  000  for  purchafmg 
Provifions  and  other  Neceflaries,  in  Purfuance  of  the 
Secretary  of  States  Letter,  for  the  Foiccs  under  Ge¬ 
neral  Braddockj  And  were  not  thofe  Provifions  fent  to 
Virginia  before  they  were  wanted? Did  they  not  timely 
fupplv  General  Braddockj  with  every  neceflary  he  re¬ 
quired,  on  the  fhorteft  Warning,  when Maryland 
Virginia  had  difappointed  him  ?  And  were  not  the 
Carriages  and  Waggons  for  the  Army  procured  by 
Mr.  Franklin ,  who  waited  on  the  General  to  tender 
him  the  Service 'of  the  Houfe  ?  And  did  not  that 
Member  receive  the  Thanks  of  the  Houfe  on  that Oc- 
cafion  ?  And  did  not  the  Geneiaf  as  well  by  his  Secretary, 
as  by  his  own  particular  Letter,  return  the  Aflembly 
?c  his  fncerefl:  Thanks”  for  thofe  Services,  which  would 
otherwile  have  remained  undone  ?  Did  they  not  clear 
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the  Road  over  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  at  the  Expence 
of  £')000>  as  fc>on  as  defired  by  the  Governor?  Did 
they  not  give  a  Bounty  for,  and  fupply  Commodore 
Spry  with  Seamen,  which  he  had  in  vain  folicited  from 
the  other  Governments  ?  Did  they  not  furnifh  a  large 
Quantity  of  Provifions  and  Cloaths,  for  the  Nerv- 
England  Troops,  under  General  Shirley  ?  And  have 
they  not  received  the  moft  authentic  Teftimony  from 
that  Gentleman,  of  their  Loyalty  and  Fidelity  to  his 
Ma/efty,  their  Readinefi  to  obey  his  Orders,  and  to 
further  his  Service  ?  And  after  the  Aflembly  had  by 
thefe  Supplies,  funk  the  Funds  of  which  they  had  the 
Difpofition,  did  they  not  wave  the  unfortunate  Difputc 

refpedting  the  Excife  Bills,  and,  in  Purfuance  of  the 

• 

Governor’s  Requeft,  grant  his  Majcfty  the  large  Sum 
of  £.  50000  to  be  raifed  by  an  equitable  Tax,  on  all 
Eftates  in  the  Province  ?  *  And  did  not  the  Governor  re- 
fufe  this  equitable  Supply,  becaufe  his  Lords  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries  were  to  be  taxed  in  Common  with  the  Reft 
of  his  Majcfty’s  Subje&s,  for  the  immediate  Pieferva- 
tion  of  their  own  Eftates,  tho’  the  whole  Body  of  the 
Nobility,  the  Royal  Family,  nay  even  his  Majefty 
himfelf  was  taxed  for  that  Purpofe  ?  And  did  not  rhe 
Aflembly  thro’  an  earneft  Deflre  to  defend  their  Lives 
and  Fortunes,  offer  to  fubmit  the  Controverfy  to  his 
^lajefty  r?nd  Council,  by  inferring  a  Claufe  in  the  E-ill 

t 
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to  refund  the  Proprietaries  Proportion,  in  Cafe  his 
Majefty’sPleafure  fhould  determine  in  Favour  of  them  > 
And  yet,  was  not  their  Governor  fo  deftitute  of  Con¬ 
cern  for  the  Prefervation  of  this  Province,  and  the 
general  Defence  of  America,  as  to  refufe  to  fubmit 
this  Exemption  to  his  Sovereign’s  equitable  and  jjffc 
Decifion  1  Yes,  all  this  have  our  Affemblies  c fear¬ 
fully  done;  nay  more,  thofe  very  Quaker  AiTem" 
blics  fo  much  mifreprefented,  and  fomuch  defamed, 
granted  £.85000  f  on  the  Governor’s  own  op- 

preffive 


f  Befidcs  the  Sums  mentioned  in  the  Narrative,  the  AfTem- 
bly  have  granted^  3 00000 and  ’tis  expeded  will  loon  add  to  that 
Sum,  another  f.iocooo  without  Charging  the  Proprietaries 
Eftates,  with  any  part  thereof.  The  Governor  being  prohibited 
by  his  Inftrudion,  from  palling  any  Law  of  that  kind,  unlels 
on  the  mod  abjed  Terms.  So  that  the  Account  of  the  Sums 
granted  by  the(e  Aflemblies,  fo  averfe  to  the  Defence  of  the 
Country,  as  our  Author  ieprelents  them  to  be,  will  ftandthus. 


Tor  purchaling  provifions  and  other  neceflaries  for 
General  Braddock.  -  -  ------ 

Tor  cutting  a  Road  for  the  March  of  the  Forces,  over 
the  Alleghany  Mountains  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Tor  Provifions  for  the  Troops  under  General  Shirley,  - 
For  ereding  a  Chain  of  Forts  on  our  Frontiers.  - 
Tor  railing  Men  to  join  the  Forces,  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  Lord  Loudon.  -  -  -  - 

For  railing,  Cloathing  and  paying  2700  Men,  toad 
under  General  Tories.  - 
Tor  ditto,  under  General  Amherfi.  -  -  -  •• 
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prellive  Terms.  A  Chain  of  Forts  *  hath  been  e- 
re&ed  on  our  long  extended  Frontiers,  of  near  100 
Miles,  folely  at  the  Expence  of  this  Province,  tho’ 
they  at  the  fame  Time  cover  the  Frontiers  of  Mary¬ 
land^  Ncro-Jerfcy ,  and  the  lower  Counties  from  the 
Indian  Incurlions. 

But  all  this  would  not  fatisfy  the  Proprietary  Party ; 
nothing  lefs  than  the  Resignation  of  the  Quakers 
would  content  them  *,  even  this  was  fubmitted  to  ;  a 
Quorum  of  the  Houfe  is  now  compofed  of  Men  of 
different  PerSuaSions,  all  ready  to  facrifice  every  Thing 
that’s  dear  to  them  for  the  Service  and  Defence  of 
their  Country,  would  the  Proprietaries  vouchfafe  but 
to  unmanacle  their  Hands ;  and  yet  the  adverfe  Party 
is  equally  difeontented,  and  equally  clamorous*,  no 
public  Meafure,  tho’  ev  er  fo  Salutary,  is  purfued,  no 
Law  palled,  without  encountering  their  mold  virulent 
Opposition.  And  this  is  likely  to  be  the  Cafe,  till  the 
People  are  either  happv  enough  to  overpower  it,  or 
filly  enough  to  invert:  the  Legislative  Authority  in  the 
Hands  of  thofe,  who  already  poffefs  the  Executive, 
on  the  SlaviSh  and  deteftable  Terms  of  During  their 
Mafters  Pleafure. 


*  Oncol  ihcSe  Forts liathcoft  the  Province  at  lead 
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IMust  beg  the  Readers  Indulgence  a  little  longer? 
while  I  confider  the  Remedy  propofed  by  the  Writer 
ot  thefe  Pamphlets  for  the  pretended  Difeafes  of  this 
Province.  Ftom  hence  the  Reader  will  conceive  an 
adequate  Idea  of  the  Man  and  his  Principles,  the  Weak- 
nefs  of  his  Head,  and  the  Wickednefs  of  his 
Heart. 

In  his  Brief  State  p.  ^  9,  he  obferves  that,  cc  de(- 
<c  perate  as  the  Cafe  is  here,  a  Remedy  in  England  is 
£‘  eafy;  let  t^re  Parliament  but  make  a  Law  to  the  fol- 
<c  lowing  Effed  *  to  oblige  all  thofe  who  fit  in  Affem- 
tc  bly,  to  take  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  to  hisMajeftv, 
tc  and  perhaps  a  Tell;  or  Declaration,  that  they  will 
t£  not  refufe  to  defend  their  Country  againft  all  his 

Majefty’s  Enemies.”  By  this  he  propofes  effectually 
to  exclude  the  Quakers  from  their  indubitable  Right, 
of  being  chofen  as  Reprefentatives  of  the  People;  that 
when  they,  who  have  fo  long  promoted  the  Good, 
and  maintained  the  Liberty  of  this  Province,  are  re¬ 
moved,  the  Creatures  of  Proprietary  Power,  mgy  fuc- 
ceed  in  their  Room,  and  with  more  Eafe,  enflave  the 
Inhabitants,  and  prey  on  the  Vitals  of  their  Country* 
But  how  loft  to  Modefty,  and  Common  Senfe  muft 
this  Author  be,  to  propofe  a  Scheme  fo  unjuft  and  ar¬ 
bitrary  to  the  Patrons  of  Liberty,  a  Brit  if  Par¬ 
liament  1 
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iiament !  Could  his  -Vanity  prompt  him  to  imagine 
that  either  his  Rhetoric ,  or  his  Logic  could  millead 
them  from  the  Paths  of  Jtiftice,  fo  far  as  to  deprive 
hear  44000  Inhabitants  of  a  Right,  with  which  the 
Laws  of  their  Country  and  Conftitution  endue  them? 
Could  he  be  fo  vain  as  to  imagine  they  would,  upoie 
his  crude  Suggeftions;  deprive  the  Quakers,  who  have 
been  always  found  an  affectionate  and  a  loyal  People, 
of  thofe  Privileges,  for  which  they  left  their  native 
Land,  and  fettled  in  a  favage  uncultivated  Defart  ?  that 
they  would  wreli  the  legislative  Power,  out  of  the 
Hands  of  thofe  who  had  iiever  mifapplied  it,  but,  oil 
the  Contrary*  whofe  prudent  Management  had  ren¬ 
dered  this  Province,  without  the  leaft  Expence  to  the 
Britijh  Nation,  for  its  Felicity,  Wealth,  Opulence; 
arid  Commerce;  the  admiration  of  Europe  *,  and  all 
to  enable  his  Mailers,  to  enflave  the  Country  ? 

He  is  farther  for  “  fulpending  to  the  Germing 
<«  their  Right  of  voting  till  they  have  (Efficient  Know- 
«  ledge  of  our  Language;  and  ConftitutioR.”  Thar 
this  Provifion  is  equally  reafonable  with  the  fonher, 
I  grant  *,  for  Nothing  can  be  more  unreafonablc  than 
both.  It  was  that  promifmg  Afped  of  Liberty,  for 
which  Rennfylvanict  Was  fo  renowned,  that  induced 
tht  Germans  to  tranfplant  their  ElUtes  arid  Families 
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jfito  this  Colony  •,  how  ungenerous,  how  unjuft  there¬ 
fore  would  it  be,  to  defraud  thefc  People  of  thofe  Ad¬ 
vantages  and  Privileges,  they  were  made  to  expetft, 
ind  had  a  Right  to  enjoy  •,  and  among  others,  rhofe 
of  voting,  and  being  voted,  for  Reprefentatives,  I 
leave  any  Man  who  has  lefs  Partiality,  than  this  Au¬ 
thor,  to  determine.  This  Scheme  is  full  as  political,  as 
it  is  rational  and  juft‘s  fordcubtlels,  whenever  it  is  our 
Cafe  to  fee  it  accomplifhed,  thefe  Quakers,  and  thefe 
Germans ,  will  feek  a  Country  more  juft  and  more  hof- 
pitable  than  this,  and  leave  our  Pamphleteer  and  his 
Party,  to  rule  the  remaining  three  Tenths  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  at  their  Pleafure  and  Difcretion. 

The  other  Parts  of  his  Syftem,  are  of  a  Piece  with 
the  forementioned,  all  equally  abfiird  and  chymerical. 
He  would,  it  feems,  have  thefe  People  <e  inftru<fted  in 
«  the  Nature  of  free  Government  by  Proteftant  Mi- 
«  nifters,  and  S.hool-Mafters.’’  Thus  we  find  Re^ 
ligion  is  to  give  Way  to  Politics*  tho’,  in  my  humble 
Opinion  it  would  be  much  better,  and  more  to  the  E- 
molument  of  the  Public,  if  every  Minifterwould  ftick 
to  his  Bible,  and  every  Schoolmafter  to  his  Grammar 4 
But  we  may  guefs  what  this  worthy  Gentleman  means 
by  free  Government,  from  the  extraordinary  Remedy 
fig  hath  propofed  it  is  a  Government  wherein  the 

dfablifhcd 
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eftablifhed  Rights  of  the  People  may  be  violated  to 
fetve  the  Ends  of  Avarice  or  Ambition.  In  which  this 
Author  and  his  Party  may  arbitrarily  dired  what  Man¬ 
ner  of  Ufage,  what  Rights,  and  fhare  of  Property 
the  Germans  and  Quakers  fhall  have.  A  Government 
in  which  they  may  at  Will  iflue  forth  their  Edids, 
trample  upon  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  and  infringe 
both  the  Royal  and  Proprietary  Charters.  Add  but  a 
(landing  Militia,  fubjed  to  the  incontroulablc  Power 
of  his  Patrons,  to  keep  thefe  Germans  and  Quakers 
in  Awe,  and  he  expeds  they  will  then  vote  as  direded, 
the  Freedom  of  Eledions  will  be  deftroyed,  our  Af- 
jfcmblics  either  abolifh’d,  or  made  obfequious  to  the 
Will  of  their  Superiors,  and  Liberty  and  Virrue  exift 
no  more  ? 

His  radicated  Mai  ice  towards  the  Germans ,  extends 
itfelf  (till  further,  he  would  mike  cc  all  Bonds,  Con- 
trads.  Wills,  and  other  Legal  Writings  void,  unlefs 
“  in  the  Entfifb  Tongue.”  Thus  would  all  Securities, 
Titles,  andContrads,  drawn  in  the  German  Language 
be  invalidated  •,  the  Eftates  and  Debts  of  the  Parties 
loft,  and  fo  themfelves  reduced  to  Poverty  and  Want. 

He  would’  alfo  have  it  ordained,  that  no  News- 
Paper,  Almanack,  “  or  any  other  Periodical  Paper, 

X  z  by 
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?f  whatever  Name  it  may  be  called,  be  printed  ©r  pit? 
ft  culated  in  a  foreign  Language. 

Now  upon  a  Review  of  this  extraordinary  Re-? 
medy,  how  arbitrary,  up  juft,  and  cruel  does  it  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  !  He  would  deprive,  according  to  his  own 
Computation,  154000  Perlons  of  their  Right  ro  re- 
prefent  the  People  in  Aflembly,  or  even  of  being 
themfelves  reprefented  °9  and  would  thus  fubjedt  them 

to  the  Obedience  and  Penalties  of  Laws,  to  which 
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they  never  confented,  and  in  the  making  of  which 
they  had  no  Share.  He  would  invalidate  and  annul 
Contracts,  authorized  by  the  Laws  of  our  Ccnftitu- 
tion,  to  the  infinite  Damage  and  Lofs  of  the  Contrac¬ 
tors,  who  are  one  half  of  the  People,  He  would 
fad  die  upon  the  Germans  eccleftaftical  Power  and  Au¬ 
thority,  under  the  whimfical  Pretence  of  having  them 
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taught  “  free  Government,  by  Proteftant  Minifters.’’ 
He  would  deprive  them  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  \ 
and,  for  ought  I  know,  even  that  of  reading  their. 
Bibles  ip  their  native  Tongue  ",  for  who  can  let  Bounds 
to  his  Malignity  ?  And  thus,  in  Fine,  would  he  eietft 
the  Edifice  of  Defpotifm  on  the  one  Hand,  and  of 

Yaffalage  op  the  other. 
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Such  then,  is  the  Scheme  he  has  the  Confidence  t» 
recommend  to  the  Britijh  Parliament',  a  Scheme  preg¬ 
nant  alike  with  Abfurdity,  andlnjuftice  :  Can  a  higher 
Indignity  be  poffibly  offered  thofe  glorious  Supporters, 
and  Lovers  of  Liberty  ?  Nay  more,  as  a  Mark,  no 
doubt  of  his  Attachment  to  the  prefent  happy  Efla- 
blifhment,  and  the  illuftrious  Family  upon  the  Throne, 
he  would  recommend  the  Execution  of  this  Scheme  to 
his  Majefty  himfelf,  a  Native  of  Germany ,  and  who  by 
his  Valour  and  Wifdom  refeued  the  Empire  from  French 
Slavery  and  Devaluation. 

And  now,  in  my  Turn,  I  would,  with  all  due  De¬ 
ference  to  my  Superiors,  beg  Leave  to  propofe  a  Re¬ 
medy  for  the  real  Maladies  of  this  Province.  The 
Fever  of  Ambition  and  a  Luft  of  Power,  have  long 
ravaged  our  Conftitution,  enfeebled  our  Laws,  and 
corrupted  our  Courts  of  Juftice  *,  our  Eftates  and  Pro¬ 
perties,  have  no  permanent  or  folid  Foundation  and 
Security  •,  illegal,  unconftitutional  Inftrudtions  are 
forced  upon  us  *,  and  have  obftru&ed  every  falutary 
Law,  and  every  rational  Meafure  concerted  for  our 
Defence,  in  Obedience  to  his  Majefty’s  gracious  Or¬ 
ders,  and  in  Conformity  to  the  firft  Law  of  Nature. 

•J'he  Affemblys  are  deprived  of  thofe  Liberties  and  Pri¬ 
vileges; 
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vileges  they  have  a  Right  to  by  Charter  and  as  Englifa 
men.  The  Judiciary  Offices  are  granted  in  filch  Mail, 
ner,  that  the  Peoples  Properties  are  rendered  precari¬ 
ous  and  infecure.  The  Proprietaries  no  longer  think 
themfelves  Subjeds,  but  claim  Powers  which  our  So¬ 
vereign  never  pretended  to,  Powers  of  direding  the 
Formation  of  Laws,  and  imperioufly  didating  to  a 
free  People,  They  feem  determined  to  accomplifh 
their  Purpofes,  or  to  facrifice  to  their  Ambition  one 
of  his  Majedy’s  mod  flourifhing  Colonies  on  the 
Continent. 


To  preferve  it  therefore,  from  the  Enemies  Hands,  and 
torcfcue  if  s  Inhabitants  from  the  Jaws  of  Proprietary 
Slavery,  ’tis  mod  humbly  propofed  that  our  Gracious 
Sovereign  would  affert  his  Claim  by  Virtue  of  a  for¬ 
mer  Contrad,  and  be  pleafed  to  take  his  affedionate 
and  faithful  Subjeds  here,  under  his  immediate  Go* 
vernment  and  Protedion  j  they  are  a  loyal,  well  af- 
feded  People*,  fincerely  attached  to  his  illudrious 
Family  and  Perfon,  and  all  of  them,  a  few  Proprie¬ 


tary  Dependents  only  excepted,  as  ardently  wifh  for 
fuch  a  happy  Change,  as  the  wearied  Pilgrim  for  his 
Journey’s  End.  To  fubmit  to  fuch  Indignities  and 
Oppreflion  is  mod  didant  from  their  Thoughts  they 
are  as  much  determined  to  be  free,  as  their  Proprie¬ 


taries 
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taries  arc  to  enflave  them  *,  and  they  can  hope  for  no 
other  Afylum  from  Slavery  and  Ruin,  than  his  Majefty’s 
aufpicious  Wing  and  Government,  where  they  may 
iepofe  in  Safety,  and  glory  in  the  Enjoyment  of  their 
antient  Rights  and  Privileges  in  Common  with  the 
reft  of  his  faithful  Subje&s. 


E  R  R  A  T  A, 


"p  A  G  E  71,  line  8,  for  remitting, ,  read  re-emit - 
ting,  ibid,  1.  24,  for  Them ,  r.  him.  p.  72, 

1.  6,  for  Them,  r.  him.  ditto,  1.  7*  P* *  I35'J 
the  Notes,  r.  1  ft.  G .  2 d.  p.  156,  1*  a,3>  tnfert 
of  after  Proof. 
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T  O  the  Foregoing  WORK. 


Copy  of  the  Eleventh  Article  of  the  Proprietary  Instructions. 

HEREAS  the  Intereft’  Money  arifing  from 
^  \,y  the  Loan  of  Bills  of  Credit  in  the  faid  Province, 
is  intended  by  us  and  the  Houfe  of  Reprcfenta- 
tatives  to  be  applied  for  the  Public  Service  of  the 
Province,  and  of  the  Inhabitants  thereof ;  and  fhould  there¬ 
fore,  under  the  Direction  of  the  fame  Power  that  raifes  ir, 
be  mod  carefully  applied  to  thofe  Purpofes,  as  a  greater  Se¬ 
curity  to  the  People  againft  Mifapplication  than  if  it  was  en~ 
trailed  only  to  one  Branch  of  the  Legiflaturc  ;  and  fuch 
was  the  antient  Pradtice  in  our  faid  Province.  You  fhall 
therefore  not  give  your  AfTent  to  any  Bill  or  Adi  of  Aflem- 
bly  for  the  Emitting  or  Re- emitting  and  Continuing  any 
Paper  Currency  or  Bills  of  Credit  in  the  faid  Province,  un- 
lefs  every  fuch  Bill  or  Adi  of  Aff.mbly  do  contain  one  or 
more  enafting  Claufes,  whereby  it  fhall  be  effediually  c- 
nadied,  that  the  Whole  of  the  Intereft  Money  to  accrue, 
arife and  become  payable,  from  the  Loan  of  all  fuch  Paper 
Currency  or  Bills  of  Credit  hereafter  to  be  iflued,  emitted, 
continued  or  re-emitted,  fhall  be  difpofed  of  only  to  the 
very  Purpofes  to  be  mentioned  and  expreffed  in  the  fame  Adi, 

in 
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in  fach  Cafes  where  the  Purpofes  may  conveniently  be  men* 
tioned  and  exprelTcd  therein  ;  or,  where  that  cannot  con¬ 
veniently  be  done,  then  to  fuch  Purpofes  only  as  (hall  be  men¬ 
tioned  and  exprefled  in  feme  future  Ad  of  the  Governor  and 
Aflemb'y,  or  in  fome  future  Vote  or  Refolution  of  ,  flfem- 
b!y,  approved  of  and  ligned  by  the  Governor  or  Commander 
in'  Chief  of  the  (aid  Province  for  rhe  Time  being.  And 
whereas  there  is  the  fame  good  Reafon  for  fecuring  to  the 
Ufeof  the  Inhabitants  any  Monies  raifed  on  them  by  Ex- 
eife  or  any  other  Method,  you  fhall  not  give  your  AfTcntto 
any  Law  for  prolonging  the  prefent  Fxcife,  or  laying  any 
other  Excife,  or  railing  any  Money  on  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  faid  Province  of  Pennfylvania,  unjefs  there  be  the  lijce  e- 
nading  Ciaufe,  that  all  Money  axifing  from  the  faid  Excile 
or  other  Dut  e>,  fhall  be  dilpolcd  of  only  to  the  very  Purpoler 
to  be  mentioned  and  exprefled  in  the  fame  Ad,  in  fuch  Ca¬ 
fes  where  the  Purpofes  ma  .  conveniently  be  mentioned  and 
exprelTcd  therein j  or,  where  that  cannot  conveniently  be 
done,  then  to  fuch  Purpofes  only  as  lhall  be  mentioned  and 
expired  in  fome  future  Ad  of  the  Governor  and  AlTembly, 
or  in  lome  future  Vote  or  Refolution  of  AlTembly,  approved 
of  and  figned  by  the  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  faid  Province  for  the  Time  being. 

A  true  Copy ,  compared  with  the  Original ,  by 
Richard  Peters,  Secretary. 

COP  rot  the  twelfth  Article  of  the  Proprietary  Instructions. 

WHEREAS  by  an  Ad  of  AlTembly  palfcd  in  the  faid 
Province,  in  the  Twelfth  Year  of  his  Majcfty**  Rc  gn,  in- 
muled,  An  AM  for  re-printing,  whanging,  and  re- emitting  all 

the 
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the  Billt  of  Credit  of  this  Prn/ince ,  and  for  Jfriking  the  further 
Sum  of  Eleven  Thoufand  One  Hundred  and  Ten  Pounds,  and 
Five  Shillings,  to  be  emitted  upon  Loan,  the  Paper  Bills  or 
Bills  of  Credit  of  the  faid  Province  amounted  unto  Fourfcore 
Thoufand  rounds ,  Proclamation  Money,  or  thereabouts ;  and 
altho*  a  reafonable  and  moderate  Quantity  of  Paper  Money, 
or  Bills  of  Credit  in  the  faid  Province,  tends  greatly  to  the 
Service  and  Benefit  of  the  faid  Province  and  its  Inhabitants, 
as  well  as  to  the  Trade  of  Great- Britain,  yet  the  Making, 
Emi.tiug,  or  Continuing  too  large  a  Quantity  thereof,  has, 
in  other  Colonies,  and  would  in  the  faid  Province  be  preju¬ 
dicial,  and  would  greatly  affeft  the  Exchange  and  Trade  of 
the  faid  Province  :  And  whereas  it  hath  been  reprefented  to 
us,  that  it  will  be  of  Advantage  to  the  Trade  of  the  faid 
Province,  to  re-emit  and  continue  the  faid  Fourfcore  thoufand 
Pounds ,  and  even  to  enlarge  and  encreafe  the  Qiant.ity  of 
Paper  Money,  you  are  therefore  diligently  and  carefully  to 
enquire,  whether  it  is  neceflary,  and  will  be  convenient,  to 
re-emit  the  faid  Fourfcore  Thoufand  Pounds  ;  and  alfo,  whether 
it  is  really  neceflary  to  create  and  iffiie  a^y  further  Sura  in 
Paper  Currency  or  Bills  of  Credit  in  the  faid  Province  :  And 
in  cafe,  upon  your  beft  Enquiry,  you  fhall  find  it  to  be  really 
convenient  and  neceflary,  and  of  Advantage  to  the  faid  Pro¬ 
vince,  then,  but  in  no  other  Cafe,  you  may  pafs  and  give 
your  Aflent  to  any  Aft  or  APts  of  Aflembly  in  the  faid  Pro¬ 
vince,  for  re-emitting  or  continuing  the  faid  Fourjcore  Thou- 
/and  Pounds  for  fuch  Time  as  you  fhall  judge  proper;  and 
alfo  for  railing  and  ifluing  any  further  Sum  or  Sums  in  Pa¬ 
per  Currency  or  Bills  of  Credit  which  you  fhall  think  ne¬ 
ceflary,  not  to  exceed  the  fum  of  Forty  Thoufand  Pounds ,  Pro¬ 
clamation 
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elataation  Money.  Always  provided,  that  on  every  fucH . 
Bill,  ftridt  Regard  be  had  to  our  foregoing  Inftrudtion, 
dumber  Eleven,  as  to  the  Difpofal  of  all  the  Imereft  to  a- 
rife  from  fuch  Paper  Money  fo  to  be  re-emitted  or  continued! 
or  to  be  new  raifed  or  hided.  And  alio  provided,  that  in 
the  very  Adis  for  re-emitting,  continuing  or  ifluing  fuch 
Paper  Currency,  or  in  fome  other  diftindt  A dt  or  Adts  paf- 
fed  at  the  fame  Time,  ic  be  effedtually  enadted,  that  all  Rents 
and  Quitrents  in  the  faid  Province,  due,  or  to  be  due  and 
payable  to  the  Proprietaries  for  the  Time  being,  be  always 
paid  according  to  the  Rate  of  Exchange,  at  the  Times  of 
Payment,  between  the  Cities  of  Philadelphia  and  London,  or 
feme  other  fufficient  Provifion  be  enadted  in  Lieu  thereof, 
in  as  cffedtual  a  Manner  as  was  done  by  a  feparate  Adt  at  the 
Time  when  the  faid  Adt  of  the  Twelfth  Year  of  His  Ma- 
je fly’s  Reign  was  pafled. 

i  "  '  .  r  ' 

A  true  Copy,  compared  with  the  Original ,  by 
R.ichard  Peters,  Secretary. 

COPY  cf  the  7 wenty-frft  Article  of  the  Proprietary  Instrucions 

WHERE  AS,  from  the  firft  Settlement  of  the  faid  Province, 
feveral  Adts  of  AfTemb’y  have  from  Time  to  Time  been  paf- 
ied  for  railing  Provincial  Taxes;  in  all  which,  as  well 
■when  the  Government  was  (for  fome  Time)  in  the  Hands  of 
toe  Crown,  as  when  executed  by  Commillion  from  our  lata 
Father,  theEdatesof  the  Proprietary  himfelf,  and,  in  fome 
of  the  faid  Adts,  thole  of  his  Children,  and  Deputies  alfo, 
were  exempted  from  paying  towards  luch Taxes  ;  over  and" 
bchdes  which  Exemption,  feveral.  Adts  were  palled,  giving 
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t«  the  Paid  Proprietary  a  Support,  by  Duties  and  other  Im. 
pofitions,  as  may  appear,  on  Examination  of  the  feveral  Adtj 
of  Aff  mb!y.  And  whereas,  it  ce  the  Expiration  of  thofe 
former  Laws,  no  Aid  hath  ev£r  been  granted  by  the  Aflem- 
bly  to  us,  as  Proprietaries,  notwithftanding  which,  we  have 
on  feveral  Occafions  {hewn  our  Regard  to  the  Public  Ser¬ 
vice  of  the  faid  Province,  by  vo’u  .tat  ily  and  chearfully  ex¬ 
pending  feveral  confide r.ibie  Sums  of  our  Money  for  the  Ad¬ 
vancement  thereof,  alth®’  no  Provincial  Tax  hath  been  laid 
upon  the  People  wi  hin  our  Time,  for  any  Purpofe  what- 
foever,  until  the  laft  Year  ;  fo  that  as  we  had  noReafon  to 
fufpedt  that  the  AfTemb’y  of  the  faid  Province  would  deviate 
fo  much  from  the  former  Ufage,  as  to  pretend  by  any  A6t 
of  theirs  to  charge  our  Eftates  in  the  faid  Province,  with 
the  Burthen  of  any  Taxes,  we  had  not  therefore  given  to 
your  PredecefTbr  any  particular  lnftrudtions  on  that  Head. 
And  whereas  the  Affembly  of  the  faid  Province,  taking  Oc- 
cafton  of  the  Troubles  in  America ,  to  reprefent  us  in  a  very 
tintrue  Light,  as  if  we  were  unwilling  toaflift  the  Public,  by 
contributing  towards  the  Defence  of  the  Country,  though 
no  Application  had  ever  once  been  made  to  either  of  us  for 
that  Purpofe,  did,  in  the  laft  Year,  prepare  and  fend  up  to 
our  Lieutenant  Governor,  a  Bill  of  a  moft  unjuft  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  Nature  and  Import,  intituled,  An  M  for  raijing 
Fifty  Thoufand  Pounds  for  the  King's  Ufe ,  by  a  <Iax  of  T wel  ve- 
pence  per  Pound ,  WFwerty  Shillings  per  Head,  yearly  for 
two  Tears ,  on  all  the  Eflates  real  and  ptrfonal ,  and  Parables 
within  this  Province.  By  which  Bill,  if  was  propofed  ro  be 
enacted,  That  there  fhouid  be  levied  and  raifed,  upon  all  the 
Eftates,  real  and  per fonal,  within  the  faid  Province,  of  all 
'  '  and 
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and  every  Per fon  and  Per fons,  the  Effates  of  us  the  Proprie* 
tar ies  not  excepted,  the  Sum  of  twelve-pence  for  every  Pound 
clear  Value  of  the  fame,  yearly  for  the  Space  of  two  Years, 
to  be  paid  by  the  Owners  or  PofTcffors  thereof;  and  that  all 
located  and  unimproved  Lands  Ihould  be  rated  according  to 
their  Situation  and  Value,  at  any  Prices  not  exceeding  Fif- 
tcen  Pounds,  nor  under  Five  Pounds,  for  every  Hundred  Acres 
of  fuch  unimproved  Land  ;  and  that  Part  of  fuch  Land 
(hould  be  fold  to  difeharge  fuch  Tax,  in  Cafe  the  Owners 
of  the  fame,  or  fame  Perfon  for  them,  negle&ed  or  refufed 
to  pay  the  Rates  aflefled  thereon  ;’and  that  the  CommifTioners 
and  Afl’efljrs  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia  /hould  acquaint 
themfelvcs  with,  and  procure  the  Amount,  as  near  as  they 
were  able,  of  our  Eftatein  Quit-rents  throughout  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  and  thereupon  aflefs  and  tax  the  fame,  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  other  Effates  were  afftfled  and  taxed  in  the  ref- 
peftive  Counties,  by  Virtue  of  that  Bill.  And  whereas  there 
are  many  other  Ways  of  railing  a  Tax  of  Fifty  tboufand 
Pounds  in  the  faid  Province,  without  reforting  to  a  Land 
Tax  for  that  Purpofe  ;  but  if  a  Land  Tax  was  neceflarv  for 
the  Railing  any  Supply,  it  /hould  be  founded  on  Juftice,  and 
conformable  to  the  Royal  Charter,  be  confonant  to  Reafon, 
and  not  repugnant  or  contrary,  but  as  near  as  conveniently 
may  be,  agreeable  to  the  Laws,  Statutes  and  Rights  of  the 
Kingdom  of  England ;  but  the  faid  Bill  was  framed  lo  contrary 
to  Juftice,  and  Laws  of  the  fame  Kind  in  this  Kingdom, 
that  by  it  One  Shilling  in  the  Pound,  for  two  Years,  was  laid 
on  the  whole  Value  in  Fee-limple  of  every  Eftate,  which, 
fuppofing  the  fame  computed  at  Twenty  ft  oc  Years  Pur- 
chafe  only,  is  a  Charge  of  a  Quarter  Part  more  than  the 
whole  groft  Rent,  without  allowing  for  any  Charges  or  Re-? 
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pair*  ;  a  Tax  which  never  wasl>id,  nor  can  pofllbly  be  paid 
in  any  Country  ;  a  Parc  cf  the  Eftate  only  being  taken  for 
the  Preltrvation  of  the  Whole;  nor  was  fo  heavy  a  Tax 
neceflary  to  be  laid  in  Pennfyivania  foe  raiding  the  Sum  of 
Fifty  *1  heufand  Pounds :  For  it  that  Tax  had  been  truly  and 
fully  aflefied  and  paid,  it  mud  haveamountedtomany  Time* 
that  Sum  ;  but  the  Laying  fuch  a  large  nominal  Tax,  ap¬ 
pears  to  us  to  have  been  mod  unjuftly  calculatec  for  the  Pur- 
pofc  of  putting  it  in  the  Power  of  Perfons,  wholly  chofea 
by  the  People,  to  tax  our  Eftates  up  to  the  full  Value  therein 
mentioned,  and  to  cafe  other  Perfons,  by  taxing  them  fo 
lightly,  as  only  to  make  up  the  Refidue  that  might  be  want¬ 
ed  to  complete  the  Fifty  Zhou  find  Pounds  ;  in  which  Cafe  the 
Perfons  chofen  by  the  People  might  have  laid  by  much  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  Burden  upon  our  Eftates  alone,  which, 
by  former  Ufage,  had  never  been  taxed  at  all.  And  where¬ 
as  the  Laying  of  Taxes  on  the  real  Value  of  the  Fee  fimple, 
and  not  on  the  yearly  Income  of  Eftates,  and  upon  unim¬ 
proved  Lands,  which  yield  no  annual  Profit  cr  Rent  to  the 
Owner,  and  the  Sale  of  the  Land  itfelf,  and  the  Inheritance 
thereof,  for  Payment  of  the  Tax  impofed  thereon,  appear 
to  us  highly  unreafonablc,  and  not  to  be  the  Pradiiee  in 
Gnat  Britain ,  and  no  way  agreeable,  but  quite  contrary  to 
the  Laws  and  Statutes  of  this  Kingdom  :  And  whereas,  upon 
the  bed  Enquiries  we  have  made,  we  cannot  find  that  tha 
Quitrents  referved  to  the  Crown,  or  to  the  Propiietarics, 
in  any  other  of  the  American  Colonies,  have  ever  been  taxed 
towaids  the  Railing  any  Supplies  granted  in  thofe  Colonies; 
and  indeed  thefe  (Quitrents  are  generally  fo  fmall,  that  little 
•r  no  Land  Tax  would  be  due  or  payable  on  them  if  anting 
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irt  Great- Britain,  where  Land  Tax  A6ts  are  annually  pafled4 
and  the  Grantees  and  Owners  of  fuch  Farms  and  Plantations 
on  which  fuch  very  fmall  Quitrentsor  Acknowledgments  are 
referved  to  us,  do,  in  cafe  of  a  Land  Tax,  pay  Tax  for  the 
Value  ot  fuch  their  faid  Farms :  And  whereas  our  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Governor  propofed  to  the  AlTembly,  to  exception  ex¬ 
empt  our  Eftates  out  of  the  Tax  to  he  raifed  by  the  fai &  Fifty 
*7 heufand  Pound  Bill,  which  they  refilling  to  do,  he  never 
gave  his  Aflent  to  the  faid  Bill,  but  acquainted  the  AfLmbly 
(as  the  Truth  was)  that  we  were  io  far  from  defirtng  not  to 
contribute  to  the’  Defence  and  Support  of  His  Majefty’s 
Rights  and  Dominions,  that  immediately,  on  .the  full  Notice 
fent  us  of  the  Defeat  of  General  Braddoek,  we  had  fent  over 
an  Order  upon  our  Receiver  General,  top:  y  out  of  the  Ar¬ 
rears  on  our  Quitrents  the  Sum  of  Five  <[ houfand  Pounds,  as  a 
free  Gift,  towards  the  Defence  of  the  faid  Province  ;  defiring 
at  the  fame  Time,  that  all  Difputes  might  be  laid  affde,  and 
that  the  Governor  and  Aft'embly  would  join  together  in  Mea- 
lures  to  oppofe  the  common  Enemy,  And  whereas  we  be¬ 
lieve,  that  fuch  Five  *7  houfand;  Pounds,  fo  by  us  given,  was 
about  Twenty  Times  more  than  the  Tax  upon  all  our  Etiate 
there,  if  truly  and  proportionably  rated,  according  to  all 
other  Perfons  Eftatcs  in  the  faid  Province,  could  amount  to 
towards  railing  a  Sum  of  Fifty  *1 heufand  Pounds  i  And  where¬ 
as  the  Affembly  afterwards  prepared  and  fent  up  to  the  faid 
Lieutenant  Governor  another  Bill,  intituled.  An  ATI  for 
granting  the  Sum  of  Sixty  Thoufand  Pounds  to  the  King’s  Ufet 
and  for  Jlriking  Fifty- five  Thoufand  Pounds  thereof  in  Bills  of 
Credit,  and  to  provide  a  Fund  for  Jlriking  the  fame,  whereby  they 
propofed  to  enadt,  that  there  fhould  be  levied  upon  all  the 
Rftates,  Real  and  Ferfdntfl,  within  that  Province,  of  all  and 

every 
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every  Perfon  and  Perfons  (our  Eftates  only  excepted,  in  Con* 
ftderation  of  our  free  Gift  herein  before  and  in  the  faid  Bill 
afterward  mentioned)  the  Sum  of  Six-pence  for  every  Pound, 
clear  Value  of  the  faid  Eftates  yearly  forthe  Space  of  four 
Years  ;  and  alfo,  that  ail  located  and  unimproved  Lands  in 
the  faid  Province  fhould  be  rated  in  fuch  Manner,  and  at 
fuch  Values,  as  has  been  propofed  in  the  faid  former  Bill; 
and  that  Part  of  fuch  Lands  fhould  be  fold,  in  cafe  of  Ne- 
gieft  or  Refufai  to  pay  the  Tax  thereon  :  And  whereas  His 
Majefty’s  Service,  and  the  Defence  of  the  faid  Province, 
then  requiring  Money  to  be  immediately  raifed,  and  our  faid 
Lieutenant  Governor  not  being  provided  with  our  particular 
Inftrutbions  relating  to  any  fuch  Bill,  heafTented  to  the  fame 
in  the  Month  of  November  laft  ;,and  when  the  faid  Act  was 
fent  over  hither  forthe  Approbation  of  His  Majefty,  we, 
tendering  as  we  ought  to  do,  the  then  Exigency  of  Affairs, 
and  the  Neceflicy  of  an  immediate  Supply  for  His 
Majefty ’s  Service,  did  not  make  any  Application  to  His  Ma- 
jelly  for  His  Royal  Difallowance  of  the  faid  Aft,  as  w£ 
fhould  have  done  at  another  Time,  and  on  a  iefs  Occafion is 
And  whereas  the  faid  AfLmbly,  in  order  to  raife  the  faid 
Tax,  had,  by  both  their  faid  Bills,  appointed  CommifTioners 
and  Affiffors  (Perfons  chofen  by  the  People  only,  and  not 
any  one  of  them  by  us)  and  thofe  but  very  few  in  Number,’ 
toaflefs  or  fix  the  Quota’s,  which  each  Eftate  fhould  pay; 
which  Perfons,  it  ever  fo  well  difpofed  to  act  fairly  and  up¬ 
rightly  therein,  can  have  no  Knowledge  of  the  true  Value 
of  all  the  feveral  Eftates  to  be  taxed,  and  yet  arc  made  final 
and  abfolute  Judges  without  Appeal,  what  Sam  each  Eftate 
fliall  pay  towards  raifingthe  fai-d  Tax  ;  whereby,  and  by  lay- 
tog  fo  great  a  Tax,  to  raife  fo  final!  a  Sum,  fuch  Perfons  may 
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have  it  in  their  Power  to  commit  great  Irregularities,  in  tart* 
ing  fome  Eftates  to  their  utmoft  Value,  and  eating  others, 
which  would  be  unequal  and  unjuft,  we  having  been  in¬ 
formed,  that  in  affefling  the  ordinary  County  Levies  on  the 
like  Plan  with  that  whereon  the  faid  Bills  were  formed, 
many  Pei fons,  inftead  of  being  rated  to  their  full  Worth, 
were  not  rated  at  one  Fifth  Part  of  their  fuppofed  Worth  ; 
And  whereas  the  faid  Aflembly  appear  to  us  to  have  been  in¬ 
clined  not  only  to  load  and  burden  our  Eftates  with  Taxes  by 
their  Authority,  diredtly  contrary  to  former  Ufage,  but 
even  to  charge  the  fame  difproportionably,  and  in  an  une¬ 
qual  Manner,  in  order  to  eafe  the  Eftates  of  others,  which 
is  a  Meafure  we  are  by  no  Means  willing  to  confent  to  :  And 
as  the  prefent  Invafion  of  His  Majefty’s  American  Dominions 
may  make  it  neceflury  to  raife  further  Supplies  for  His  Ser¬ 
vice  in  our  faid  Province,  the  Aflembly  may  hereafter  pro 
pofe  and  offer  Bills  or  Adts  of  Aflembly,  to  lay  addicional 
Taxes  on  real  Eftates  there  ;  You  are  therefore  hereby  re¬ 
quired  and  diredted,  not  to  give  your  Aftent  to  any  Bill  or 
Add  of  Aflembly  of  that  Sorr,  unlefs  the  Adt  be  made  to 
continue  for  one  /ingle  Year  only,  and  no  longer  ;  nor  un¬ 
lefs  the  fame  ba  made  as  agreeable  as  poflible  to  the  general 
Tenor  of  the  Adts  of  Parliament  annually  paffed  tor  raifing 
the  Land  Tax  in  that  Part  of  Great- Britain  called  England 
(efpecially  by  laying  the  Tax,  with  refpedt  to  real  Eftates, 
r,pon  the  particular  Houfes  or  Lands,  in  the  refpective  Coun¬ 
ties  or  Diftridts,  by  whieh  the  Rate  of  k  may  at  any  Time 
be  feen  J  nor  unlefs  the  Tax,  as  to  real  Eftates,  be  laid  upon 
the  true  annual  Rent  or  yearly  Value  only  (Inch  yearly  Va¬ 
lue,  where  Pei  fons  occupy  their  own  Lands  or  Houfes,  to 
fee  afeertained  infomc  fuch  Manner  as  herein  after  mentioned) 

and 
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and  nor  upon  the  real  Value  of  the  Fee-fimple  of  the  real 
Eftate  ;  nor  unlefs  tjhe  Tax,  as  to  perfonal  Eftate,  be  laid 
upon  the  annual  Intereft  or  Profit,  and  not  upon  the  whole 
Capital  thereof ;  nor  unlefs  the  whole  Method  of  Affeffing, 
Collecting  and  Paying  in  of  the  fame,  be  particularly  and 
fpecially  laid  down  in  the  Body  of  fuch  Bill  or  A6t  itfelf, 
and  not  by  Reference  to  any  ocher  Bill  or  Aft  ;  nor  unlefs, 
in  order  that  fuch  Bill  or  ACt  may  be  founded  in  equal  Juf-  ■ 
tice,  there  be  effectual  Claufes  therein  to  afeertain  the  true 
and  real  Rent  or  yearly  Value  of  every  Eftate  in  Land  or 
Houfes  in  the  Province  ,  Firlt,  by  having  a  good  Number  of 
the  mod  conffderable  Inhabitants  out  of  every  Townfhip  in 
the  feveral  Counties  inierted  in  the  Bill  as  Commiffioners  ; 
fuch  Com miffioners,  before  they  aCt,  to  be  folemnly  fworn, 
or  affirmed,  to  do  impartial  Juftice,  and  to  have  Power  in 
them  to  cite  and  compel  to  appear  and  be  fworn  or  affirmed 
before  them,  all  Tenants  and  other  Perfons,  in  order  to  dif- 
cover  what  Rents  are  really  and  truly  paid,  in  Cafes  where 
Lands  or  Houfes  are  Iett  out  at  Rack  Rents;  and  in  other 
Cafes,  or  where  Perfons  occupy  their  own  Land,  or  refide 
in  their  own  Houfes,  the  Commiffioners  to  have  Power  to 
enquire  hy  the  Means  aforefaid,  or  by  any  other  lawful  and 
rcafonabls  Ways  and  Means,  what  the  Inheritance  of  fuch 
Lands  and  Houfes  is  worth  to  be  fold  at  the  utmoft,  and  then 
toeftimatc  and  tax  fuch  Houfes  and  Lands  as  of  the  yearly 
Value  of  fo  much  as  the  Intereft  of  fuch  Sum,  at  the  low  Rate 
cff7 bree  Pkunds  per  Centum  per  Annum,  amounts  to  ;  nor  unlefs 
all  occupied  and  unimproved  Lands  whatfeever,  and  alfo  all 
our  Quitrents  in  the  faid  Province  be  expreftly  excepted  and 
exempted  from  fuch  Tax  ;  But  in  cafe  the  Afl’embly  ffiall  pro^ 
pole  to  raife  Supplies  by  a  Land  Tax  Bill,  and  lich  Billfliall 

‘  If 
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he  clear  of  every  the  foregoing  Obj<afi>*s  or  Prohibit™ 
and  lhall  not  contain  any  Tar  further  than  after  the  Rate  of 

o»«  mum,  9m,. 9k«>  ?r  «  the  utmofl  f“r sii"T “ 

,h=  P.WJ,  for  any  one  Year,  upon  the  annual  Rent  or  year¬ 
ly  Value  to  be  afcertainedasaforefald,  of  Houfes,  Land, 
or  Tenements,  in  the  faid  province  ,  and  alfo  to  tax  perforal 
Eftates  in  the  faid  Province,  fubjecT  to  the  foregoing  Regula- 
tions ;  then,  and  in  fuel)  Cafe,  you  may  give  your  Aflent  to 

the  fame,  if  you  think  the  fame  a  reasonable,  juft  and  necef- 
farv  Bill  in  all  other  Refpeds.  Apd  you  fhall  take  Care, 
that  every  fuch  Bill  or  Aft,  which  you  ilia!  1  affent  to,  (hall 
contain  Claufes  for  the  Tenants  of  real  Eftates  paying  fuch 
Tax,  and  deducing  the  fame  out  of  the  yearly  Rent  payable 

to  the  Landlord,  provided  fuch  yearly  Rent  amounts  to  thcr 

Sum  of  twenty  Shilling  and  upwards,  according  to  the  1 
for  laying  a  Land  Tax  in  England,  and  Claufes  for  Diftrefs 
upon  any  Matters  qiftrainable,  'being  upon  the  taxed  Pre- 
mifes  ;  but  no  Claufe  or  Power  to  diftrain  or  fell  the  Houfe 
or  Land  itfelf,  or  any  Pan  thereof,  in  any  Cafe,  for  Salts- 
fadion  of  the  Tax  ;  and  unlefs  fuch  Claufes  be  inferted, 
you  fhall  not  give  your  Affent  to  any  fuch  Bill  or 
Ad.  And  whereas  we  are,  ard  always  have  been,  moft 
rejidy  and  willing  to  bear  a  juft  Proportion  along  with  our 
Tenants  in  any  neceffary  Tax  for  the  Defence  of  the  .aid 
Province,  which  fhall  be  equally  laid  upon  the  Lands  of  the 
Inhabitants,  and  alfo  upon  any  of  our  Manners  or  Lands, 
which  are  adually  lett  out  on  Leafes,  cither  for  Lives  or 
Y.ars,  as  being  Eftates  in  feme  Degree  like  to.  thofe  of  which 
1  the  Inhabitants  are  po$fled  ;  therefore  you  are  at  Liberty 
to  give  your  Confent  to  any  reafonable  Bill  or  Ad  for  that 
purple,  provided  the  Tax  to  be  paid  for  iuch  our  laft  men- 
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.ioncd  Elfates  (hall  be  payable  by  the  Tenants  and  Occupier,, 

Uo  flu.II  deduft  the  fame  out  of  the  Rents  W**  by  £» 

’  ’  And  you  (hall  not  confent  to  any  Bill  or  Adt 

°„inf,  the  Fine  or  Purchafe.  Monies,  tube  paid  to  us  by  any 
Perfon,  on  Purchafe  from  us  of  any  Elf  ate,  in  Fe=-limp  > 

f  r  if,  ,  Lives,  as  thc  Tax  is  to  be  laid  on  the  Land  , 
anifthc  Taring  the  Money  paid  for  the  Purchafe  of  the 
Lands,  or  of  a  Freehold  or  Inheritance  there,,,,  would  be 

" R- 

when  it  amounts  to  abdye  **«*%£*%%£ 
Refidue  of  the  Tax  for  fuch  Land  bei  D  P  1 

chafer- 

4  *V  »•  • 

•J  true  Copy,  compared  with  the  Original,  hy 
Richard  Peters,  Secretary. 
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RETORT  of  the  Committee  on  the \ 

Above  InftrucUons. 

..  »  *  • 

—  he  Preamble  to  the  Eleventh  Inltrudion  fets  forth 

“  That  the  Ir.urtfi  Monti  ariftng  (rom  the  Loan  of 

<<  Bills  of  Credit  in  this  Province,  was  intended  by  the  Pro- 

.<  prietaries,  and  the  Houfe  of  Reprelentatives,  tobeap- 

..  plied  for  the  Public  Service  of  the  Prov.nce,  and  of  the 

..  Inhabitants  thereof,  and  ihoul<»  therefore,  under  the  Ol, 

i,  ieftion  ol  the  feme  Power  that  raifes  it,  be  moil  carefully 
*»  •  "  ■  applied 
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^  applied  to  thofe  Purpofes,  as  a  greater  Security  to  the 
rt  People  againft  Mifapplications,  than  if  it  was  intruded  on- 
tr  Iy  to  one  Branch  of  the  Legiflature  ;  and  fuch  was  the 
“  ancient  Prattire  in  their  faid  Province.”  That  the  In- 
tcreft  Money  was  intended  to  be  applied  for  the  Public  Service 
cd  the  Province,  and  of  the  Inhabitants  thereof,  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  right;  but  that  it  was  ever  the  “  Praaice,”  or 
that  there  was  ever  even  a  fingie  Inftance  of  the  Proprie¬ 
taries  or  their  Deputies  having  a  Vote  in  the  Application  of 
the  Intereft  Money,  we  mud  abfolutcly  deny.  Their  Confent 
to  the  Difpofition  is  not  required  in  any  of  our  Loan  Adis 
from  the  Beginning  to  this  Day,  the  cpnftant  Tenor  of  thofe  ' 
Laws  being,  that  the  “  Intcrefl:  Money  ihall  be  difpofedof 
“  as  the  A  {Terribly  of  this  Province  {hall  from  Time  to  Time 
«  order  and  direct.  ”  Their  Confenr  was  never  asked,  unlefs 
in  the  Acceptance  of  Prefcnts  made  them  cut  of  that  Intereft, 

Vi fifcn  could  not  be  forced  on  them  without  their  Confent ; 
and  that  Kind  of  Application  they  have  indeed  been  gra- 

csoufly  pleated  to  confent  to  from  Time  to  Time,  to  the  A- 

' 

Blount  of  aoove  thirty ^Thoufand  Pounds  given  to  thcmfelves 
out  of  that  Fund  and  the  Excite.  If  this  was  a  “  Mifappli- 
cation,”  and  we  know  of  no  other,  the  Power  they  contend 
for  would  not  have  prevented  it  ;  for  \is  fcarce  probabl* 
they  Snuld  ever  difapprove  or  refufe  to  fign  A&s,  or  Re- 
folvcs,  which  they  thought  fo  juft  and  reafonable. 

And  indeed,  had  thete  Pretents  been  always  as  regular  a?, 
the  Seafons,  and  never  intermitted,  be  the  Conduct  of  the- 
Governor  ever  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  Public  Good,  our, 
Committee  haveReafon  to  believe,  this  new  Inftrudtion  had 
never  been  formed  or  thought  of.  But  fines  the  Represen¬ 
tative 


tatives  of  the  People  have  dared  to  fignify  their  Dtfappro- 
bacion  of  a  Governor’s  Meafures,  by  witholding  thofe  To¬ 
kens  of  their  Effeem,  Affedtion  and  Gratitude,  which  were 
conifantly  given  when  they  found  themfelves  well  governed  j 

this  Iuftrudiion  is  thought  necefTrry  to  be  inforced.  Not 

’ 

“  for  the  greater  Security  of  the  People  againft  Mifappli- 
“  cation,  ”  for  they  never  complained  of  any  ;  but  to  com - 
p el  your  Continuance  of  thofe  Prefents;  to  compel  an  Ad¬ 
dition  to  them,  for  they  are  thought  too  fraall  ;  and  to  com¬ 
pel  the  Payment  of  what  they  are  pleafed  to  call  the  JrreAiS 


of  fuch  Prefents  to  any  Governors  from  whom  they  have  at 
any  Time  been  w  ithheld.  For  if  the  People’s  Money  can'* 
not  be  difpofed  of  for  their  own  Benefit,  without  the  Pro¬ 
prietary  or  his  Deputy’s  Confent,  the  PalTage  of  the  Bill,  of 
ihe  Approbation  of  the  llefolve,  mult  be  “  facilitated a9 
the  Proprietaries  were  pleafed  to  tell  us  on  a  former  Oc- 

cafion,  “  by  a  Regard  to  their  Interest,” . that  is,  by 

putting  at  the  fame  Time  into  their  private  Pockets  what¬ 
ever  Share  of  the  Public  Money  they  fhall  be  pleafed  to  in¬ 
fill  on,  under  the  fpecious  Name  of  Salary  or  Support ;  tho’ 
by  the  Quit-rents,  and  even  by  their  other  Fees  andPcrqui- 
fite?,  eftablilhed  by  Law  or  taken  by  Cultom,  they  have  al¬ 
ready  a  Support  much  more  than  fuffident. 

The  Money  arifing  by  the  Intereft  of  the  Bills  of  Credit, 
as  well  as  that  arifing  by  the  Excife,  is  paid  wholly  by  tho 
People.  To  dilpole  of  their  own  Money,  by  themfelres  or 
their  Reprefenca'ivcs,  is,  in  our  Opinion,  a  natural  Righr, 
inherent  in  every  Man,  or  Body  ot  Men,  anteceuen.  to  all 

Laws. . The  Proprietaries  pay  no  Par:  of  this  Money,  and 

therefore  can  have  no  Right  to  a  Share  in  the  Power  of  dif- 
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^of?nK  of  it. - They  might  as  reafonably  claim  a  Right  to  i 

Negative  in  the  Difpofition  of  every  Man’s  private  Fortune, 
and  for  the  fame  deafens,  to  wit,  “  the  Man’s  greater  Se- 
«  curity,  and  to  prevent  Mifapplication  ;**  nay,  the  Reafons 
would  be  flronger,  bodies  of  Men  not  being  generally  fo 
apt  to  mifapply  their  Money,  as  fingle  Prodigals.-— The 
People  have  never  complained  that  any  fuch  Mifapplication 
has  been  made  by  their  ReprefentatiVes  i  On  the  contrary, 
they  have  Ctewn  their  Approbation  of  the  Conduct  of  the 
Affembly  In  this  tender  Point,'  by  long  repeated  annual  E- 
jeaions  of  the  fame  Men  to  the  fame  Truft  in  the  fame  Of- 
fce.  They  have  always  feen  their  Money  difpofed  of,  from 
Time  to  Time,  for  the  Advantage  and  Honour  of  the  Pub¬ 
lic,  or  for  the  King's  immediate  Service,  and  they  had  Rea- 
fonto  be  contented  with  thfe  Difpofition.— —The  Public  Cre¬ 
dit  has  been  conftantly  prefer ved,  and  every  Man  who 
ferved  the  government,  has  been  always  duly  and  rdadily 
paid:  But  if  this  new-claimed  Negative  irt  the  Proprietaries 
takes  Place,  the  People  will  not  have  it  in  their  Power  to 
reward  the  Man  that  ferves  thefn,  of  even  to  pay  the  Hire  of 
the  Labourer  that  works  fof  them,  without  the  Governor’s 
Leave  firft  purchafed  ;  much  lefs  will  they  be  allowed  to  fup- 
poit  an  Agent  in  England  to  defend  their  Rights,  or  Re  able 
to  pay  the  Expence  of  profecutlng  their  complaints  when 
eppreffed.- - And  to  prevent  their  doing  this,  is,  we  con¬ 

ceive,  another  main  View  of  this  Inftrucdon. 

In  fhort,  it  does  not  appea  r  to  your  Committee  that  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  Inftance  of  the  Proprietary’s  Care  of  the  Peo- 
pie’s  Money,  to  prevent  its  being  wa«ed  by  t  heir  own  Repre- 

jentatives,  was  for  the  People  at  all  neCeflary.  oc  .  C 
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ferei’entatitfes  themfelves  are  a  Parc  of  the  People,  and  mul 
hear  a  Share  of  their  Burdens.  For  their  own  Sakes,  there- 
fore,  as  well  as  to  recommend  themfelves  to  the  Efteerh  and, 
Regard  of  their  Condiments,  it  is  highly  probable  they  wili 
execure  that  Truff,  as  they  always  have  done,  with  juftice, 
Pruderfc*  and  Frugality  ;  \virh  Freedom  to  the  King’s  Scr« 
vice,  and  grateful  Generofity  to  Governors  that  fincerely 
feek  their  Welfare,  and  do  not  join  with  the  Proprietaries 
to  opprefs  them. —  B  ut  this  Inftruftion  might  perhaps  be 
neceffarv  to  extort  thofe  Grants  to  Governors  which  they 
have  been  pleafed  to  (tile  Salary ,  and  render  That  certain^ 
Which  before  depended  on  the  Good  Mill  of  the  People:  For 
how  elfs  can  t  he  Proprietaries  be  fure  of  that  Share  of  thole 
tj rants,  which,  by  their  private  Contrails  fornetimes  made 
with  their  Governor ,  is  (if  Report  fays  true)  to  be  paid  id 
Ibemfclves  ? 

The  Proprietaries  are  however  willing  to  permit  the  Re¬ 
newal  of  the  Eighty  ‘Tboufand  Pounds ,  which  is  now  to  fink  ill 
a  tew  Years,  and  even  to  add  Forty  <Ibdu[and  Pounds  morej 
the  whole  to  be  emitted  on  Loan,  “  providedt  that  the 
*«  Eleventh  Inftruftion  be  complied  with,  and  half  the 
“  Power  of  applying  the  Intereft  referved  to  them;  and 
«*  provided ,  that  all  Rents  and  Quitrents  due,  or  to  be  due  or 

payable  to  them ,  be  always  paid  according  to  the  Rate  of 
“  Exchange  at  the  Times  of  Payment  between  Philadelphia  and 
4  London ,  or  fome  other  fufficient  Provifion  cnafted  in  Lied 
**  thereof,  as  was  done  by  a  former  Aft.- — Youi  Committee 
cannot  help  obferving  here,  that  the  Proprietaries  'Tender- 
tiefs  fbr  tbeir  own  Interefl  appears  in  rhis  Inftruftion  muefi 
ftronger  than  their  Care  for  That  of  the  Pcdplc;  Vcrjf 
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great  Emoluments  arife  to  them  by  Emiflions  of  Paper  Mo¬ 
ney  on  Loan,  and  the  Intereft  Money  is  a  Tax  they  are  clear 
of.  They  are  therefore  willing  the  Quantity  fhould  be  en- 
creafed ;  but  whatever  Advantages  they  receive  from  ir, 
they  are  refolved  to  fuffer  no  Diladvantage  from  any  oc- 
ca/ional  Depreciation  :  For  they  will  always  be  paid  their 
Rents  and  Quitrents,  according  to  the  Rate  of  Exchange  between 
Philadelphia  and  London.  By  the  original  Agreements, 
thofe  Rents  and  Quitrents  were  to  be  paid  in  Sterling  Money 
(or  the  Value  in  Coin  cuirent)  to  the  Proprietary  Receivers 
h*  the  Province.  A  Bill  of  Exchange,  befides  the  Sterling 
Sum  convey’d,  includes  all  the  Freight,  Risk  and  Expence  of 
conveying  that  Sum  in  Specie  to  London.  Flow  we  conceive 
the  People  are  not,  nor  can  in  Jufticc  or  Reafonbe,  ob¬ 
liged  to  tranfmit  their  Rents  to  London,  and  pay  them  there  * 
to  the  Proprietaries .  If  the  Proprietaries  fhould  think  fit  to 

remove  to-  China ,  they  might  as  juftly  add  to  their  Demand 
the  Rate  of  Exchange  between  London  and  Canton:  This  there¬ 
fore  is  Extortion,  and  ought  never  to  be  allowed  in  any 
future  Adt,  nor  any  Equivalent  made  for  it.  For  had  that 
Equivalent  been  really  given  as  a  Matter  of  Jufticc,  and  net 
extorted  as  Purchafe  Money  to r  the  Law,  it  would  have 
been  extended  to  the  Rents  of  private  Landlords,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  the  Proprietaries.  Befides,  the  great  Sums  to  be 
yearly  remitted  to  them  in  London ,  for  which  no  Returns 
come  back  to  the  Country,  naturally  tend  to  raif®  the  Ex¬ 
change  ;  and  even  put  it  in  the  Power  of  their  Agents  to 
raife  it  occafionally  ,  juft  before  the  periodical  Time  of  Pay¬ 
ment  (to  the  great  Injury  of  the  People)  and  to  lower  ita- 
gain  at  their  Pleafure  ;  a  dangerous  Power  this,  if  no  Incon¬ 
venience  can  arife  to  thcrafclves  by  the  Rife  of  Exchange  ! 

The 
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The  Depreciation  of  Money  in  every  Country  where  it  hap- 
tpens  is  a  common  Calamity.  The  Proprietary  Eftate,  ought 
mot  to  be  exempt  from  it,  at  the  Expencc  of  all  other  Eftates. 
There  are  many  fixed  Ground  Rents,  and  other  Rentsarifing 
in  the  Province  belonging  to  the  People,  and  due  to  private 
Eftates.  Thefe  Rents  have  as  much  Right  to  be  considered, 
and  their  Deficiency,  in  cafe  of  Depreciation,  provided  for 
out  of  the  Public  Funds,  as  thofe  of  the  Proprietaries.  But 
of  thefe  they  take  no  Care,  fo  their  own  are  fecured.  it  ap¬ 
pears  however  to  your  Committee,  that  all  Rents  in  the 
Country  ought  to  be  on  the  fame  Footing,  with  regard  to 
any  Lofs  by  the  Depreciation  of  its  Currency,  fince  that  is 
Jefs  likely  ever  to  happen  which  it  is  the  Intereft  of  all 
lo  prevent. 

Your  Committee  now  come  to  the  Twenty-firft  Inftrudion, 
by  the  Preamble  of  which  it  is  infinuated,  as  if  Ads  for  Pro¬ 
vincial  Taxes  had  been  common  in  this  Province,  and  that 
the  Proprietary’s  Eftate  had  been  always  exempted  in  fuch 
Ads  ;  whereas  the  Truth  is,  that  there  never  were  but  two 
or  three,  and  thofe  in  the  early  Times  of  the  Provinces 
when  the  Proprietary’s  Circumftances  were  low,  his  Affairs 
incumbered,  and  the  Quit-rents  fo  ftnall,  as  to  be  infufficient 
for  his  Support,  and  therefore  they  were  not  only  exempted 
from  any  Part  of  fuch  Tax,  but  Duties  and  Licence  Fees 

were  granted  to  help  them  out. - For  more  than  Forty 

Years,  as  the  Excife  and  Intereft  Money  have  been  fufficient 
for  Support  of  Government,  no  Provincial  Taxes  have  been 
levied  (in  this  very  Inftrudion,  a  little  lower,  they  them- 
felves  acknowledge  none  have  been  raifedin  theirTime)  and 

the  Proprietary  Eftate  has  vaftly  incrcafcd  :  Thofe  Lifence 

Fee* 
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Fcc*  arealfo  vaftly  Incrcafcd,  and  yet  they  fHil  receive  thepp 
3?ut  that  their  Eflate  fhould  now  he  exempt  from  Provincial 
T*x'cs>  raifed  lor  the  Defence  of  that  very  Edate,  appears 
to  us  ^treamly  unreafonable.  During  the  Dillrefs  of  the 
Family,  there  was  likewife  a  voluntary  Subfcription  among 
die  people  to  pay  the  Proprietary’s  Paflage  to  England :  They 
ssajt  from  thence  as  juftly  claim  a  Right  of  having  their  Ex- 
pences  borne  by  the  Public  whenever  they  crofs  the  Seas. 
But  •when  thofe  Aids  were  granted  to  the  old  Proprietary, 
fie  had  a  much  better  Claim  to  them  than  his  Sons;  for  he  un¬ 
dertook  to  adf  as  an  Agent  and  Advocate  for  his  People,  in 
England  ;  to  defend  and  lecure  their  Rights  and  Priv. leges ; 
pot,  like  his  Succeflors,  to  abolilh  and  delfroy  them 

ThelnRruaion  farther  fays,  That  “  fincethe  Expiration 
of  thefe  former  Laws,  no  Aid  hath  ever  been  granted  "by 
“  Affembly  to  them  as  Proprietaries,"  As  Proprietaries, 
what  Right  have  they  to  Aids  ?  Are  they  not  hereditary 
Governors  of  the  Province?  and  while  they  have  indulged 
thcmfelves  with  analmoft  conftant  Refidence  in  England ,  re¬ 
mote  from  their  Country,  and  greatly  to  its  Inconvenience 
and  Prejudice,  have  not  the  Affcmblies  conflantly  fupported 
their  Deputy,  lent  by  the  Proprietaries  to  do  what  they  ought 
themlelvesto  have  done  in  Perfon  ,  though  he  was  often  an 
imperfect  Deputy,  reltrained  in  thole  Powers  which  fhould 
always  fubfiff  and  be  prefent  in  every  Government  for  the 
common  Welfare  ?  But  they  are  plealed  to  lay,  “  they  have 

V  voluntarily  and  chearfully  expended  feyerai  confiderable 

V  Sums  of  their  own  Money  for  the  Advancement  of  the 
s‘  Province.".  This  they  faid  likewife  to  a  former  AfTembly, 
and  the  Ar.iwer  was,  V  We  are  unacquainted  with  thefe  Ex- 
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if  pcnccs  ;  let  the  Accounts  be  laid  before  us,  and  whatever 
£xpence  appears  to  have  been  made  for  the  Service  of  the 

“  Province  fhall  be  allowed,  and  repaid  with  Thanks.’' - 

Thofe  Accounts  have  never  yet  appeared  ;  and  till  they  do, 
we  think  they  ought  not  to  be  made  the  Foundation  of  any 
Claim  whatever. 

They  fay  farther,  “  That  they  had  r,o  Reafon  to  fufpe& 
“  that  the  Affembly  would  deviate  fo  much  from  the  former 
“  Ufage,  as  to  pretend,  by  any  of  theirs,  to  charge  the  Pro- 
“  prietary  Eftate  in  the  Province  with  the  Burden  of  any 
“  Taxes.”  Amazing!  If  the  Affembly  deviated  from  the 
former  Ufage,  by  taxing  their  own  Eftatcs,  and  thofe  of 
their  Condiments  (their  ufual  Funds  failing)  why  fhould 
they  not  deviate  in  the  fame  Manner  in  taxing  the  Proprie¬ 
tary  Eftate?  And  v/hat  are  the  particular  Merits  of  this  Fa¬ 
mily,  that  when  the  whole  Britijb  Nation,  when  every  Eftate 
in  the  Kingdom,  as  \vell  as  in  this  Province,  is  taxed,  to¬ 
wards  the  Recovery  and  Defence  of  their  Eftate  in  Pennfyl- 
vamat  that  very  Eftate  alone  fhould  be  exempted,  and  they 
fo  confident  of  its  Right  to  an  Exemption,  as  to  have  no  Rea¬ 
fon  tofufpeH  the  Affembly  would  attempt  to  tax  it  ? 

But  it  feems  **  the  Affembly  have  reprefented  them  in  an 
untrue  Light,  as  if  unwilling  to  “  aftift  the  Public,  by  con- 
“  tributmg  towards  the  Defence  of  the  Country,  tho’  no  Ap- 
4‘  plication  had  ever  once  been  made  to  them  for  that  Pur- 
V  pofe.*’  How  far  they  are  placed  in  an  untrue  Light  on  this 
Account,  will,  we  prefume,  appear  before  we  finifh  this 
Report.  It  appears  too,  by  a  Report  of  a  former  Com¬ 
mittee.— -They  likewife  fay,  “  no  Application  was  ever 

once 
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*  once  made  to  them  for  their  Afliftance  towards  the  De- 
**  fence  f  t  he  Country.’*  Heretofore  'twas  thought  the 
Country  washed  defended  by  maintaining  Peace  and  a  good 
Underftanding  with  the  Indians.  This  was  done  from  Year 
to  Year  by  expenfive  and  repeated  Prefents.  The  Proprie¬ 
tary  reaped  great  Advantages  from  this  good  Undemanding 
?nd  thefe  Prefents,  in  his  Bargains  with  th o.  Indians  for  Lands. 
The  Expenses  grew  yearly  more  and  more  heavy,  and  re¬ 
peated  humble  Applications  were  made  to  the  Proprietaries, 
that  they  would  be  pleafed  to  bear  a  Part,  but  without  Sue- 
cefs.  They  vouchsafed  indeed  an  Anjfwer  to  the  laft  Appli¬ 
cation,  but  it  was  to  rejedt  it  with  the  utmoft  Pride  and  Scorn, 
claiming  an  inherent  Right  of  Exemption  of  their  Eftate  from  all 
public  Charges  whatfoever,  in  virtue  of  their  being  Gover¬ 
nors  as  well  as  Proprietaries.  And  the  Sixty  ^houf and  Pound 
Bill  is  called  an  Attempt  of  the  Aflembly  by  “  an  J£l  of 
theirs,*'  to  charge  the  Proprietary  Eftate,  as  if  they  had  pre¬ 
sumed  to  do  it  alone  by  their  own  Authority.  The  Aflem¬ 
bly  could  not  poffibiy  think  of  taxing  the  Proprietary  Eftate, 
without  the  Confent  of  the  Proprietaries  by  their  Deputy  ; 
the  Bill  was  therefore  another  humble  Applicatipn  to  the 
Proprietaries  for  their  Confent  to  a  Thing  fo  reafonable ; 
and  the  very  Stile  of  it  was,  “  we  pray  that  it  may  be  enadfc- 
“  ed.”  But  that  Prayer  could  not  be  granted,  though  the 
Province  was  on  the  Brink  of  Ruin.  And  yet,  it  feems  the 
Proprietaries  were  not  “  unwilling;”  though  their  Deputy 
declared  they  had  exprcfly  reftrained  him  even  by  the  Words 
of  his  Commiffion  ! — The  Bill  however  is  ftigmatized  with 
the  Character  of  “  moft  unjuft  and  extraordinary .”  Thus  it  is, 
when  Men  judge  in  their  own  Cafes.  Thefe  Gentlemen 
ihink  it  unjuft  to  raj?  their  Eftates,  though  all  the 
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World  thinks  otherwife.  As  Provincial  Taxes  had  not  been 
ufual,  it  might  be  fo  far  extraordinary ,  but  the  Mode  of  Tax¬ 
ation  was  by  no  Means  extraordinary,  being  the  fame  with- 
that  of  railing  our  County  Rates  and  Levies,  long  ufed  and 
approved  by  the  Province.— And  theTaxingof  Proprietary 
Lands  is  ufed  both  in  New-Jerfey  and  Maryland  ;  and  located 
unimproved  Lands  have  formerly  been  taxed  in  this  Pro¬ 
vince.  Had  fuch  been  taxed  every  where  from  the  firft  Set¬ 
tlement  of  America,  we  conceive  it  would  have  tended  to  the 
Increafe  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  the  greater  Strength  of  the 
Colonies  ;  for  then  fuch  immenfe  Quantities  of  Land  would 
not  have  been  monopolized  and  lain  dormant,  but  People 
would  more  eafily  have  obtained  Settlements,  and  been' 
feared  elofer  together. 

But  the  Proprietaries  would  have  it  underflood,  that  it  k 
not  for  their  own  Sake  only,  that  they  objed  to  the  Fifty 
^houfand  Pound  Bill  which  was  refufed,  or  the  Sixty  Vhoufand 
Pound  Ad  that  paffed.  They  are  tenderly  Concerned  for 
the  Eftates  of  others.  No  Part  of  the  Lands  of  a  Delin¬ 
quent,  who  refufes  or  negleds  to  pay  his  Tax,  ought,  in 
their  Opinion,  to  be  fold  for  Payment  ;  though  Lands  in 
America  are  by  Ad  of  Parliament  made  liable  to  be  fold  for 
Difcharge  of  Debts,  and  were  almoft  always  fo  here  by  the. 
Laws  of  this  Province.  If  Lands,  or  Parts  of  Land,  may 
be  fold  to  fatisfy  private ,  why  not  public  Debts?  And  though 
it  be  unufual  in  England,  it  has  long  been  the  Pradice,  as 
we  are  informed,  in  fevcral  of  the  Colonies,  particularly  ii> 
blew- England.  Bur  they  fay,  “  a  Tax  of  One  Shilling  in  the 
“  Pound  on  the  whole  Value,  is  what  never  was  laid,  nor 
“  can  poflibly  be  paid,  in  any  Country.”  Strange!  May 
i  -  noc 
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TltJt  A  Country  in  imminent  Danger  give  a  Twentieth  Part 
their  Eftates  to  fave  the  other  Nineteen  ?  Is  it  impoflible  evert 
to  give  a  Ha'f,  or  three  Fourths,  to  fave  the  other  Half  or 
Quarter  ?  May  they  not  even  give  Nineteen  Parts  to  fave 
the  Twentieth  ?  The  Proprietary’s  Gift  of  Five  Fhoufdnd 
Pounds,  they  afterwards  fay,  is  twenty  Times  more  than  their 
Tax,  if  fairly  and  equally  affefTed,  could  by  that  Bill  have  a* 
mounted  to.  If  fo,  it  is  poffibie  to  give  the  whole  twenty 
Parts. --But  it  has  always  been  underflood,  that  Etfates  are 
not  to  be  taxed  to  the  full  Value  they  might  fingly  fell  for. 
In  the  fame  Bill  it  was  provided,  that  located  unimproved 
Lands  fhould  not  be  valued  in  the  Rates  at  more  than  Fifteen 
Pound,  per  Hundred  Acres;  when  'tis  well  known,  that  the 
Proprietary’s  loweft  Price  for  wild  Land  on  the  Frontiers  is 
Fifteen  Pounds  Tew  Shillings,  per  Hundred  ;  and  that  the  lo¬ 
cated,  unimproved  Lands  in  their  Manors,  are,  fomeofthem. 
Valued  at  Fhree  or  Four  Hundred  Pounds  per  Hundred  ;  they 
may  therefore  well  fay,  that  «  if  that  Tax  had  been  Fully 
“  aflefled,  it  mud  have  amounted  tomafiy  Times  the  Sum 
but  then  their  next  A  Re  rt  ion  is  fomewhat  inconfiflent,  viz. 
That  the  Bill  laying  this  Tax  was  «  mofi  unjufUy  calculated 
u  for  the  Purpofe  of  putting  it  in  the  Power  of  the  Aflef- 
«  fors  to  tax  the  Proprietary  Eftates  up  to  the  full  Value4 
and  to  eaie  other  Perfons,  by  taxing  them  fo  lightly, 

*  as  only  to  make  up  the  Rcfidue  of  the  Fifty  Fhoufxnd?oundsi 

*  in  which  Cafe ,  much  th egreatefi  Part  of  the  Burden  might 
H  have  been  laid  on  the  Proprietary  Eftates  alone.”— -The 
Value  of  the  Proprietary  Eltate  has  long,  for  prudential 
Reafons,  been  kept  a  profound  Secret ;  and  the  Proprieta¬ 
ries^  have  lately  given  Five  Thoufand  Pounds  rather  than  fub- 
mt  it  to  the  Enquiry  of  th  e  Affeffors.  But  your  Committee 
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conceive  fame  Light  may  be  obtained  on  that  Head,  from 
this  Part  of  the  Inftrutiion  compared  with  the  Fifty  ‘Thoufand 
'Pound  Bill.  By  that  Bill  their  wild  unfurveyed,  or  unlo- 
dated  Lands,  which  are  many  Millions  of  Acres,  were  not 
io  be  taxed  at  all,  though  they  nevar  fell  any  of  them  for^ 
fefs  than  Fifteen  Pound  ‘Ten  Shilling,  per  Hundred  Acres.’ 
Their  taxable  Eftate  confifts  chiefly  in  located  (though  un¬ 
cultivated)  Tracts  and  Manors,  and  in  the  referv’d  Quit- 
rents  arlfing  from  the  Lands  they  have  fold.  Thefe  Man¬ 
ors,  and  Trads  are  generally  choice,  being  of  the  heft 
Lands,  pick’d  out  of  every  new  Purchafe  from  the  Indtam , 
6y  their  Surveyors,  before  the  Office  is  opened,  and  laid  by 
for  a  Market,  not  to  be  difpofed  of  till  all  the  furrounding 
Lands  arc  fold  and  fettled,  this  has  increased  their  Value 
prodigioufly,  fo  that  they  are  now,  one  with  another,  va¬ 
lued  at  more  than  ‘Three  Hundred  Pounds  per  Hundred  .  Yet 
by  the  Bill,  they  were  not  to  be  taxed  as  worth  more  than 
Fifteen  Pounds  per  Hundred.— And  they  own,  that  by  the 
fame  Bill,  *'  their  Quitrents  were  to  be  taxed  in  the  fame 
‘a  Manner  ds  other  Efates,"  confequently  as  great  an  Abate¬ 
ment  to  be  made  in  the  Valuation.  And  yet  by  this  fame  Bill,  ] 
under  this  veiy  moderate  Valuation  of  their  Elfate,  they  (ay 
it  would  have  been  in  cHc  Power  of  the  Afteffors  to  have  laid 
much  the  great  eft  Part  of  the  Burden  on  their  Eftates  alone , 
Now,  much  the  greateft  Part  of  Fifty  ‘Thoufand  Pounds  may  be 
Forty  ‘Thoufand  Pounds ,  but  we  will  fay  (for  Moderation’s 
Sake)  it  is  only  ‘Thirty  ‘l hpuj and  Pounds ,  and  that  Sum  might 
have  been  raifedby  that  Bill,  on  the  Proprietary  Eftates,  in 
two  Years,  by  a  Tax  of  One  Shilling  in  the  Pound ,  i.  e.  Fif¬ 
teen  ‘Thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum.  The  Shillings  in  Fifteeri 
Thoufand  Pounds  are  Three  Hundred  Thoufand,  fconfe- 
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quently  their  Eftates  at  that  low  Valuation  are  worth  *thr& 
Hundred  cThoufand  Pounds.  But  if  you  multiply  that  Valua¬ 
tion  by  20,  to  bring  it  nearer  the  Truth,  thole  Eftates  mult 
amount  to  Six  Millions,  cxclufivc  of  their  wild  Lands  as  afore¬ 
said.  If  this  Computation  be  too  high,  the  y  may  be  able 
hereafter  to  lhew  its  Miftakes.  At  prefent,  we  conceive 
the  Confequences  fairly  drawn  from  Fadtsand  their  own  Pre- 

mifes. - And  yet  this  their  enormous  Eftate  is,  by  their  In- 

ftru&ions,  to  be  exempted,  while  all  their  Fellow  Subjedfcs- 
groan  under  the  Weight  of  Taxes  for  its  Defence,  it  being 
the  fir  ft  attacked  in  the  prefent  War,  and  Part  of  it  on  the 
Ohio ,  the  Prize  contended  for  by  the  Enemy. —  For  though 
they,  towards  the  End  of  this  Inftrudbion,  pretended  to  be 
“  moft  ready  and  willing  to  bear  a  juft  Proportion  along 
“  with  their  Tenants  in  any  necelTary  Tax  for  the  Defence 
4<  of  the  Province/’  yet  this  appears  clearly  to  be  a  mere 
Pretence ,  fince  they  abfolutely  except  their  Quitrents,  and 
their  located  unimproved  Lands,  their  Fines,  and  the  P'ur- 
chafe-M®nies  they  have  at  Intereft  ;  that  is,  in  a  Manner,- 
their whole  Ejlate ,  asyour  Committee  know  of  little  they  have 
left  to  be  taxed,  but  a  Ferry-houfe  or  two,  a  Kitchen, 
and  a  Dog  Kennel. 

But  unimproved  Lands  fhauld  not,  in  our'  Proprietaries 
Opinion,  pay  any  Taxes,  becaufe  “  they  yield  no  annual 
“  Profit.”  This  may  deceive  People  in  England  (where 
the  Value  of  Land  is  much  at  a  Stay)  as  they  are  unac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Nature  of  Landed  Eftates  in  growing  Plan¬ 
tations.  Here  new  Lands,  without  Cultivation,  without 
Fencing,  or  fo  much  as  cutting  down  a  Tree,  being  refer* 
ved  and  laid  by  for  a  Market  till  the  fitrrounding  Lands  arc 
fettled,  improve  much  more  in  yearly  Value  even  than  Mo  ¬ 
ney 


ney  at  Intered  upon  Intered.— Thirty  Years  ago,  the  bed 
and  richeft  Lands  near  the  Proprietary’s  Contflogoe  Manor, 
were  worth  and  fold  for  about  Forty  Pounds  per  Hundred  A- 
cres.— That  Manor  was  then  laid  out  and  referved,  con¬ 
taining  near  Seventeen  Thoufand  Acres :  And  now  the 
Lands  of  that  very  Manor,  which,  though  fo  long  locat¬ 
ed,  have  never  yet  been  cultivated,  will  fell  for  ‘Three  Hun¬ 
dred  and  Fifty  Pounds  per  Hundred  Acres;  which  is  near 
Sine  for  One,  or  Eight  Hundred  per  Cent  advance.  Can 
an  Edate  thus  producing  ‘Twenty  five  per  Cent,  per  Atnum  on 
the  prime  Cod,  be,  with  any  Propriety,  Called  “  an  Efiatc 
yielding  no  annual  Profit  ?“  Is  it  not  a  well  known  Pra&ice 
in  the  Colonies,  to  lay  out  great  Sums  of  ready  Money  for 
Lands,  without  the  lead  Intent  of  Cultivation,  but  merely 
to  fell  them  again  hereafter  »  Would  People  follow  this 
Practice  if  they  could  not  make  more  Profit  of  their  Money 
in  that  Way,  than  by  employing  it  in  Improvement  of  Land, 
in  Trade,  or  in  putting  it  to  Intered,  though  Intered  in  the 
Plantations  is  from  Six  to  ‘Ten  per  Centum  ?  Does  not  fuch 
Land,  though  otherwife  unimproved ,  improve  continually  in 
its  Value  1  How  mean  and  unjud  is  it  then,  in  thefe  Gentle¬ 
men,  to  attempt  to  conceal  the  Advantages  of  this  Kind  of 
Edate,  and  fereen  it  from  Taxes,  by  lurking  under  the  am¬ 
biguous  and  deceitful  Terms,  of  unimproved  Lands,  and  Lands 

yielding  no  annual  Profit  ? 

Meanly  unjud  indeed,  in  this  Indance,  do  they  appear  to 
your  Committee ,  who  cannot  but  obferve,  that  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries,  knowing  tlacir  own  Inclinations  to  fereen  their 
own  Edates,  and  loadthofe  of  the  People,  from  thence  fuf- 
pe&cd  ths  People  might  be  equally  unjud,  and  intend,  by 

the  Fifty  ‘Thoufand  Pound  Bill,  to  eafe  their  Edates,  and  load 
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fljofe  of  the  Proprietaries.  «*  The  Bill,  fay  they,  appears 
c<  to  us  to  be  mofi  unju/lly  calculated^  for  the  Purpofe  of  put- 
“  ting  “*  the  Power  of  Perfons,  wholly  chofcn  by  the 
“  People,  to  tax  our  Effaces  up  to  the  full  Value  therein 
**  mentioned,  and  to  eafe  other  Perfons  by  taxing  them  f0 
“  lightly,  as  only  to  make  up  the  Refidue  that  might  be 
*  •  wanted  to  compjeat  the  f  ifty  ‘Tfaufand  Pounds.  Jn  which 
**  Cafe  the  Perfons  chofen  by  the  People  might  ha-ve  laid, 
**  by  much  the  great ejl  Part  of  the  Burden  upon  our  Eftates 
alone. Had  they  intended  to  raife  much  the  gveatefi^ 
fart  of  the  Tax  of  Fifty  1  houfand  Pounds  on  the  Proprieta¬ 
ries  Eftate,  would  the  houfe  fo  readiiy  have  accepted  of 
five  *7 houfand  Pounds  in  Lieu  of  their  Share  of  that  ^ax  •*"* 
But  why  this  SufpicioT  of  the  Aflembly  ?  What  Inftance 
of  Injuftice  can  the  Proprietaries  charge  them  with,  that 
could  give  Ground  for  fuch  a  Supposition  ?  If  they  were 
Capable  of  fuch  an  Intention,  and  an  Endeavour  to  get  In - 
iquity  ejlabjijbed  by  a  Law,  muft  they  not  be  the  moft  unjuft 
9hd  difltoneft  of  Men  ?  The  Affeflors,  it  is  true,  are  cho- 
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fen  by  the  People  ,  they  always  were  fo  by  our  Laws, 
and  let  a  plan’s  Eftate  be  ever  fo  great,  he  has  but  one 
Vote  in  the  Choice  of  them  :  But  have  the  Proprietaries  no 
Friends  in  their  Province!  What  is  become  of  all  their  De¬ 
pendants  and  Expectants ;  thofe  in  Place,  or  hoping  for 
Places ;  the  Thoulands  in  their  Debt  ;  the  Mortgagers  at 
their  Mercy  ?  Will  none  of  thefe,  out  of  Love,  or  Hopet 
<pr  Fear,  vote  for  honeft  Affeffbrs,  that  may  take  Care  the“ 
Proprietary  is  not  oppreff-d  by  the  Weight  of  an  unjuft 
Tax?-  ‘Cculd  the  Aflembly  be  certain,  that  the  whole  Peo- 
pie  were  fo  wicked,  as  to  join  in  chafing  and  trufting  Setts 
Affefforsj  merely  to  wrong  the  Proprietary? 
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Are  there  no  Laws  in  the  province  againft  Perjury  1  Ar« 
not  the  Affeffors  by  Law  to  be  fwornor  affirmed  to  affe  s 
themfelves and  all  others  impartially  ;  andjiave  they  not  al¬ 
ways  been  chofen  as  Men  ol  Note  tor  Probity  and  Jufficc  ? 
What  a  dark  Profpedt  muff  a  Man’s  own  Heart  afford  him, 
when  he  can  fratn  thence  form  fuch  Ideas  of  the  Hearts  o  a 
whole  People  /  A  People  famous  throughout  the  World, 
for  the  Juft  ice  and  Equity  of  their  Laws,  the  Purity  of  their 
Manners,  their  Humanity  and  Hofpitality  to  Strangers,  their 
Affection  to  their  late  honoured  Proprietary,  their  Faith¬ 
ful  nefs  in  their  Manufactures  and  Produce,  and  Uprignt-, 
npfs  in  all  their  Dealings !  And  to  whofe  Virtue  and  Induf- 
try  thefe  very  Gentlemen  owe  all  their  prelen:  Greatnefs. 

The  Proprietaries  are  pleafed  farther  to  fay,  That 
«c  the  Laying  Taxes  on  the  real  Value  of  the  Fee-fimple, 

“  a:ad  the  Sale  of  Land  for  the  Payment  of  Taxes,  are 
««  contrary  to  the  Laws  and  Statutes  of  Great- Britain" 
Your  Committee  cannot  fi  id  that  any  Laws  or  Statutes 
were  ever  made  in  Gr-at- Britain  to  regulate  theMjdeof 
laying  Taxes  in  the  Plantations;  and  if  there  are  none 
fu:ch,  our  Rill  could  not  be  contrary  to  what  never  exifted. 
In  Virginia  the  Taxes  are  laid  on  Slaves,  and  paid  in  To¬ 
bacco ;  and  every  Colony  has  its  own  Mode  of  Taxation, 
fuited  to  its  own  Circumftances,  almoft  all  different  from 
each  other  as  well  as  from  that  ufed  in  England*  But  diffe¬ 
rent  from,  and  contrary  tc ,  we  conceive  to  be  diilindt  and 
different  Things;  otherwise  many  of  our  Laws,  even 
thofe  which  have  been  approved  at  Home,  and  received 
{he  Royal  Affent,  arc  ‘contrary  to  the  Laws  of  England.— 
But  as  we  faid  before,  the  Laws  of  England  themfelves, 
^ake  Lands  liable  so  pay  Debts  in  the  Colonies,  and  there- 
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fore  to  fell  them,,  or  a  Part  of  them,  to  pay  public  Debts, 
is  not  contrary  to,  but  conformable  with,  the  Laws  of 
England. 

But  the  Proprietaries M  cannot  find  that  the  Quitrents  re~ 
**  ferved  to  the  Crown — in  any  of  the  other  American 
**  Colonies,  have  ever  been  taxed  towards  the  Railing  any 
u<  Supplies  granted  in  thofe  Colonies;  and  indeed  thofe 
**  Quitrents  are  generally  fo  / mall  (meaning  the  King’s 
fi  Quitrents,  we  fuppofe,  for  their  own  furcly  are  large 
“  enough )  that  little  or  no  Land  Tax  would  be  due  or  pay* 
M.  able  on  them,  ifarifing  in  Great- Britain,  ©V.” — If  your 
Committee  are  rightly  informed,  the  King’s  Quitrents  in 
the  other  Colonies,  are  applied  to  public  Purpofes,  general¬ 
ly  for  the  Service  of  the  Colony  that  raifes  them.  When 
our  Proprietaries  fhall  think  fit  to  apply  thofe  arifing  here 
rath tfame  Manner,  we  believe  no  Aflembly  will  attempt  to 
tax  them.  TheSmallnefs  of  the  Parts,  we  cannot  conceive 
to  be  a  good  Reafon  for  not  faxing  the  Whole.  Where 
every  Man  worth  lefs  than  Twenty  Shillings  a  Year  is  exempt 
from  Taxes,  he  who  enjoys  a  Thoufand  a  Year  might,  as 
well  as  our  Proprietaries,  plead  to  be  excufcd,  for  that  his 
Income  is  only  Twenty  Thoufand  Shillings,  each  of  which  Shil¬ 
lings  is  far  within  the  Sum  exempted  by  Law.— -In  the 
■whole,  tho*  what  arifes  from  each  Eftate  be  no  great  Sum 
their  Quitrents  mull  amount  to  a  very  great  Revenue; 
and  their  fpeaking  of  them  in  the  diminutive  Terms  of  very 
/mail  Quitrents  or  Acknowledgments ,  is  only  to  amufe  and  de¬ 
ceive.  They  are  Property  ;  and  Property  fhould  pay  for 
its  own  Prefervation.  They  ought  therefore  to  be  taxed 
for  the  Defence  of  the  Country.— The  Proprietaries  indeed 
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fay,  a  Land  Tax  was  unneccffary,  as  there  are  vianf  ttUf 
u'ap  of  raifing  Money,  They  would  doubtlefs  chufe  any 
Way  in  which  their  Eftate  could  not  be  included.— But 
what  are  thofe  many  other  I^ays  ?-  - Britain ,  an  independent 
State,  can  lay  infinite  Duties,  on  all  foreign  Wares,  and 
imported  Luxuries.  We  are  fuffered  little  foreign  Trade, 
and  almoft  all  our  Superfluities  are  fent  us  ffom  Britain 
itfclf.  Will  fhe  permit  us  to  difeourage  their  Importati¬ 
on  by  heavy  Imports  ?  or  to  raife  Funds  by  taxing  her  Ma^ 
nufadfcurcs  ?  A  Variety  of  Excifcs  and  Duties  ferve  only  to 
multiply  Offices  and  Officers,  and  to  make  a  Part  of  the 
People  pay  for  another  Part  who  do  not  chufe  to  pay. 
No  Excife  or  Duty,  was  ever  a  fair  and  equal  Tax  on  Pro¬ 
perty. _ The  faireft,  as  the  Proprietaries  themfelves  have 

acknowledged,  is  a  Poundage  on  all  real  and  perfonal  Eilate* 
according  to  its  Value. 

We  are  now  to  hear  of  the  Generofity  of  the  Proprie¬ 
taries,  who,  as  they  fay,  “  were  fo  far  from  defiring  n<* 
«*  to  contribute  to  the  Defence  and  Support  of  His  Majcf- 
u  ty*s  Rights  and  Dominions,  that  immediately  on  the  firff 

,c  Notice  of  the  Defeat  of  General  Braddockt  they  had  fent  o- 
«*  vcr  an  Order  upon  their  Receiver-General,  to  pay  Five 
•<  qhoufand  Pounds  as  a  free  Gift  towards  the  Defence  of  th« 
u  kid  Province.”— We  may  prefumc  to  aik,  why,  when 
they  knew  the  Aflemblics  were  continually  worried  to  give 
Money,  and  the  Bills  in  whieh  it  was  offered  as  conflantly 
rejc&ed  ;  why  did  they  not  unmanacle  their  Governor,  and 
at  the  fame  Time  fet  an  Example  of  Zeal  for  the  commox* 
Caufe  by  a  generous  Gift  on  their  Part,  before  they  heard 
of  that  Defeat  ?  Wrhy  not  as  foon  as  they  knew  he  was  lent 
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to  America?  Why  not  on  JFafbington's  Defeat,  or  before  hid 
firft  Expedition,  as  foon  as  ever  their  Province  was  attacked 
and  they  learnt  that  the  Enemy  had  built  a  Rorr  in  it  ? — - 
But  the  Truth  is,  the  Order  was  fent,  not  immediately  oh 
the  News  of  Braddock’s  Defeat ;  the  Date  of  the  Order  will 
ihow  that  it  was  a  Month  after  that  News  arived  in  England, 
But  it  was  immediately  after  they  had  Advice,  that  the  Go- 
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vernor  had  rerufed  a  Grant  of  Fifty  Bhoufand  Pounds  to  the 
Crown  for  the  Defence  of  the  Proprietaries  Province,  be- 
caufe  their  Eftate  was  taxed  in  the  Bill,  alledging  Reftric- 
tions  from  them  on  that  Head  ;  again#  which  all  the  World 
exclaimed,  and  an  univerfal  Odium  was  falling  6n  their 
Heads,  and  the  King5s  Wrath  juftiy  dreaded  ;  then  it  was, 
that  the  boafted  Order  iflued.  And  yet,  as  foon  as  their 
Rears  fubfided,  it  was  fincerdly  rcpdnted,'  and  etrery  under¬ 
hand  Step  taken  to  get  the  Aft,  in  which  their  Gift  was  fix¬ 
ed,  difapproved  at  Home;  tho’  if  they  had  fucceeded,  when 
the  Bills  erhitted  were  abroad,  arid  in  the  Hands  of  the  Pub¬ 
lic,  many  of  the  poof*  Soldiers,  who  had  received  them  id 
Pay  fbr  their  Services,  would  hav6  been  ruined,  and  Mul¬ 
titudes  of  others  greatly  injured.— And  after  all,  this  Fred 
Gift ,  to  be  immediately  paid;  is  not  yet  paid;  though  more 
than  a  Tear  is  elapfed  fince  the  Order  was  given  J— -ami 
Contrafts,  entered  ihto  bf  the  Commiilioners  in  Confidence 
of  rfecetvirig  that  Money;  are  yet  unfatisfied,  to  the  Lofs 
and  Difappointment  of  iuany,  and  great  Detriment  to  the 
Service. 


However,  if  we  will  have  a  Land  Tax,  they  are  pleafed 
fo  form  a  Bill  for  us,  or  at  leaft  to  direft  what  Claufes 
&all  be  in  j  and  what  fhall  not  be  in  it;  thus  violating  the 

.  diefS 
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Jfleft  effcntial  Right  of  the  Conamons  in  a  Sritfi  Con&tu- 
non!— and.  with  this  particular  Injunction,  that  the  Ta* 
foil  be  laid  for  no  more  than  orie  fear  ;  and  fliall  not  ex- 


teed  Four  Shillings  in  the  Pound  on  the  income ;  which,  efh- 
mating  Eftatcs  at  Twenty  Years  Purchafe,  is  about  a  Fifth 
of  a  Twentieth,  or,  in  plainer  Words,  a  hundredth  Part 
of  the  Value,  perhaps  this  may  be  well  enough  in  Times 
of  Tranquility  ;  but  when  a  Province  is  invaded,  mull  it 
be  given  up  to  the  Enemy,  if  a  Tax  of  the  hundredth  Pen¬ 
ny  is  not  fufficient  to  lave  it  ?~Yes,  that  is  our  prefen: 
Situation ;  for  the  Proprietaries  InftruClions  are,  it  feemr, 


unalterable. ---Their  Governor  is  bound  to  obfervp  and 


infored  them,  and  mud  fee  the  King’s  Province  perifli  be¬ 
fore  his  Eyes,  rather  than  deviate  from  them  a  fingle  Tittle. 
This  we  experienced  within  a  few  Days,  when  Advantage 
being  cruelly  taken  of  our  prefent  urthapp?  Situation,  the 
proftrate  Condition  of  our  bleeding  Country,  the  Knife  of 
the  Savage  at  her  throat,  our  Soldiers  ready  to  mutiny  for 
want  of  Pay  and  Neceffaries,  our  People  flying  in  Defpair 
from  the  Frontier  for  want  of  Protection,  the  AflVrnb.y 
was  commpelled  (like  Solomon's  true  Mother)  to  wave  her 
Right,  to  alter  our  Money-Bills,  abridge  our  free  Grant  to 
the  Crown  by  One  Half,  and;  in  lbbrr,  to  receive  and  en- 
ada  Law  not  agreeable  to  our  judgments,  but  fuchas  was 
riiadc  for  u-by  the  Proprietary  Inftru&ions,  and  the  Will 
Pieafure  of  the  Governor’s  Council whereby  our 
Co  ftitution  and  the  Liberties  of  our  Country  arc  wounded 
in  the  mod  efTentia!  Parr,  and  even  violated  3nd  deftroyed, 

_ We  have  R.eafon  to  confide,  however,  in  tile  Juftice  of 

our  Sovereign  and  a  Britifh  Padimcnt,  that  this  Iyrahny 
(hall  not  long  fubfift  ;  and  we  hope  no  Time  will  be  loft 
hi  making  the  proper  Application-  in 


In  fine,  we  mud  fay,  in  Juftice  to  the  Houfc,  that  % 
^Proprietary's  Charge  againft  the  AfTembly,  as  **  being 
inclined  by  their  Authority  to  tax  the  Proprietary  Eftate 
“  difproportionately,  &c"  is,  to  our  Knowledge,  ground- 
lefs  and  unjufh  They  had  as  little  Inclination  as  Authority  to 
wrong  him.  They  have  not,  it  feems,  Authority  enough 
to  oblige  him  to  do  Jufiice.  As  to  their  Inclination ,  they 
bear,  every  one  of  them,  and  maintain,  the  Chara&er  of 
honest  Men.  When  the  Proprietaries  fhall  be  truly 
willing  to  bear  an  equitable  Part  of  the  Public  Burden ; 

when  they  ihall  renounce  the  exorbitant  Demand  of  Rent 
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as  the  Exchange  Jhall  then  be  ;  make  Reftitution  of  the  Mo¬ 
ney  which  they  have  exacted  from  the  Affemblies  of  this 
Province,  and  fincerely  repent  of  their  Extortion,  they 
snay  then,  and  not  till  then ,  have  lome  Claim  to  the  fame 

iKOSLE  TlTL^. 
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Advertisement. 

SI  N  C  E  the  Printing  of  the  Note  in  Page  164,  the  A{Tem° 
,  bly  thinking  themfelves  releaied  from  the  Neceflity  impofed 
opon  them  by  the  unhappy  Circumftances  of  the  Times,  of  ex¬ 
empting  the  Proprietary  Eftates  out  of  the  Common  Taxation, 
have  at  laft,  by  a  ftcady  and  noble  Eerfcverance  in  their  Refa¬ 
ction  of  including  them,  and  by  the  concurrent  Interpoficion  of 
General  Amhbrst,  to  whom  the  moft  greatful  Acknow¬ 
ledgments  are  due,  prevailed  with  the  Governor  topafsa  Bill 
50  that  Effea,  whereby  thofc  Eftates  are  made  liable  to  be  tax¬ 
ed  by  the  feme  Perfonsand  under  the  feme  Regulations  with 
all  others  in  the  Province . 
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